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We the people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, having firmy and solemly resolve, to live in
unity and harnony as one indivisible and indissol ubl e sovereign nation under Cod, de

dicated to the pronotion of inter-African solidarity, world peace, international co-operation
andunder st andi ng, and to provide for a Constitution for the purpose of promoting the go

od governnent and wel fare of all persons in our country, on the principles of freedom equality
and justice, and for the purpose of consolidating the unity of our people;

Do hereby make, enact and give to ourselves the follow ng Constitution:-

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Part |

Federal Republic of N geria
1.

(1) This Constitution is suprene and its provisions shall have binding force on the authorities
and persons throughout the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

(2) The Federal Republic of N geria shall not be governed, nor shall any persons or group of
persons take control of the Government of N geria or any part thereof, except in accorda

nce with the provisions of this Constitution

(3) If any other law is inconsistent with the provisions of this Constitution, this Constitution
shal | prevail, and that other |aw shall, to the extent of the inconsistency, be void

2
(1) Nigeria is one indivisible and indissoluble sovereign state to be known by the name of the
Federal Republic of N geria.

(2) Nigeria shall be a Federation consisting of States and a Federal Capital Territory.
3.

(1) There shall be 36 states in Nigeria, that is to say, Abia, Adamawa, Akwa |bom Ananbra

Bauchi, Bayel sa, Benue, Borno, Cross River, Delta, Ebonyi, Edo, Ekiti, Enugu, Gonbe, I|no,

Ji gawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Kogi, Kwara, Lagos, Nasarawa, N ger, Ogun, Ondo, Osun, Oyo,
Pl at eau, Rivers, Sokoto, Taraba, Yobe and Zanf ara.

(2) Each state of Nigeria, naned in the first colum of Part | of the First Schedule to this
Constitution, shall consist of the area shown opposite thereto in the second colum of t

hat Schedul e.

(3) The headquarters of the Governor of each State shall be known as the Capital City of that
State as shown in the third colum of the said Part | of the First Schedul e opposite th

e State nanmed in the first colum thereof.



(4) The Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, shall be as defined in Part Il of the First Scheduled to
this Constitution.
(5) The provisions of this Constitution in Part | of Chapter VIII hereof shall in relation to the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, have effect in the manner set out thereunder
(6) There shall be 768 Local Governnent Areas in Nigeria as shown in the second colum of Part |
of the First Schedule to this Constitution and six area councils as shown in Part |
of that Schedul e.
PART 11

Powers of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
4.

(1) The legislative powers of the Federal Republic of Nigeria shall be vested in a Nationa
Assenbly for the Federation, which shall consist of a Senate and a House of Representativ

es.

(2) The National Assenbly shall have power to nake |laws for the peace, order and good government
of the Federation or any part thereof with respect to any matter included in the Exc

| usive Legislative List set out in Part | of the Second Schedule to this Constitution

(3) The power of the National Assenbly to nmake |aws for the peace, order and good governnment of
the Federation with respect to any matter included in the Exclusive Legislative List

shall, save as otherwi se provided in this Constitution, be to the exclusion of the Houses of
Assenbly of States.

(4) In addition and without prejudice to the powers conferred by subsection (2) of this section
the National Assenbly shall have power to make laws with respect to the following ma

tters, that is to say:-

(a) any matter in the Concurrent Legislative List set out in the first colum of Part |l of the
Second Schedule to this Constitution to the extent prescribed in the second col um op

posite thereto; and

(b) any other matter with respect to which it is enpowered to make |laws in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution.

(5) If any Law enacted by the House of Assenbly of a State is inconsistent with any law validly
made by the National Assenbly, the | aw made by the National Assenbly shall prevail, a

nd that other Law shall, to the extent of the inconsistency, be void.

(6) The legislative powers of a State of the Federation shall be vested in the House of Assenbly
of the State.

(7) The House of Assenbly of a State shall have power to make |l aws for the peace, order and good
government of the State or any part thereof with respect to the following matters, t

hat is to say: -

(a) any matter not included in the Exclusive Legislative List set out in Part | of the Second
Schedul e to this Constitution

(b) any matter included in the Concurrent Legislative List set out in the first colum of Part ||
of the Second Schedule to this Constitution to the extent prescribed in the second

col um opposite thereto; and

(c) any other matter with respect to which it is enmpowered to make |laws in accordance with the
provi sions of this Constitution.

(8) Save as otherw se provided by this Constitution, the exercise of |egislative powers by the
Nati onal Assenbly or by a House of Assenbly shall be subject to the jurisdiction of co

urts of law and of judicial tribunals established by law, and accordingly, the National Assenbly
or a House of Assenbly shall not enact any law, that ousts or purports to oust the j

urisdiction of a court of law or of a judicial tribunal established by | aw.

(9) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the National Assenbly or a House of
Assenbly shall not, in relation to any crim nal offence whatsoever, have power to m

ake any |l aw which shall have retrospective effect.

5.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the executive powers of the Federation:

(a) shall be vested in the President and nmay subject as aforesaid and to the provisions of any |aw
made by the National Assenbly, be exercised by himeither directly or through the

Vi ce-President and M nisters of the Governnent of the Federation or officers in the public service
of the Federation; and
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(b) shall extend to the execution and nai ntenance of this Constitution, all |aws rmade by the

Nati onal Assenbly and to all matters with respect to which the National Assenbly has, fo

r the time being, power to nmake | aws.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the executive powers of a State:

(a) shall be vested in the Governor of that State and nay, subject as aforesaid and to the

provi si ons of any Law nmade by a House of Assenbly, be exercised by himeither directly or

t hrough the Deputy Governor and Conmi ssioners of the Government of that State or officers in the

public service of the State; and

(b) shall extend to the execution and mai ntenance of this Constitution, all |laws nade by the House

of Assenbly of the State and to all matters with respect to which the House of Ass

enbly has for the tine being power to nake | aws.

(3) The executive powers vested in a State under subsection (2) of this section shall be so

exercised as not to:-

(a) inpede or prejudice the exercise of the executive powers of the Federation

(b) endanger any asset or investment of the CGovernnment of the Federation in that State; or

(c) endanger the continuance of a Federal Governnent in Nigeria.

(4) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section:-

(a) the President shall not declare a state of war between the Federation and another country

except with the sanction of a resolution of both Houses of the National Assenbly, sitti

ng in a joint session; and

(b) except with the prior approval of the Senate, no nenber of the armed forces of the Federation

shall be depl oyed on conbat duty outside N geria.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (4) of this section, the President, in

consultation with the National Defence Council, nmay depl oy nenbers of the arned forces of the
Federation on a limted conbat duty outside Nigeria if he is satisfied that the national security

i s under inmnent threat or danger

Provi ded that the President shall, within seven days of actual conbat engagenent, seek the consent
of the Senate and the Senate shall thereafter give or refuse the said consent with

in 14 days.

6

(1) The judicial powers of the Federation shall be vested in the courts to which this section

rel ates, being courts established for the Federation

(2) The judicial powers of a State shall be vested in the courts to which this section relates,
bei ng courts established, subject as provided by this Constitution, for a State.

(3) The courts to which this section relates, established by this Constitution for the Federation
and for the States, specified in subsection (5) (a) to (1) of this section, shall b

e the only superior courts of record in Nigeria; and save as otherw se prescribed by the National
Assenbly or by the House of Assenbly of a State, each court shall have all the powe

rs of a superior court of record.

(4) Nothing in the foregoing provisions of this section shall be construed as precluding:-

(a) the National Assenbly or any House of Assenbly from establishing courts, other than those to
which this section relates, with subordinate jurisdiction to that of a Hi gh Court;

(b) the National Assenbly or any House of Assenbly, which does not require it, from abolishing any
court which it has power to establish or which it has brought into being.

(5) This section relates to:-

(a) the Suprene Court of N geria;

(b) the Court of Appeal;

(c) the Federal H gh Court;

(d) the high Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja;

(e) the Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja;

(g) a Sharia Court of Appeal of a State;

(h) the Custonmary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja;

(f) a Customary Court of Appeal of a State;

(j) such other courts as may be authorised by law to exercise jurisdiction on matters with respect
to which the National Assenbly may meke | aws; and

(k) such other court as may be authorised by law to exercise jurisdiction at first instance or on
appeal on matters with respect to which a House of Assenbly may make | aws.

(6) The judicial powers vested in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section -

(a) shall extend, notwi thstanding anything to the contrary government or authority and to any
persons in Nigeria, and to all actions and proceedings relating thereto, for the determ



i nation of any question as to the civil rights and obligations of that persons;

(c) shall not except as otherw se provided by this Constitution, extend to any issue or question
as to whether any act of omi ssion by any authority or person or as to whether any la

w or any judicial decisionis in conformty with the Fundanental (bjectives and Directive
Principles of State Policy set out in Chapter Il of this Constitution;

(d) shall not, as fromdate when this section conmes into force, extend to any action or
proceedings relating to any existing |l aw nade on or after 15th January, 1966 for determ ning

any issue or question as to the conpetence of any authority or person to make any such | aw.

(7).

(1) The system of |ocal governnent by denocratically elected | ocal governnent councils is under
this Constitution guaranteed; and accordingly, the Government of every State shall, s

ubject to section 8 of this Constitution, ensure their existence under a Law which provides for
the establishment, structure, conposition, finance and functions of such councils.

(2) The person authorised by law to prescribe the area over which a | ocal government council nay
exercise authority shall -

(a) define such area as clearly as practicable; and

(b) ensure, to the extent to which it nay be reasonably justifiable that in defining such area
regard is paid to - (i) the commopn interest of the comunity in the area;

(ii) traditional association of the community; and

(iii) admnistrative convenience.

(3) it shall be the duty of a local governnment council within the State to participate in economnic
pl anni ng and devel opnment of the area referred to in subsection (2) of this section

and to this end an econonic planning board shall be established by a Law enacted by the House of
Assenbly of the State.

(4) The CGovernnment of a State shall ensure that every persons who is entitled to vote or be voted
for at an election to House of Assenbly shall have the right to vote or be voted fo

r at an election to a | ocal government council

(5) The functions to be conferred by Law upon | ocal government council shall include those set out
in the Fourth Schedule to this Constitution

(6) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution -

(a) the National Assenbly shall make provisions for statutory allocation of public revenue to

| ocal government councils in the Federation; and

(b) the House of Assenbly of a State shall make provisions for statutory allocation of public
revenue to | ocal government councils within the State.

(8).

(1) An Act of the National Assenbly for the purpose of creating a new State shall only be passed
if-

(a) a request, supported by at least two-thirds majority of nenbers (representing the area
demandi ng the creation of the new State) in each of the following, namely - (i) the Senat

e and the House of Representatives,

(ii) the House of Assenmbly in respect of the area, and

(iii) the local government councils in respect of the area,

is received by the National Assenbly;

(b) a proposal for the creation of the State is thereafter approved in a referendum by at | east
two-thirds majority of the people of the area where the demand for creation of the St

ate origi nat ed;

(c) the result of the referendumis then approved by a sinple majority of all the States of the
Federation supported by a sinple najority of menbers of the Houses of Assenbly; and

(d) the proposal is approved by a resolution passed by two-thirds majority of menbers of each
House of the National Assenbly.

(2) An Act of the National Assenbly for the purpose of boundary adjustrment of any existing State
shall only be passed if-

(a) a request for the boundary adjustnment, supported by two-thirds mgjority of nmenbers
(representing the area denanding and the area affected by the boundary adjustnent) in each of
the foll owi ng, nanely-

(i) the Senate and the House of Representatives,

(ii) the House of Assenbly in respect of the area, and

(iii) the local government councils in respect of the area.



is received by the National Assenbly; and

(b) a proposal for the boundary adjustnent is approved by -

(i) a sinmple majority of nenbers of each House of the National Assenbly, and

(ii) a sinple majority of menbers of the House of Assenbly in respect of the area concerned.
(3) Abill for a Law of a House of Assenbly for the purpose of creating a new | ocal governnent
area shall only be passed if -

(a) a request supported by at least two-thirds majority of members (representing the area
demandi ng the creation of the new | ocal governnment area) in each of the follow ng, namely -

(i) the House of Assenbly in respect of the area, and

(ii) the local governnent councils in respect of the area,

is received by the House of Assenbly.

(b) a proposal for the creation of the |ocal governnent area is thereafter approved in a
referendum by at |east two-thirds majority of the people of the |ocal governnment area where
the denmand for the proposed | ocal governnent area origi nated;

(c) the result of the referendumis then approved by a sinple majority of the nenbers in each

| ocal governnent council in a majority of all the local government councils in the State;
and

(d) the result of the referendumis approved by a resolution passed by two-thirds majority of
menbers of the House of Assenbly.

(4) Abill for a Law of House of Assenbly for the purpose of boundary adjustnent of any existing
| ocal governnent area shall only be passed if-

(a) a request for the boundary adjustment is supported by two-thirds mgjority of menbers
(representing the area demandi ng and the area affected by the boundary adjustnent) in each o
f the follow ng, nanely -

(i) the House of Assenbly in respect of the area, and

(ii) the local governnent council in respect of the area,

is received by the House of Assenbly; and

(b) a proposal for the boundary adjustnent is approved by a sinple majority of nenbers of the
House of Assenbly in respect of the area concerned.

(5) An Act of the National Assenbly passed in accordance with this section shall make
consequential provisions with respect to the nanes and headquarters of State or Local governmnmen
t areas as provided in section 3 of this Constitution and in Parts | and Il of the First Schedul e
to this Constitution.

(6) For the purpose of enabling the National Assenbly to exercise the powers conferred upon it by
subsection (5) of this section, each House of Assenbly shall, after the creation of

nmore | ocal government areas pursuant to subsection (3) of this section, nmake adequate returns to
each House of the National Assenbly

9.

(1) The National Assenbly may, subject to the provision of this section, alter any of the
provisions of this Constitution.

(2) An Act of the National Assenmbly for the altertion of this Constitution, not being an Act to
whi ch section 8 of this Constitution applies, shall not be passed in either House of

the National Assenbly unless the proposal is supported by the votes of not |ess than two-thirds
mejority of all the menmbers of that House and approved by resolution of the Houses of

Assenbly of not less than two-thirds of all the States.

(3) An Act of the National Assenbly for the purpose of altering the provisions of this section
section 8 or Chapter IV of this Constitution shall not be passed by either House of t

he National Assenbly unless the proposal is approved by the votes of not |less than four-fifths
majority of all the menmbers of each House, and al so approved by resol ution of the Hous

e of Assenbly of not less than two-third of all States.

(4) For the purposes of section 8 of this Constitution and of subsections (2) and (3) of this
section, the nunber of nenbers of each House of the National Assenbly shall, notwthsta

ndi ng any vacancy, be deened to be the nunber of menbers specified in sections 48 and 49 of this
Constitution.

Prohi bition of State Religion.

10. The Governnent of the Federation or of a State shall not adopt any religion as State Religion

11.



(1) The National Assenbly may make | aws for the Federation or any part therefore with respect to
the mai ntenance and securing of public safety and public order and providing, nainta

i ning and securing of such supplies and service as may be designed by the National Assenbly as
essential supplies and services.

(2) Nothing in this section shall preclude a House of Assenbly fromnaking laws with respect to
the matter referred to in this section, including the provision for maintenance and s
ecuring of such supplies and services as may be designated by the National Assenbly as essentia
suppl i es and services.

(3) During any period when the Federation is at war the National Assenbly may meke such | aws for
t he peace, order and good governnment of the Federation or any part therefore with re
spect to matters not included in the Exclusive Legislative List as may appear to it to be
necessary or expedient for the defence of the Federation

(4) At any tine when any House of Assenbly of a State is unable to performits functions by reason
of the situation prevailing in that State, the National Assenmbly may make such | aw

s for the peace, order and good governnment of that State with respect to matters on which a House
of Assenbly may nmake | aws as nay appear to the National Assenbly to be necessary or

expedi ent until such tine as the House of Assenbly is able to resune its functions; and any such
| aws enacted by the National Assenbly pursuant to this section shall have effect as

if they were | aws enacted by the House of Assenbly of the State:

Provi ded that nothing in this section shall be construed as conferring on the National Assenbly
power to renove the Governor or the Deputy Governor of the State fromoffice

(5) For the purposes of subsection (4) of this section, a House of Assenbly shall not be deened to
be unable to performits functions so |ong as the House of Assenbly can hold a nee
ting and transact business.

12.

(1) No treaty between the Federation and any other country shall have the force of lawto the
extent to which any such treaty has been enacted into | aw by the National Assenbly.

(2) The National Assenbly may nake |aws for the Federation or any part thereof with respect to
matters not included in the he Exclusive Legislative List for the purpose of inplenent

ing a treaty.

(3) Abill for an Act of the National Assenbly passed pursuant to the provisions of subsection (2)
of this section shall not be presented to the President for assent, and shall not

be enacted unless it is ratified by a nagjority of all the House of Assenbly in the Federation

CHAPTER 2
FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTI VES AND DI RECTI VE PRI NCI PLES OF STATE POLI CY

(13) It shall be the duty and responsibility of all organs of governnent, and of all authorities
and persons, exercising |legislative, executive or judicial powers, to conformto, ob
serve and apply the provisions of this Chapter of this Constitution

14-

(1) The Federal Republic of Nigeria shall be a State based on the principles of denbcracy and
soci al justice.

(2) It is hereby, accordingly, declared that:

(a) sovereignty belongs to the people of Nigeria fromwhom governnent through this Constitution
derives all its powers and authority;

(b) the security and wel fare of the people shall be the primary purpose of government: and

(c) the participation by the people in their governnent shall be ensured in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution.

(3) The conposition of the Governnment of the Federation or any of its agencies and the conduct of
its affairs shall be carried out in such a manner as to reflect the federal charact

er of Nigeria and the need to pronote national unity, and also to comand national |oyalty,
thereby ensuring that there shall be no predom nance of persons froma few State or from

a few ethnic or other sectional groups in that Government or in any of its agencies.

(4) The conposition of the Governnment of a State, a |ocal governnment council, or any of the
agenci es of such Governnment or council, and the conduct of the affairs of the Governnent



or council or such agencies shal be carried out in such manner as to recogni se the diversity of
the people within its area of authority and the need to pronbte a sense of bel ongi ng

and loyalty anong all the people of the Federation.

15-

(1) The notto of the Federal Republic of Nigeria shall be Unity and Faith, Peace and Progress.
(2) Accordingly, national integration shall be actively encouraged, whilst discrimnation on the
grounds of place of origin, sex, religion, status, ethnic or linguistic association

or ties shall be prohibited.

(3) For the purpose of pronoting national integration, it shall be the duty of the State to:

(a) provide adequate facilities for and encourage free nmobility of people, goods and services

t hrought out the Federation

(b) secure full residence rights for every citizen in all parts of the Federation

(c) encourage inter-marriage anmong persons fromdifferent places of origin, or of different
religious, ethnic or linguistic association or ties; and

(d) pronote or encourage the formation of associations that cut across ethnic, |inguistic,
religious and or other sectional barriers.

(4) The State shall foster a feeling of belonging and of involvenent anong the various peopl e of
the Federation, to the end that loyalty to the nation shall override sectional |aya

ties.

(5) The State shall abolish all corrupt practices and abuse of power.

16-

(1) The State shall, within the context of the ideals and objectives for which provisions are made
in this Constitution

(a) harness the resources of the nation and pronote national prosperity and an efficient, a
dynam ¢ and self-reliant econony;

(b) control the national econony in such nanner as to secure the maxi rum wel fare, freedom and
happi ness of every citizen on the basis of social justice and equality of status and op

portunity;

(c) without prejudice to its right to operate or participate in areas of the econony, other than
the major sectors of the economny, nanage and operate the mmjor sectors of the econom

Y;

(d) without prejudice to the right of any person to participate in areas of the econony within the
maj or sector of the economy, protect the right of every citizen to engange in any

econonic actitivies outside the major sectors of the econony.

(2) The State shall direct its policy towards ensuring:

(a) the pronmotion of a planned and bal anced econoni ¢ devel opnent;

(b) that the naterial resources of the nation are harnessed and distributed as best as possible to
serve the comon good,;

(c) that the economi c systemis not operated in such a manner as to pernit the concentration of
weal th or the neans of production and exchange in the hands of few individuals or of

a group; and

(d) that suitable and adequate shelter, suitable and adequate food, reasonable national m nimm
living wage, old age care and pensions, and unenpl oynent, sick benefits and welfare o

f the disabled are provided for all citizens.

(3) A body shall be set up by an Act of the National Assenbly which shall have power;

(a) toreview, fromtime to tinme, the ownership and control of business enterprises operating in
Ni geria and nake recommendations to the President on sane; and

(b) to administer any law for the regulation of the ownership and control of such enterprises.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section -

(a) the reference to the "major sectors of the econony" shall be construed as a reference to such
econom c activities as may, fromtine to tine, be declared by a resolution of each

House of the National Assenbly to be nmanaged and operated exclusively by the Governnment of the
Federation, and until a resolution to the contrary is nade by the National Assenbly, e

conom ¢ activities being operated exclusively by the Governnent of the Federation on the date

i mredi ately proceding the day when this section comes into force, whether directly or t

hrough the agencies of a statutory or other corporation or conpany, shall be deened to be major
sectors of the econony;

(b) "econom c activities" includes activities directly concerned with the production, distribution
and exchange of weat her or of goods and sercices; and



(c) "participate" includes the rendering of services and supplying of goods.
17.

(1) The State social order is founded on ideals of Freedom Equality and Justice.

(2) In futherance of the social order-

(a) every citizen shall have equality of rights, obligations and opportunities before the |aw

(b) the sanctity of the human person shall be recogni zed and hunman dignity shall be maintai ned and
enhanced;

(c) governnental actions shall be hunane;

(d) exploitation of human or natural resources in any form whatesoever for reasons, other than the
good of the community, shall be prevented; and

(e) the independence, inpartiality and intergrity of courts of law, and easy accessibility thereto
shal | be secured and maint ai ned.

(3) The State shall direct its policy towards ensuring that-

(a) all citizens, without discrimnation on any group whatsoever, have the opportunity for
securi ng adequate neans of livelihood as well as adequate opportunity to secure suitable e

nmpl oyenent ;
(b) conditions of work are just and hunmane, and that there are adequate facilities for |eisure and
for social, religious and cultural life;

(c) the health, safety and welfare of all persons in enploynent are safeguarded and not endangered
or abused;

(d) there are adequate nedical and health facilities for all persons:

(e) there is equal pay for equal work wi thout discrinination on account of sex, or on any ot her
ground what soever

(f) children, young persons and the age are protected agai nst any exploitation whatsoever, and
agai nst nmoral and material neglect;

(g) provision is nmade for public assistance in deserving cases or other conditions of need; and
(h) the evolution and pronotion of family life is encouraged.

Educati onal objectives-

18 -

(1) CGovernnent shall direct its policy towards ensuring that there are equal and adequate
educational opportunities at all |evels.

(2) Governnent shall pronote science and technol ogy

(3) Governent shall strive to eradicate illiteracy; and to this end Governnent shall as and when
practi abl e provide

(a) free, compul sory and universal prinmary education;

(b) free secondary education

(c) free university education; and

(d) free adult literacy progranmne.

19. The foreign policy objectives shall be -

(a) pronotion and protection of the national interest;

(b) pronotion of African integration and support for African unity;

(c) pronotion of international co-operation for the consolidation of universal peace and nutua
respect anong all nations and elimnation of discrimnation in all its nmanifestations

(d) respect for international [aw and treaty obligations as well as the seeking of settlenent of
i nternational disputes by negotiation, mediation, conciliation, arbitration and adju

di cation; and

(e) pronotion of a just world econom c order

20. The State shall protect and i nprove the environment and safeguard the water, air and | and,
forest and wild life of Nigeria.

21. The State shall -

(a) protect, preserve and pronote the Nigerian cultures which enhance human dignity and are
consistent with the fundanental objectives as provided in this Chapter; and

(b) encourage devel opnent of technol ogical and scientific studies which enhance cultural val ues.
22. The press, radio, television and other agencies of the mass nedia shall at all tinmes be free
to uphol d the fundanental objectives contained in this Chapter and uphold the respon



sibility and accountability of the Governnent to the people.

23 The national ethics shall be Discipline, Integrity, Dignity of Labour, Social, Justice,
Rel i gi ous Tol erance, Self-reliance and Patriotism

Duties of the citizen
24. It shall be the duty of every citizen to -

(a) abide by this Constitution, respect its ideals and its insitutitions, the National Flag, the
Nati onal Anthem the National Pledge, and legitimte authorities;

(b) help to enhance the power, prestige and good nane of N geria, defend Nigeria and render such
nati onal service as may be required;

(c) respect the dignity of other citizens and the rights and legitimte interests of others and
live in unity and harnony and in the spirit of conmon brotherhood;

(d) make positive and useful contribution to the advancenent, progress and well-being of the
communi ty where he resides;

(e) render assistance to appropriate and | awful agencies in the maintenance of |aw and order; and
(f) declare his income honestly to appropriate and | awful agencies and pay his tax pronptly.

CHAPTER 3
Cl TI ZENSHI P
25.

(1) The followi ng persons are citizens of N geria by birth-nanely-

(a) every person born in N geria before the date of independence, either of whose parents or any
of whose grandparents bel ongs or belonged to a community indi genous to N geria;

Provi ded that a person shall not beconme a citizen of Nigeria by virtue of this section if neither
of his parents nor any of his grandparents was born in Nigeria.

(b) every person born in Nigeria after the date of independence either of whose parents or any of
whose grandparents is a citizen of N geria; and

(c) every person born outside Nigeria either of whose parents is a citizen of N geria.

(2) In this section, "the date of independence" nmeans the 1st day of October 1960.

26.

(1) Subject to the provisions of section 28 of this Constitution, a person to whomthe provisions
of this section apply may be registered as a citizen of Nigeria, if the President

s satisfied that -

(a) he is a person of good charcater;

(b) he has shown a clear intention of his desire to be donmiciled in N geria; and

(c) he has taken the Cath of Allegiance presicribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitution
(2) the provisions of this section shall apply to-

(a) any wonman who is or has been married to a citizen of N geria; or

(b) every person of full age and capacity born outside Nigeria any of whose grandparenters is a
citizen of N geria.

27.

(1) Subject to the provisions of section 28 of this Constitution, any person who is qualified in
accordance with the provisions of this section may apply to the President for the sa

me of a certificate of naturalisation

(2) No person shall be qualified to apply for the grant of a certificate or naturalisation, unles
he satisfies the President that -

(a) he is a person of full age and capacity;

(b) he is a person of good character

(c) he has shown a clear intention of his desire to be donmiciled in Nigeria;

(d) he is, in the opinion of the Governor of the State where he is or he proposes to be resident,
acceptable to the local community in which he is to |live parmanently, and has been

assimlated into the way of life of Nigerians in that part of the Federation

(e) he is a person who has nade or is capable of naking useful contribution to the advancenent;



progress and wel |l -being of N geria;

Senvent h schedul e.

(f) he has taken the Cath of All egiance prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitution
and

(g) he has, inmmediately preceding the date of his application, either- (i) resided in Nigeria for
a continuous period of fifteen years; or

(ii) resided in N geria continuously for a period of twelve nonths, and during the period of
twenty years inmmedi ately preceding that period of twelve months has resided in N geria f

or periods amounting in the aggregate to not less than fifteen years.

28.

(1) Subject to the other provisions of this section, a person shall forteit forthwith his N gerian
citizenhsip if, not being a citizen of Nigeria by birth, he acquires or retains th

e citizenship or nationality of a country, other than Nigeria, of which he is not a citizen by
birth.

(2) Any registration of a person as a citizen of Nigeria or the grant of a certificate of
naturalisation to a persn who is a citizen of a country other than Nigeria at the time of s

uch registration or grant shall, if he is not a citizen by birth of that other country, be
conditional upon effectiv e renunciation of the citizenship or nationality of that other c

ountry within a period of not nore than five nonths fromthe date of such registration or grant.
29.

(1) Any citizen of Nigeria of full age who wi shes to renounce his Nigerian citizenship shall make
a declaration in the prescribed nanner for the renunciation.

(2) The President shall cause the declaration made under subsection (1) of this section to be
regi stered and upon such registration, the person who nmade the declaration shall cease

to be a citizen of N geria.

(3) The President may wi thhold the registration of any decl arati on made under subsection (1) of
this section if-

(a) the declaration is nmade during any war in which Nigeria is physically involved; or

(b) in his opinion, it is otherwise contrary to public policy.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section.

(a) "full age" neans the age of eighteen years and above;

(b) any woman who is married shall be deened to be of full age.

30.

(1) The President may deprive a person, other than a person who is a citizen of Nigeria by birth
or by registration, of his citizenship, if he is satisfied that such a person has, w

ithin a period of seven years after becomi ng naturalised, been sentenced to inprisonnent for a
termof not less than three years.

(2) The President shall deprive a person, other than a person who is citizen of Nigeria by birth,
of his citizenship, if he is satisfied fromthe records of procedings of a court of

| aw or other tribunal or after due inquiry in accordance with regul ati ons nade by him that -
(a) the person has shown hinself by act or speech to be disloyal towards the Federal Republic of
Ni geria; or

(b) the person has, during any war in which Nigeria was engaged, unlawfully traded with the eneny
or been engaged in or associated with any business that was in the opinion of the p

resident carried on in such a manner as to assist the enemy of Nigeria in that war, or unlawfully
communi cated with such eneny to the detrinment of or with intent to cause damage to
the interest of Nigeria.
31. For the purposes of this Chapter, a parent or grandparent of a person shall be deened to be a
citizen of Nigeria if at the time of the birth of that person such parent or grandp
arent woul d have possessed that status by birth if he had been alive on the date of independence;
and in this section, "the date of independence" has the neaning assigned to it in s
ection 25 (2) of this Constitution.

32 -

(1) The president may nmake regul ations, not inconsistent with this Chapter, prescribing al
matters which are required or permtted to be prescribed or which are necessary or conven
ient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to the provisions of this Chapter, and for



granting special immigrant status with full residential rights to non-N gerian spo

uses of citizens of Nigeria who do not wish to acquire N gerian citizenship.

(2) Any regul ations made by the president pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be laid
before the National Assenbly.

CHAPTER 4
FUNDAMENTAL RI GATS
33

- (1) Every person has a right to life, and no one shall be deprived intentionally of his life,
save in execution of the sentence of a court in respect of a crimnal offence of whic

h he has been found guilty in Nigeria.

(2) A person shall not be regarded as having been deprived of his life in contravention of this
section, if he dies as a result of the use, to such extent and in such circunstances

as are permtted by law, of such force as is reasonably necessary -

(a) for the defence of any person fromunlawful violence or for the defence of property:

(b) in order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent the escape of a person |awfully detained; or
(c) for the purpose of suppressing a riot, insurrection or mutiny.

34.

-(1) Every individual is entitled to respect for the dignity of his person, and accordingly -

(a) no person shall be subject to torture or to i nhunan or degradi ng treatnent;

(b) no person shall he held in slavery or servitude; and

(c) no person shall be required to performforced of conpul sory | abour

(2) for the purposes of subsection (1) (c) of this section, "forced or conpul sory | abour" does not
i ncl ude -

(a) any | abour required in consequence of the sentence or order of a court;

(b) any | abour required of nenbers of the arned forces of the Federation or the Nigeria Police
Force in pursuance of their duties as such

(c) in the case of persons who have conscientious objections to service in the armed forces of the
Federation, any |abour required instead of such service;

(d) any | abour required which is reasonably necessary in the event of any energency or calamty
threatening the life or well-being of the comunity; or

(e) any |l abour or service that fornms part of - (i) normal communal or other civic obligations of
the wel | -bei ng of the community.

(ii) such conpul sory national service in the arned forces of the Federation as may be prescribed
by an Act of the National Assenbly, or

(iii) such conpul sory national service which fornms part of the education and training of citizens
of Nigeria as may be prescribed by an Act of the National Assenbly.

35

-(1) Every person shall be entitled to his personal liberty and no person shall be deprived of
such liberty save in the follow ng cases and in accordance with a procedure pernitted

by |aw -

(a) in execution of the sentence or order of a court in respect of a crimnal offence of which he
has been found guilty;

(b) by reason of his failure to conply with the order of a court or in order to secure the
fulfilnment of any obligation i mposed upon him by |aw

(c) for the purpose of bringing himbefore a court in execution of the order of a court or upon
reasonabl e suspicion of his having cormitted a crimnal offence, or to such extent as

may be reasonably necessary to prevent his committing a criminal offence;

(d) in the case of a person who has not attained the age of eighteen years for the purpose of his
education or welfare;

(e) in the case of persons suffering frominfectious or contagi ous di sease, persons of unsound

m nd, persons addicted to drugs or al cohol or vagrants, for the purpose of their care
or treatment or the protection of the conmunity; or

(f) for the purpose of preventing the unlawful entry of any person into Nigeria or of effecting
the expul sion, extradition or other |awful renmoval from Ni geria of any person or the



taki ng of proceedings relating thereto:

Provi ded that a person who is charged with an of fence and who has been detained in | awful custody
awaiting trial shall not continue to be kept in such detention for a period |onger

than the nmaxi num period of inprisonnment prescribed for the offence.

(2) Any person who is arrested or detained shall have the right to remain silent or avoid
answering any question until after consultation with a |legal practitioner or any other pers

on of his own choice.

(3) Any person who is arrested or detained shall be inforned in witing within twenty-four hours
(and in a | anguage that he understands) of the facts and grounds for his arrest or d

etention.

(4) Any person who is arrested or detained in accordance with subsection (1) (c) of this section
shal | be brought before a court of lawwithin a reasonable tinme, and if he is not tr

ied within a period of -

(a) two nonths fromthe date of his arrest or detention in the case of a person who is in custody
or is not entitled to bail; or

(b) three nonths fromthe date of his arrest or detention in the case of a person who has been
rel eased on bail,

he shall (without prejudice to any further proceedings that nay be brought against hin) be

rel eased either unconditionally or upon such conditions as are reasonably necessary to ens

ure that he appears for trial at a |later date.

(5) In subsection (4) of this section, the expression "a reasonable tinme" neans -

(a) in the case of an arrest or detention in any place where there is a court of conpetent
jurisdiction within a radius of forty kilonetres, a period of one day; and

(b) in any other case, a period of two days or such longer period as in the circunstances nay be
consi dered by the court to be reasonable.

(6) Any person who is unlawfully arrested or detained shall be entitled to conpensation and public
apol ogy fromthe appropriate authority or person; and in this subsection, "the app

ropriate authority or person” means an authority or person specified by |aw.

(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed -

(a) inrelation to subsection (4) of this section, as applying in the case of a person arrested or
det ai ned upon reasonabl e suspicion of having conrmitted a capital offence; and

(b) as invalidating any | aw by reason only that it authorises the detention for a period not
exceedi ng three months of a menmber of the armed forces of the federation or a menmber of

the Nigeria Police Force in execution of a sentence inposed by an officer of the armed forces of
the Federation or of the Nigeria police force, in respect of an offence punishable b

y such detention of which he has been found guilty.

36

(1) In the deternmination of his civil rights and obligations, including any question or

determ nation by or against any government or authority, a person shall be entitled to a fair
hearing within a reasonable tine by a court or other tribunal established by | aw and constituted
in such manner as to secure its independence and inpartiality.

(2) Wthout prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this section, a | aw shall not be invalidated
by reason only that it confers on any government or authority power to determ ne qu

estions arising in the adnmnistration of a law that affects or may affect the civil rights and
obligations of any person if such | aw -

(a) provides for an opportunity for the persons whose rights and obligations may be affected to
make representations to the administering authority before that authority nakes the d

eci sion affecting that person; and

(b) contains no provision making the determnation of the adm nistering authority final and
concl usi ve.

(3) The proceedi ngs of a court or the proceedings of any tribunal relating to the natters
mentioned in subsection (1) of this section (including the announcenent of the decisions of

the court or tribunal) shall be held in public.

(4) Whenever any person is charged with a crimnal offence, he shall, unless the charge is
wi t hdrawn, be entitled to a fair hearing in public within a reasonable time by a court or
tribunal

Provi ded that -

(a) a court or such a tribunal may exclude fromits proceedi ngs persons other than the parties
thereto or their legal practitioners in the interest of defence, public safety, public

order, public norality, the welfare of persons who have not attained the age of eighteen years,



the protection of the private lives of the parties or to such extent as it may cons

der necessary by reason of special circunstances in which publicity would be contrary to the
interests of justice;

(b) if in any proceedings before a court or such a tribunal, a Mnister of the Governnent of the
Federation or a comm ssioner of the government of a State satisfies the court or tr

bunal that it would not be in the public interest for any matter to be publicly disclosed, the
court or tribunal shall nake arrangements for evidence relating to that matter to be h

eard in private and shall take such other action as may be necessary or expedient to prevent the
di scl osure of the matter

(5) Every person who is charged with a crinmnal offence shall be presuned to be innocent until he
is proved guilty;

Provi ded that nothing in this section shall invalidate any |aw by reason only that the | aw i nposes
upon any such person the burden of proving particular facts.

(6) Every person who is charged with a crinminal offence shall be entitled to -

(a) be informed pronptly in the | anguage that he understands and in detail of the nature of the
of f ence;

(b) be given adequate tine and facilities for the preparation of his defence;

(c) defend hinself in person or by |egal practitioners of his own choi ce;

(d) examine, in person or by his legal practitioners, the witnesses called by the prosection
before any court or tribunal and obtain the attendance and carry out the exam nation of

Wi tnesses to testify on his behalf before the court or tribunal on the same conditions as those
applying to the witnesses called by the prosecution; and

(e) have, without paynent, the assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand the | anguage
used at the trial of the offence.

(7) When any person is tried for any criminal offence, the court or tribunal shall keep a record
of the proceedi ngs and the accused person or any persons authorised by himin that b

ehal f shall be entitled to obtain copies of the judgnment in the case within seven days of the
concl usi on of the case.

(8) No person shall be held to be guilty of a crininal offence on account of any act or oni ssion
that did not, at the tine it took place, constitute such an offence, and no penalty

shal | be inposed for any criminal offence heavier than the penalty in force at the tine the

of fence was comitted

(9) No person who shows that he has been tried by any court of conpetent jurisdiction or tribunal
for a crimnal offence and either convicted or acquitted shall again be tried for t

hat offence or for a crimnal offence having the sane ingredients as that offence save upon the
order of a superior court.

(10) No person who shows that he has been pardoned for a crinminal offence shall again be tried for
that of f ence.

(11) No person who is tried for a crimnal offence shall be conpelled to give evidence at the
trial

(12) Subject as otherwi se provided by this Constitution, a person shall not be convicted of a
crimnal offence unless that offence is defined and the penalty therefor is prescribed
inawitten law, and in this subsection, a witten law refers to an Act of the National Assenbly
or a Law of a State, any subsidiary legislation or instrunment under the provisions

of a |law

37. The privacy of citizens, their hones, correspondence, telephone conversations and tel egraphic
conmmuni cations is hereby guaranteed and protected.

38.

(1) Every person shall be entitled to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, including
freedomto change his religion or belief, and freedom (either alone or in conmunity with

others, and in public or in private) to nanifest and propagate his religion or belief in worship
teachi ng, practice and observance.

(2) No person attendi ng any place of education shall be required to receive religious instruction
or to take part in or attend any religious cerenony or observance if such instruct

on cerenony or observance relates to a religion other than his own, or religion not approved by
his parent or guardian

(3) No religious conmunity or denom nation shall be prevented from providing religious instruction
for pupils of that community or denom nation in any place of education maintained
whol ly by that community or denom nati on.



(4) Nothing in this section shall entitle any person to form take part in the activity or be a
menber of a secret society.
39 -

(1) Every person shall be entitled to freedom of expression, including freedomto hold opinions
and to receive and inpart ideas and information wi thout interference.

(2) Wthout prejudice to the generality of subsection (1) of this section, every person shall be
entitled to own, establish and operate any nedium for the dissenination of informati

on, ideas and opi nions:

40 -

(1) Every person shall be entitled to assenble freely and associate with other persons, and in
particular he may formor belong to any political party, trade union or any other association for
t he

protection of his interests:

(2) Provided that the provisions of this section shall not derogate fromthe powers conferred by
this

Constitution on the |Independent National Electoral Conmi ssion with respect to political parties to
whi ch that Conmi ssi on does not accord recognition.

41.

(1) Every citizen of Nigeria is entitled to nove freely throughout Nigeria and to reside in any
part thereof, and no citizen of N geria shall be expelled from Ni geria or refused ent

ry thereby or exit therefrom

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) of this section shall invalidate any law that is reasonably
justifiable in a denocratic society-

(a) inposing restrictions on the residence or novenent of any person who has conmitted or is
reasonably suspected to have conmitted a crimnal offence in order to prevent himfrom|l

eaving Nigeria; or

(b) providing for the renobval of any person fromNi geria to any other country to:- (i) be tried
outside Nigeria for any criminal offence, or

(ii) undergo inprisonnent outside Nigeria in execution of the sentence of a court of lawin
respect of a crininal offence of which he has been found guilty:

Provided that there is reciprocal agreenment between Nigeria and such other country in relation to
such matter.

42.

(1) Acitizen of Nigeria of a particular community, ethnic group, place of origin, sex, religion

or political opinion shall not, by reason only that he is such a person:-

(a) be subjected either expressly by, or in the practical application of, any lawin force in

Ni geria or any executive or administrative action of the government, to disabilities or
restrictions to which citizens of N geria of other communities, ethnic groups, places of origin

sex, religions or political opinions are not made subject; or

(b) be accorded either expressly by, or in the practical application of, any lawin force in

Ni geria or any such executive or adm nistrative action, any privilege or advantage that

is not accorded to citizens of N geria of other conmmunities, ethnic groups, places of origin, sex,
religions or political opinions.

(2) No citizen of Nigeria shall be subjected to any disability or deprivation nerely by reason of

the circunstances of his birth.

(3) Nothing in subsection (1) of this section shall invalidate any |law by reason only that the | aw
i nposes restrictions with respect to the appoi ntnment of any person to any office u

nder the State or as a nmenber of the arned forces of the Federation or nenber of the Nigeria
Police Forces or to an office in the service of a body, corporate established directly b

y any law in force in Nigeria.

43. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, every citizen of N geria shall have the right

to acquire and own i nmovabl e property anywhere in N geria.

44,

(1) No noveabl e property or any interest in an i movable property shall be taken possession of
conmpul sorily and no right over or interest in any such property shall be acquired conp
ulsorily in any part of N geria except in the manner and for the purposes prescribed by a | aw



that, among other things -

(a) requires the pronpt paynent of conpensation therefore and

(b) gives to any person claimng such conpensation a right of access for the determ nation of his
interest in the property and the anmount of conpensation to a court of law or tribun

al or body having jurisdiction in that part of N geria.

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) of this section shall be construed as affecting any general |aw
(a) for the inposition or enforcenent of any tax, rate or duty;

(b) for the inposition of penalties or forfeiture for breach of any |aw, whether under civi
process or after conviction for an offence;

(c) relating to | eases, tenancies, nortgages, charges, bills of sale or any other rights or
obligations arising out of contracts.

(d) relating to the vesting and admini stration of property of persons adjudged or otherw se

decl ared bankrupt or insolvent, of persons of unsound nmind or deceased persons, and of co
rporate or unincorporate bodies in the course of bei ng wound-up

(e) relating to the execution of judgenments or orders of court;

(f) providing for the taking of possesion of property that is in a dangerous state or is injurious
to the health of human beings, plants or aninals;

(g) relating to eneny property;

(h) relating to trusts and trustees;

(i) relating to limtation of actions;

(j) relating to property vested in bodies corporate directly established by any lawin force in
Ni geri a;

(k) relating to the tenmporary taking of possession of property for the purpose of any exani nation
i nvestigation or enquiry;

(1) providing for the carrying out of work on |and for the purpose of soil-conservation; or

(m subject to pronpt paynment of conpensation for damage to buil dings, econonmic trees or crops,
providing for any authority or person to enter, survey or dig any land, or to lay, in

stall or erect poles, cables, wires, pipes, or other conductors or structures on any land, in
order to provide or maintain the supply or distribution of energy, fuel, water, sewage,

t el econmuni cation services or other public facilities or public utilities.

(3) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the entire property in and contro
of all minerals, mneral oils and natural gas in under or upon any land in Nigeria o

r in, under or upon the territorial waters and the Excl usive Econonic Zone of N geria shall vest
in the Governnent of the Federation and shall be managed in such manner as may be pr

escribed by the National Assenbly.

45,

(1) Nothing in sections 37, 38, 39, 40 and 41 of this Constitution shall invalidate any |aw that
is reasonably justifiable in a denbcratic society

(a) in the interest of defence, public safety, public order, public norality or public health; or
(b)for the purpose of protecting the rights and freedom or other persons

(2) An act of the National Assenbly shall not be invalidated by reason only that it provides for
the taking, during periods of energency, of measures that derogate fromthe provisio

ns of section 33 or 35 of this Constitution; but no such neasures shall be taken in pursuance of
any such act during any period of emergency save to the extent that those neasures a

re reasonably justifiable for the purpose of dealing with the situation that exists during that
period of emergency:

Provi ded that nothing in this section shall authorise any derogation fromthe provisions of
section 33 of this Constitution, except in respect of death resulting fromacts of war or

aut hori se any derogation fromthe provisions of section 36(8) of this Constitution.

(3) Inthis section, a " period of emergency"” neans any period during which there is in force a
Procl amati on of a state of energency declared by the President in exercise of the pow

ers conferred on himunder section 305 of this Constitution
46.

(1) Any person who alleges that any of the provisions of this Chapter has been, is being or likely
to be contravened in any State in relation to himmay apply to a High Corut in tha

t State for redress.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, a Hi gh Court shall have original jurisdiction
to hear and determ ne any application made to it in pursuance of this section and may

meke such orders, issue such wits and give such directions as it may consi der appropriate for



the purpose of enforcenent or securing the enforcing within that State of any right

to which the person who nmakes the application may be entitled under this Chapter

(3) The Chief Justice of Nigeria may nake rules with respect to the practice and procedure of a
Hi gh Court for the purposes of this section

(4) The National Assenbly -

(a) may confer upon a High Court such powers in addition to those conferred by this section as may
appear to the National Assenbly to be necessary or desirable for the purpose of en

abling the court nmore effectively to exercise the jurisdiction conferred upon it by this section
and

(b) shall nmake provisions- (i) for the rendering of financial assistance to any indigent citizen
of Nigeria where his right under this Chapter has been infringed or with a viewto

enabling himto engage the services of a legal practitioner to prosecute his claim and

(ii) for ensuring that allegations of infringement of such rights are substantial and the

requi renment or need for financial or legal aid is real

CHAPTER 5

THE LEG SLATURE

Part |

NATI ONAL ASSEMBLY

A Conposition and Staff of National Assenbly

47. There shall be a National Assenbly for the Federation which shall consist of a Senate and a
House of Representatives.

48. The Senate shall consist of three Senators fromeach State and one fromthe Federal Capita
Territory, Abuja.

49. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the House of Representatives shall consist of
three hundred and sixty nmenbers representing constituencies of nearly equal popul at
ion as far as possible, provided that no constituency shall fall within nore than one State.

50.

(1) There shall be:-

(a) a President and a Deputy President of the Senate, who shall be elected by the nenbers of that
House from anmong t hensel ves; and

(b) a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, who shall be elected by the
menbers of that House from anong thensel ves.

(2) The President or Deputy President of the Senate or the Speaker or Deputy Speaker of the House
of Representatives shall vacate his office -

(a) if he ceases to be a nmenber of the Senate or of the House of Representatives, as the case may
be, otherw se than by reason of a dissolution of the Senate or the House of Represe

ntatives; or

(b) when the House of which he was a nmenber first sits after any dissolution of that House; or
(c) if heis renoved fromoffice by a resolution of the Senate or of the House of Representatives,
as the case may be, by the votes of not less than two-thirds majority of the nenbe

rs of that House.

51. There shall be a Cerk to the National Assenbly and such other staff as nmay be prescribed by
an Act of the National Assenbly, and the method of appointment of the Cerk and ot he

r staff of the National Assenbly shall be as prescribed by that tab

Procedure for Summoni ng and Dissolution of National Assenbly
52.

(1) Every nenber of the Senate or the House of Representatives shall, before taking his seat,
declare his assets and liabilities as prescribed in this Constitution and subsequently
take and subscribe the Cath of Allegiance and the oath of nenbership as prescribed in the Seventh



Schedul e to this Constitution before the President of the Senate or, as the case ma
y be, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, but a menber nmay before taking the oaths take
part in the election of a President and a Deputy President of the Senate, as the cas
e may be, or a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(2) The President and Deputy President of the Senate and the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the
House of Representative s shall declare their assets and liabilities as prescribed

in this Coinstitution and subsequently take and subscribe the OCath of Allegiance and the oath of
menber ship prescribed as aforesaid before the Cerk of the National Assenbly.
53.

(1) At any sitting of the National Assenbly -

(a) in the case of the Senate, the President of the Senate shall preside, and in his absence the
Deputy President shall preside; and

(b) in the case of the House of Representatives, the Speaker of that House shall preside, and in
hi s absence the Deputy Speaker shall preside.

(2) AT any joint sitting of the Senate and House of Representatives -

(a) the President of Senate shall preside, and in his absence the Speaker of the House of
Representatives shall preside; and

(b) in the absence of the persons nmentioned in paragraph (a) of this subsection, the Deputy
President of the Senate shall preside, and in his absence the Deputy Speaker of the House

of Representatives shall preside.

(3) In the absence of the persons nentioned in the foregoing provisions of this section, such
menber of the Senate or the House of Representatives or of the joint sitting, as the ca

se may be, as the Senate or the House of Representatives or the joint sitting may elect for that
pur pose shall preside.

54.

(1) The quorum of the Senate or of the House of Representatives shall be one-third of all the
menbers on of the Legislative House concerned.

(2) The gquorumof a joint sitting of both the Senate or of the House of Representatives shall be
one-third of all the menbers of both Houses.

(3) If objection is taken by any nenber of the Senate or the House of Representatives present that
there are present in the House of which he is a nmenber (besides the person presid

ng fewer than one-third of all the menbers of that House and that it is not conpetent for the
House to transact business, and after such interval as may be prescribed in the rules o

f procedure of the House, the person presiding ascertains that the nunber of nenbers present is
still less than one-third of all the nenbers of the House he shall adjourn the House.

(4) The foregoing provisions of this section shall apply in relation to a joint sitting of both
Houses of the National Assenbly as they apply in relation to a House of the Nationa

Assenbly as if references to the Senate or the House of Representatives and a nenber of either

Houses are references to both Houses and to any nenber of the National Assenbly, respe

ctively.

55. The business of the National Assenbly shall be conducted in English, and in Hausa, |bo and

Yor uba when adequat e arrangenments have been nade therefor

56.

(1) Except as otherw se provided by this Constitution any question proposed for decision in the
Senate or the House of Representatives shall be deternmined by the required nmajority o

r the nmenbers present and voting; and the person presiding shall cast a vote whenever necessary y
to avoid an equality of votes but shall not vote in any other case.

(2) Except as otherw se provided by this Constitution, the required majority for the purpose of
determ ning any question shall be a sinple nmajority.

(3) The Senate or the House of Representatives shall by its rules provide -

(a) that a nmenber of the House shall declare any direct pecuniary interest he nmay have in any
matter comng before the House for deliberation

(b) that the House nmay by resolution deci de whether or not such nmenber nay vote, or participate in
its deliberations, on such matter

(c) the penalty, if any, which the House may inpose for failure to declare any direct pecuniary

i nterest such nenber may have; and’

(d) for such other matters pertaining to the foregoing as the House nay think necessary,



but nothing in the foregoing provisions shall enable any rules to be nmade to require any nenber,
who signifies his intention not to vote on or participate in such matter, and who do

es not so vote or participate, to declare any such interest.

57. Any person who sits or votes in the Senate or the House of Representatives know ng or having
reasonabl e grounds for knowing that he is not entitled to do so commts an offence a

nd is liable on conviction to such punishnent as shall be prescribed by an Act of the Nationa
Assenbl y.

58.

(1) The power of the National Assenbly to nmake | aws shall be exercised by bills passed by both the
Senate and the House of Representatives and, except as otherw se provided by subse

ction (5) of this section, assented to by the President.

(2) ADbill my originate in either the Senate or the House of Representatives and shall not becone
| aw unl ess it has been passed and, except as otherw se provided by this section an

d section 59 of this Constitution, assented to in accordance with the provisions of this section.
(3) Where a bill has been passed by the House in which it originated, it shall be sent to the

ot her House, and it shall be presented to the President for assent when it has been pas

sed by that other House and agreenment has been reached between the two Houses on any anendnent
made on it.

(4) Where a bill is presented to the President for assent, he shall within thirty days thereof
signify that he assents or that he w thhol ds assent.

(5) Where the President withholds his assent and the bill is again passed by each House by two-
thirds majority, the bill shall becone |law and the assent of the President shall not b

e required.

59.

(1) The provisions of this section shall apply to:

(a) an appropriation bill or a supplenmentary appropriation bill, including any other bill for the
paynent, issue or withdrawal fromthe Consolidated REvenue Fund or any other public

fund of the Federation of any noney charged thereon or any alteration in the anbunt of such a
paynent, issue or withdrawal; and

(b) a bill for the inposition of or increase in any tax, duty or fee or any reduction, wthdrawa
or cancellation thereof.

(2) Where a bill to which this section applies is passed by one of the Houses of the Nationa
Assenmbly but is not passed by the other House within a period of two nonths fromthe co
mrencenment of a financial year, the President of the Senate shall within fourteen days thereafter
arrange for and convene a neeting of the joint finance comrittee to exam ne the bi

| with a viewto resolving the differences between the two Houses.

(3) Where the joint finance conmittee fails to resolve such differences, then the bill shall be
presented to the National Assenbly sitting at a joint neeting, and if the bill is pas

sed at such joint neeting, it shall be presented to the President for assent.

(4) Were the President, within thirty days after the presentation of the bill to him fails to

signify his assent or where he withholds assent, then the bill shall again be present

ed to the National Assenbly sitting at a joint neeting, and if passed by two-thirds majority of
menbers of both houses at such joint nmeeting, the bill shall becone | aw and the assen

t of the President shall not be required.

(5) In this section, "joint finance conmttee" refers to the joint conmttee of the Nationa

Assenbly on finance established pursuant to section 62(3) of this Constitution.

60. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Senate or the House of Representatives
shal | have power to regulate its own procedure, including the procedure for summoning

and recess of the House.

61. The Senate or the House of Representatives may act notw thstanding any vacancy in its
menber shi p, and the presence or participation of any person not entitled to be present at o
r to participate in the proceedi ngs of the House shall not invalidate those proceedings.

62.

(1) The Senate or the House of Representatives may appoint a committee of its menbers for such
special or general purpose as in its opinion wuld be better regul ated and managed by
means of such a commttee, and may by resolution, regulation or otherwise, as it thinks fit,



del egate any functions exercisable by it to any such conmittee.

(2) The nunber of menbers of a comm ttee appointed under this section, their terms of office and
quorum shall be fixed by the House appointing it.

(3) The Senate and the House of Representatives shall appoint a joint cormittee on finance

consi sting of an equal nunber of persons appointed by each House and may appoi nt any ot her

joint commttee under the provisions of this section

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed as authorising such House to delegate to a
comrmittee the power to decide whether a bill shall be passed into law or to determ ne any m
atter which it is enmpowered to determine by resolution under the provisions of this Constitution,
but the conmrittee may be authorised to make recomendati ons to the House on any suc

h matter.

63 The Senate and the House of Representatives shall each sit for a period of not |ess than one
hundred and ei ghty-one days in a year

64

(1) The Senate and the House of Representatives shall each stand dissolved at the expiration of a
peri od of four years commencing fromthe date of the first sitting of the House.

(2) If the Federation is at war in which the territory of Nigeria is physically involved and the
President considers that it is not practicable to hold elections, the National Assem

bly may by resol ution extend the period of four years nentioned in subsection (1) of this section
fromtinme to tinme but not beyond a period of six nonths at any one tine.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the person elected as the President shall have
power to issue a proclamation for the holding of the first session of the Nationa

Assenbly imredi ately after his being sworn in, or for its dissolution as provided in this
section.

Qualifications for Menbership of National Assenbly and R ght of Attendance

65

(1) Subject to the provisions of section 66 of this Constitution, a person shall be qualified for
el ection as a nmenber of:

(a) the Senate, if he is a citizen of Nigeria and has attained the age of 35 years; and

(b) the House of Representatives, if he is a citizen of Nigeria and has attained the age of 30
years;

(2) A person shall be qualified for election under subsection (1) of this section if:

(a) he has been educated up to at |east School Certificate level or its equivalent; and

(b) he is a nmenber of a political party and is sponsored by that party.

66

(1) No person shall be qualified for election to the Senate or the House of Representatives if:
(a) subject to the provisions of section 28 of this Constitution, he has voluntarily acquired the
citizenship of a country other than Nigeria or, except in such cases as may be pres

cribed by the National Assenmbly, has nade a declaration of allegiance to such a country;

(b) under any law in force in any part of N geria, he is adjudged to be a lunatic or otherw se
declared to be of unsound mnind

(c) he is under a sentence of death inposed on himby any conpetent court of law or tribunal in
Ni geria or a sentence of inprisonment or fine for an offence involving di shonesty or
fraud (by whatever name called) or any other offence inposed on himby such a court or tribunal or
substituted by a conmpetent authority for any other sentence inposed on him by such

a court;

(d) within a period of less than 10 years before the date of an election to a | egislative house,
he has been convicted and sentenced for an offence invol ving dishonesty or he has be

en found guilty of a contravention of the Code of Conduct;

(e) he is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherw se decl ared bankrupt under any
law in force in any part of N geria;

(f) he is a person enployed in the public service of the Federation or of any State and has not
resigned, withdrawn or retired fromsuch enpl oynent 30 days before the date of el ecti

on;

(g) he is a nenber of a secret society;

(h) he has been indicted for enbezzl ement or fraud by Judicial Comm ssion of Inquiry or an



Admi ni strative Panel of Inquiry or a Tribunal set up under the Tribunals of Inquiry Act, a
Tribunals of Inquiry Law or any other |law by the Federal or State Governnent which indictnent has
been accepted by the Federal or State Governments respectively;, or

(i) he has presented a forged certificate to the Independence National Electoral Conmi ssion

(2) Where in respect of any person who has been-

(a) adjudged to be a lunatic;

(b) declared to be of unsound m nd

(c) sentenced to death or inprisonment; or

(d) adjudged or decl ared bankrupt,

any appeal against the decision is pending in any court of |law in accordance with any lawin force
in N geria, subsection (1) of the section shall not apply during a period beginnin

g fromthe date when such appeal is |odged and ending on the date when the appeal is finally
determ ned or, as the case may be, the appeal |apses or is abandoned, whichever is earl

er.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) of this section "appeal"” includes any application for an
injunction or an order certiorari, mandanus, prohibition or habeas corpus, or any app

eal fromany such application

67.

(1) The President may attend any joint neeting of the National Assenbly or any neeting of either
House of the National Assenbly, either to deliver an address on national affairs inc

| udi ng fiscal neasures, or to nake such statement on the policy of governnent as he considers to
be of national inportance.

(2) A Mnister of the Government of the Federation attend either House of the National Assenbly if
invited to express to the House the conduct of his Mnistry, and in particul ar whe

n the affairs of that Mnistry are under discussion

(3) Nothing in this section shall enable any person who is not a nember of the Senate or of the
House of Representatives to vote in that House or in any of its conmttees.

68.

(1) A nenber of the Senate or of the House of Representatives shall vacate his seat in the House
of which he is a nmenber if -

(a) he becomes a nenber of another |egislative house.

(b) any other circunstances arise that, if he were not a nenber of the Senate or the House of
Representatives, would cause himto be disqualified for election as a menber;

(c) he ceases to be a citizen of N geria,;

(d) he beconmes President, Vice-President, Governor, Deputy Governor or a Mnister of the
Governnment of the Federation or a Comm ssioner of the Governnent of a State or a Special Adv

i ser.

(e) save as otherw se prescribed by this Constitution, he beconmes a nenber of a conm ssion or

ot her body established by this Constitution or by any other |aw

(f) without just cause he is absent from neetings of the House of which he is a nmenber for a
period anounting in the aggregate to nore than one-third of the total nunber of days dur

i ng which the House neets in any one year

(g) being a person whose election to the House was sponsored by a political party, he becones a
menber of another political party before the expiration of the period for which that

House was el ect ed,;

Provided that his nmenbership of the latter political party is not as a result of a division in the
political party of which he was previously a nenber or of a merger of two or nore

political parties or factions by one of which he was previously sponsored; or

(h) the President of the Senate or, as the case may be, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives receives a certificate under the hand of the Chairnman of the |ndependent Nati onal

El ectoral Commi ssion stating that the provisions of section 69 of this Constitution have been
complied with in respect of the recall of that menber

(2) The President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House of Representatives, as the case may
be, shall give effect to the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, so however

that the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House of Representatives or a nmenber shal
first present evidence satisfactory to the House concerned that any of the provis

ons of that subsection has becone applicable in respect of that menber

(3) A menber of the Senate or of the House of Representatives shall be deened to be absent without
just cause froma neeting of the House of which he is a nmenber, unless the person



presiding certifies in witing that he is satisfied that the absence of the menber fromthe
meeting was for a just cause.
69. A nmenber of the Senate or of the House Representatives nay be recalled as such a nenber if -

(a) there is presented to the Chairnman of the Independent National Electoral Commission a petition
in that behal f signed by nore than one-half of the persons registered to vote int

hat menber's constituency alleging their |oss of confidence in that menber; and

(b) the petition is thereafter, in a referendum conducted by the Independent National Electora
Conmi ssion within ninety days of the date of receipt of the petition, approved by a s

inmple majority of the votes of the persons registered to vote in that menber's constituency.

70. A menber of the Senate or of the House of Representatives shall receive such salary and ot her
al | owances as REvenue Mbdbilisation Allocation and Fiscal Conm ssion may deternmn ne

D - Elections to National Assenbly

71. Subject to the provisions of section 72 of this Constitution, the |Independent Nationa
El ectoral Commi ssion shall -

(a) divide each State of the Federation into three Senatorial districts for purposes of elections
to the Senate; and
(b) subject to the provisions of section 49 of this Constitution, divide the Federation into three
hundred and sixty Federal constituencies for purposes of elections to the House of

Representati ves.
72. No Senatorial district or Federal constituency shall fall within nore than one State, and the
boundari es of each district or constituency shall be as contiguous as possible and
be such that the nunber of inhabitants thereof is as nearly equal to the population quota as is
reasonably practicabl e.

73.

(1) The Independent National Electoral Commi ssion shall review the division of States and of the
Federation into Senatorial districts and Federal constituencies at intervals of not

I ess than ten years, and may alter the districts or constituencies in accordance with the
provisions of this section to such extent as it may consider desirable in the light of the

revi ew.

(2) Notwithstandi ng subsection (1) of this section, the Independent National Electoral Conm ssion
may at any tine carry out such a review and alter the districts or constituencies

n accordance with the provisions of this section to such extent as it considers necessary, in
consequence of any anendnent to section 8 of this Constitution or any provision.

repl aci ng that section, or by reason of the holding of a census of the population, or pursuant to
an Act of the National Assenbly.

74. \Were the boundaries of any Senatorial district or Federal constituency established under
section 71 of this Constitution are altered in accordance with the provisions section 7

3 hereof, the alteration shall conme into effect after it has been approved by each House of the
Nati onal Assenbly and after the current life of the Senate (in the case of an alterat

ion to the boundaries of a Senatorial district) or the House of s (in the case of an alteration to
the boundari es of a Federal constituency).

75. For the purposes of section 72 of this Constitution, the nunber of inhabitants of Nigeria or
any part thereof shall be ascertained by reference to the 1991 census of the popul at

ion of Nigeria or the |atest census held in pursuance of an Act of the National Assenbly after the
comng into force of the provisions of this Part of this Chapter of this Constitut

i on.

76.

(1) Elections to each House of the National Assenbly shall be held on a date to be appointed by
t he | ndependent National Electoral Conmi ssion

(2) The date nentioned in subsection (1) of this section shall not be earlier than sixty days
before and not later than the date on which the House stands di ssolved, or where the e

ection to fill a vacancy occurring nore than three nonths before such date; not |ater than one
month after the vacancy occurred.



77.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, every Senatorial district or Federa
constituency established in accordance with the provisions of this Part of this Chapter shal

I return a menber who shall be directly elected to the Senate or the House of Representatives in
such manner as nmay be prescribed by an act of the National Assenbly.

(2) Every citizen of N geria, who has attained the age of eighteen years residing in N geria at
the tine of the registration of voters for purposes of election to a | egislative hous

e, shall be entitled to be registered as a voter for that election

78. The registration of voters and the conduct of elections shall be subject to the direction and
supervi si on of Independent National El ectoral Comnr ssion

79. The National Assenbly shall nake provisions in respects -

(a) persons who nmay apply to an election tribunal for determ nation of any question as to whether -
(i) any person has been validly elected as a nenber of the Senate or of the House of
Represent ati ves,

(ii) the termof office of any person has ceased, or

(iii) the seat in the Senate or in the House of Representatives of a nenber of that House has
becone vacant;

(b) circunstances and manner in which, and the conditions upon which, such application may be

made; and

(c) powers, practice and procedure of the election tribunal in relation to any such application
Powers and Control over Public Funds

80.

(1) Al revenues or other noneys raised or received by the Federation (not being revenues or other
nmoneys payabl e under this Constitution or any Act of the National Assenbly into an

y other public fund of the Federation established for a specific purpose) shall be paid into and
form one Consol i dated Revenue Fund of the Federation

(2) No noneys shall be withdrawn fromthe Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation except to
meet expenditure that is charged upon the fund by this Constitution or where the issu

e of those noneys has been authorised by an Appropriation Act, Supplenmentary Appropriation Act or
an Act passed in pursuance of section 81 of this Constitution.

(3) No noneys shall be withdrawn fromany public fund of the Federation, other than the
Consol i dat ed Revenue Fund of the Federation, unless the issue of those nbneys has been aut hor

i sed by an Act of the National Assenbly.

(4) No noneys shall be withdrawn fromthe Consolidated Revenue Fund or any other public fund of
the Federation, except in the manner prescribed by the National Assenbly.

81.

(1) The President shall cause to be prepared and | aid before each House of the National Assenbly
at any tine in each financial year estimates of the revenues and expenditure of the

Federation for the next follow ng financial year.

(2) The heads of expenditure contained in the estinmates (other than expenditure charged upon the
Consol i dat ed Revenue Fund of the Federation by this Constitution) shall be included

inabill, to be known as an Appropriation Bill, providing for the issue fromthe Consoli dated
Revenue Fund of the suns necessary to neet that expenditure and the appropriation of t

hose suns for the purposes specified therein.

(3) Any anount standing to the credit of the judiciary in the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the
Federation shall be paid directly to the National Judicial Council for disbursenment to

the heads of the courts established for the Federation and the State under section 6 of this
Constitution.

(4) If in respect of any financial year it is found that -

(a) the anmount appropriated by the Appropriation Act for any purpose is insufficient; or

(b) a need has arisen for expenditure for a purpose for which no anbunt has been appropriated by
t he Act,

a supplenmentary estimte showing the suns required shall be laid before each House of the Nationa
Assenbly and the heads of any such expenditure shall be included in a Suppl enentar

y Appropriation Bill.

82. If the Appropriation Bill in respect of any financial year has not been passed into | aw by the



begi nning of the financial year, the President may authorise the w thdrawal of non

eys in the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation for the purpose of neeting expenditure
necessary to carry on the services of the Government of the Federation for a period not
exceedi ng nonths or until the comng into operation of the Appropriate Act, whichever is the
earlier:

Provided that the withdrawal in respect of any such period shall not exceed the anobunt authorised
to be withdrawmn fromthe Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation under the prov

i sions of the Appropriation Act passed by the National Assenbly for the corresponding period in
the i medi ately preceding financial year, being an ampbunt proportionate to the tota

amount so aut horised for the imredi ately preceding financial year.

83.

(1) The National Assenbly may by | aw make provisions for the establishment of a Contingencies Fund
for the Federation and for authorising the President, if satisfied that there has

ari sen an urgent and unforeseen need for expenditure for which no other provision exists, to nmake
advances fromthe Fund to neet the need.

(2) Where any advance is made in accordance with the provisions of this section, a Supplenentary
Estimate shall be presented and a Suppl ementary Appropriation Bill shall be introduc

ed as soon as possible for the purpose of replacing the anount so advanced.

84.

(1) There shall be paid to the holders of the offices mentioned in this section such remnuneration,
sal ari es and al |l owances as may be prescribed by the National Assenbly, but not exc

eedi ng the amount as shall have been determ ned by the Revenue Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal
Commi ssi on.

(2) The renuneration, salaries and all owances payable to the holders of the offices so nentioned
shal |l be a charge upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation

(3) The renuneration and sal aries payable to the holders of the said offices and their conditions
of service, other than allowances, shall not be altered to their disadvantage after

their appoi nt nment.

(4) The offices aforesaid are the offices of President, Vice-President, Chief Justice of N geria,
Justice of the Suprene Court, President of the Court of Appeal, Justice of the Cour

t of Appeal, Chief Judge of the Federal H gh Court, Judge of the Federal Hi gh Court, Chief Judge
and Judge of the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Chief Judge of

a State, Judge of the High Court of a State, G and Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, President and Judge of the Customary Court of Appeal o

f the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Grand Kadi and Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of a
State, President and Judge of the Customary Court of Appeal of a State, the Auditor-GCe

neral for the Federation and the Chairnen and nenbers of the follow ng executive bodi es, nanely,
t he Code of Conduct Bureau, the Federal Civil Service Conm ssion, the |Independent Na

tional Electoral Commi ssion, the National Judicial Council, the Federal Judicial Service
Conmi ssi on, the Judicial Service Conmttee of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, the Fede

ral Character Comm ssion, the Code of Conduct Tribunal, the National Popul ati on Comm ssion, the
Revenue Mbbilisation Allocation and Fiscal Comm ssion, the Nigeria Police Council and

the Police Service Comi ssion

(5) Any person who has held office as President or Vice-President shall be entitled to pension for
life at a rate equivalent to the annual salary of the incunbent President or Vice-

Presi dent:

Provi ded that such a person was not renoved fromoffice by the process of inpeachnment or for
breach of any provisions of this Constitution.

(6) Any pension granted by virtue of subsection (5) of this section shall be a charge upon the
Consol i dat ed Revenue Fund of the Federation

(7) The recurrent expenditure of judicial offices in the Federation (in addition to salaries and
al  owances of the judicial officers nmentioned in subsection (4) of this section) sha

Il be charge upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation

85.

(1) There shall be an Auditor-General for the Federati on who shall be appointed in accordance with
the provisions of section 86 of this Constitution.
(2) The public accounts of the Federation and of all offices and courts of the Federation shall be



audited and reported on to the Auditor-Ceneral who shall submit his reports to the
Nati onal Assenbly; and for that purpose, the Auditor-General or any person authorised by himin
that behal f shall have access to all the books, records, returns and other documents
relating to those accounts.
(3) Nothing in subsection (2) of this section shall be construed as authorising the Auditor-
General to audit the accounts of or appoint auditors for governnent statutory corporation
s, conmi ssions, authorities, agencies, including all persons and bodi es established by an Act of
the National Assenbly, but the Auditor-Ceneral shall -
(a) provide such bodies with - (i) a list of auditors qualified to be appointed by them as
external auditors and from which the bodies shall appoint their external auditors, and
(ii) guidelines on the level of fees to be paid to external auditors; and
(b) comment on their annual accounts and auditor's reports thereon
(4) The Auditor-General shall have power to conduct checks of all government statutory
corporations, comm ssions, authorities, agencies, including all persons and bodies established
by an Act of the National Assenbly.
(5) The Auditor-General shall, within ninety days of receipt of the Accountant-Ceneral's financia
statement, submit his reports under this section to each House of the National Ass
enbly and each House shall cause the reports to be considered by a conmittee of the House of the
Nat i onal Assenbly responsible for public accounts.
(6) In the exercise of his functions under this Constitution, the Auditor-General shall not be
subject to the direction or control of any other authority or person

86.

(1) The Auditor-General for the Federation shall be appointed by the President on the
recommendati on of the Federal Civil Service Comm ssion subject to confirmation by the Senate.
(2) The power to appoint persons to act in the office of the Auditor-General shall vest in the
Pr esi dent .

(3) Except with the sanction of a resolution of the Senate, no person shall act in the office of
the Auditor-General for a period exceeding six nonths.

87.

(1) A person holding the office of the Auditor-General for the Federation shall be renoved from
office by the President acting on an address supported by two-thirds majority of the

Senate praying that he be so renoved for inability to discharge the functions of his-office
(whether arising frominfirmty of m nd or body or any other cause) or for nisconduct.

(2) The Auditor-Ceneral shall not be renoved fromoffice before such retiring age as nay be
prescribed by |aw, save in accordance with the provisions of this section.

88.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, each House of the National Assenbly shall have
power by resolution published in its journal or in the Oficial Gazette of the Gov

ernment of the Federation to direct or cause to be directed investigation into -

(a) any matter or thing with respect to which it has power to nmake |aws, and

(b) the conduct of affairs of any person, authority, mnistry or governnment departnent charged, or
intended to be charged, with the duty of or responsibility for - (i) executing or

adm nistering |l aws enacted by National Assenbly, and

(ii) disbursing or adm ni stering noneys appropriated or to be appropriated by the Nationa
Assenbl y.

(2) The powers conferred on the National Assenbly under the provisions of this section are
exerci sable only for the purpose of enabling it to -

(a) make laws with respect to any matter within its | egislative conpetence and correct any defects
in existing | aws; and

(b) expose corruption, inefficiency or waste in the execution or admnistration of laws within its
| egi sl ative conpetence and in the disbursenent or administration of funds appropri
ated by it.
89.

(1) For the purposes of any investigation under section 88 of this Constitutional and subject to
the provisions thereof, the Senate or the House of Representatives or a committee ap
poi nted in accordance with section 62 of this Constitution shall have power to -



(a) procure all such evidence, witten or oral, direct or circunstantial, as it may think
necessary or desirable, and examine all persons as w tnesses whose evidence may be materi al

or relevant to the subject natter

(b) require such evidence to be given on oath;

(c) summon any person in Nigeria to give evidence at any place or produce any docunent or ot her
thing in his possession or under his control, and examine himas a witness and requir

e himto produce any docunent or other thing in his possession or under his control, subject to
all just exceptions; and

(d) issue a warrant to conpel the attendance of any person who, after having been sumoned to
attend, fails, refuses or neglects to do so and does not excuse such failure, refusal o

r neglect to the satisfaction of the House or the conmittee in question, and order himto pay all
costs which nmay have been occasioned in conpelling his attendance or by reason of h

is failure, refusal or neglect to obey the sumons, and also to inpose such fine as may be
prescribed for any such failure, refused or neglect; and any fine so i nposed shall be reco
verable in the same manner as a fine inposed by a court of |aw.

(2) A summons or warrant issued under this section may be served or executed by any nenber of the
Ni geria Police Force or by any person authorised in that behalf by the President of

the Senate or the Speaker of the House of Representatives, as the case may require.

Part 11

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF A STATE
Conposition and Staff of House of Assenbly
90. There shall be a House of Assenbly for each of the States of the Federation

91. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, a House of Assenbly of a State shall consi st
of three or four tinmes the nunber of seats which that State has in the House of Repr
esentatives divided in a way to reflect, as far as possible nearly equal popul ation

Provi ded that a House of Assenbly of a State shall consist of not |ess than twenty-four and not
nore than forty nenbers

92.

(1) There shall be a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker of a House of Assenbly who shall be el ected by
the menbers of the House from anong thensel ves.
(2) The Speaker or Deputy Speaker of the House of Assenbly shall vacate his office -
(a) if he ceases to be a nenber of the House of Assenbly otherw se than by reason of the
di ssol ution of the House;
(b) When the House first sits after any dissolution of House; or
(c) if he is removed fromoffice by a resolution of House of Assenbly by the votes of not |ess
than two-third majority of the nenmbers of the House.
93. There shall be a Cerk to a House of Assenbly and such other staff as may be prescribed by a
Law enacted by the House of Assenbly, and the nethod of appointnment of the Cerk and
other staff of the House shall be as prescribed by that Law.

Procedure for Summoni ng and Di ssol uti on of House of Assenbly
94.

(1) Every person elected to a House of Assenbly shall before taking his seat in that House
declare his assets and liabilities in the manner prescribed in this Constitution and subs
equently take and subscri be before the Speaker of the House, the GCath of Allegiance and oath of
menbership prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitution, but a nenber may,

before taking the oaths, take part in the election of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the House
of Assenbly.

(2) The Speaker and Deputy Speaker of a House of Assenbly shall declare their assets and
liabilities in the manner prescribed by this Constitution and subsequently take and subscrib
e to the Cath of Allegiance and the oath of nenbership prescribed as aforesaid before the C erk of
t he House of Assenbly.
95.



(1) At any sitting of a House of Assenbly, the Speaker of that House shall preside, and in his
absence the Deputy Speaker shall preside.

(2) In the absence of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the House, such nmenber of the House as the
House may el ect for a purpose shall preside.

96.

(1) The quorum of a House of Assenbly shall be one-third of all the nenmbers of the House.

(2) If objection is taken by any menber of a House of Assenmbly present that there are present in
that House (besides the person presiding) fewer than one-third of all the nmenbers of

that House and that it is not competent for the House to transact business, and after such
interval as may be prescribed in the rules of procedure of the House, the person presidin

g ascertains that the nunber of nenbers present is still less than one-third of all the nenbers of
the House, he shall adjourn the House.

97. The busi ness of a House of Assenbly shall be conducted in English, but the House may in
addition to English conduct the business of the House in one or nore other |anguages spok

en in the State as the House may by resol uti on approve.

98.

(1) Except as otherw se provided by this Constitution, any question proposed for decision in a
House of Assenbly shall be determined by the required nmajority of the menbers present
and voting; and the person presiding shall cast a vote whenever necessary to avoid an equality of
votes but shall not vote in any other case.

(2) Except as otherw se provided by this Constitution, the required najority for the purpose of
determ ning any question shall be a sinple mgjority.

(3) A House of Assenbly shall by its rules provide -

(a) that a nmenber of the House shall declare any direct pecuniary interest he nmay have in any
matter comng before the House for deliberation

(b) that the House may by resol ution deci de whether or not such nmenber nay vote or participate in
its deliberations, on such natter

(c) the penalty, if any, which the House may inpose for failure to declare any direct pecuniary

i nterest such nenber nmay have; and

(d) for such other natters pertaining to the foregoing as the House may think necessary, but
nothing in this subsection shall enable any rules to be nmade to require any nenber, who
signifies his intention not to vote on or participate in such matter, and who does not so vote or
participate, to declare any such interest.

99. Any person who sits or votes in a House of Assenbly of a State knowi ng or havi ng reasonabl e
grounds for knowing that he is not entitled to do so conmits an offence and is liable

on conviction to such puni shment as shall be prescribed by a Law of the House of Assenbly.

100.

(1) The power of a House of Assenbly to nmake | aws shall be exercised by bills passed by the House
of Assenbly and, except as otherw se provided by this section, assented to by the G

over nor.

(2) Abill shall not becone Law unless it has been duly passed and, subject to subsection (1) of
this section, assented to in accordance with the provisions of this section

(3) Where a bill has been passed by the House of Assenbly it shall be presented to the CGovernor
for assent.

(4) Where a bill is presented to the Governor for assent he shall within thirty days thereof
signify that he assents or that he w thhol ds assent.

(5) Wiere the Governor wi thholds assent and the bill is again passed by the House of Assenbly by
two-thirds majority, the bill shall becone | aw and the assent of the Governor shal

not be required.

101. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, a House of Assenmbly shall have power to
regulate its own procedure, including the procedure for sumoni ng and recess of the Hous

e.

102. A House of Assenbly nmay act notw thstandi ng any vacancy in its nmenbership, and the presence
or participation of any person not entitled to be present at or to participate in th
e proceedi ngs of the House shall not invalidate such proceedings.



103.

(1) A House of Assenbly nay appoint a comrittee of its nmenbers for any special or general purpose
as in its opinion wuld be better regul ated and managed by neans of such a committe

e, and may by resolution, regulation or otherwise as it thinks fit del egate any functions
exercisable by it to any such conmittee.

(2) The nunber of menbers of a commttee appointed under this section, their termof office and
quorum shall be fixed by the House of Assenbly.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed as authorising a House of Assenmbly to del egate to a
committee the power to decide whether a bill shall be passed into Law or to determ

ine any matter which it is enpowered to determ ne by resolution under the provisions of this
Constitution, but such a conmittee of the House may be authorised to nake recomendati on

s to the House on any such matter.

104. A House of Assenbly shall sit for a period of not |ess than one hundred and ei ghty-one days
in a year.

105.

(1) A House of Assenbly shall stand dissolved at the expiration of a period of four years
commencing fromthe date of the first sitting of the House.

(2) If the Federation is at war in which the territory of Nigeria is physically involved and the
Presi dent considers that it is not practicable to hold el ections, the National Assem

bly may by resol ution extend the period of four years nentioned in subsection (1) of this section
fromtime to tinme but not beyond a period of six nonths at any one tinme.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the person elected as the Governor of a State
shal | have power to issue a proclamation for the holding of the first session of th

e House of Assenbly of the State concerned i mediately after his being sworn in, or for its

di ssolution as provided in this section.

C -Qualification for Menbership of House of Assenmbly and Right of Attendance

106. Subject to the provisions of section 107 of this Constitution, a person shall be qualified
for election as a nenmber of a House of Assenmbly if -

(a) he is a citizen of Nigeria;

(b) he has attained the age of thirty years;

(c) he has been educated up to at |east the School Certificate Ievel or its equivalent; and
(d) he is a nmenber of a political party and is sponsored by that party.

107.

(1) No person shall be qualified for election to a House of Assenbly if -

(a) subject to the provisions of Section 28 of this Constitution, he has voluntarily acquired the
citizenship of a country other than Nigeria or, except in such cases as may be pres

cribed by the National Assenmbly, has nade a declaration of allegiance to such a country;

(b) under any law in force in any part of N geria, he is adjudged to be a lunatic or otherw se
decl ared to be of unsound nind

(c) he is under a sentence of death inposed on himby any conpetent court of law or tribunal in
Ni geria or a sentence of inprisonment or fine for an offence involving dishonesty or
fraud (by whatever name called) or any other offence inposed on himby such a court or tribuna
substituted by a conpetent authority for any other sentence inposed on himby such a

court or tribunal

(d) within a period of less than ten years before the date of an election to the House of
Assenbly, he has been convicted and sentenced for an offence involving dishonesty or he has

been found guilty of a contravention of the Code of Conduct;

(e) he is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherw se decl ared bankrupt under any
law in force in any part of N geria;

(f) he is a person enployed in the public service of the Federation or of any State and he has not
resigned, withdrawn or retired fromsuch enpl oynent thirty days before the date of

el ection;

(g) he is a nenber of any secret society;

(h) he has been indicted for enbezzlement or fraud by a Judicial Conmm ssion of Inquiry or an
Admi nistrative Panel of Inquiry or a Tribunal set up under the Tribunals of Inquiry Act,



a Tribunals of Inquiry Law or any other |aw by the Federal and State Government which indictnent
has been accepted by the Federal or State CGovernment, respectively; or

(i) he has presented a forged certificate to the Independent National Electoral Comm ssion

(2) Where in respect of any person who has been -

(a) adjudged to be a lunatic;

(b) declared to be of unsound m nd

(c) sentenced to death or inprisonment; or

(d) adjudged or decl ared bankrupt,

any appeal against the decision is pending in any court of law in accordance with any law in force
in Nigeria, subsection (1) of this section shall not apply during a period beginn

ng fromthe date when such appeal is |odged and ending on the date when the appeal is finally
determ ned or, as the case may be, the appeal |apses or is abandoned, whichever is earl

ier.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) of this section, an "appeal" includes any application for
an injunction or an order of certiorari, mandanus, prohibition or habeas corpus, or

any appeal from any such application.

108.

(1) The Governor of a State may attend a neeting of a House of Assenbly of the State either to
deliver an address on State affairs or to make such statenment on the policy of governm

ent as he may consider to be of inportance to the State.

(2) A Conmissioner of the Governnent of a State shall attend the House of Assenbly of the State if
invited to explain to the House of Assenbly the conduct of his Mnistry, and in pa

rticular when the affairs of that Mnistry are under discussion

(3) Nothing in this section shall enable any person who is not a nenber of a House of Assenbly to
vote in that House or in any of its commttees.

109.

(1) A menber of a House of Assenbly shall vacate his seat in the House if -

(a) he becones a nenber of another |egislative house;

(b) any other circunstances arise that, if he were not a nenber of that House, would cause himto
be disqualified for election as such a nmenber;

(c) he ceases to be a citizen of N geria;

(d) he becomes President, Vice-President, Covernor, Deputy CGovernor or a Mnister of the
Government of the Federation or a Comm ssioner of the Governnent of a State or a Special Adv

i ser;

(e) save as otherw se prescribed by this Constitution, he becones a nenber of a conm ssion or
other body established by this Constitution or by any other |aw

(f) without just cause he is absent from neetings of the House of Assenbly for a period anounting
in the aggregate to nore than one-third of the total nunber of days during which th

e House neets in any one year

(g) being a person whose election to the House of Assenbly was sponsored by a political party, he
beconmes a nenber of another political party before the expiration of the period for

whi ch that House was el ected:

Provi ded that his nmenbership of the latter political party is not as a result of a division in the
political party of which he was previously a nenber or of a nerger of two or nore

political parties or factions by one of which he was previously sponsored; or

(h) the Speaker of the House of Assenmbly receives a certificate under the hand of the Chairman of
the I ndependent National El ectoral Commission stating that the provisions of sectio

n 110 of this Constitution have been conplied with in respect of the recall of the nenber.

(2) The Speaker of the House of Assenbly shall give effect to subsection (1) of this section, so
however that the Speaker or a nenber shall first present evidence satisfactory to th

e House that any of the provisions of that subsection has becone applicable in respect of the
menber .

(3) A menmber of a House of Assenbly shall be deenmed to be absent wi thout just cause froma neeting
of the House of Assenbly unless the person presiding certifies in witing that he

is satisfied that the absence of the nenber fromthe neeting was for a just cause.

110. A menber of the House of Assenbly may be recalled as such a nmenber if -

(a) there is presented to the Chairman of the Independent National Electoral Comm ssion a petition
in that behal f signed by nore than one-half of the persons registered to vote int



hat menmbers's constituency alleging their |oss of confidence in that nenber; and

(b) the petition is thereafter, in a referendum conducted by the Independent National Electora
Conmmi ssion within ninety days of the date of the receipt of the petition, approved by

a sinple majority of the votes of the persons registered to vote in that nenber's constituency.
111. A nmenber of the House of Assenbly shall receive such salary and other allowances as the
Revenue Mbbilisation Allocation and Fiscal Comm ssion nmay determn ne

D - Elections to a House of Assenbly

112. Subject to the provisions of sections 91 and 113 of this Constitution, the |Independent

Nati onal El ectoral Comm ssion shall divide every state in the federation into such nunber

of state constituencies as is equal to three or four tines the nunber of Federal constituencies
within that state.

113. The boundari es of each State constituency shall be such that the nunber of inhabitants
thereof is as nearly equal to the popul ation quota as is reasonably practicable.

114.

(1) The I ndependent National Electoral Conmi ssion shall review the division of every State into
constituencies at intervals of not |less than ten years, and may alter such constituen

cies in accordance with the provisions of this section to such extent as it nay consider desirable
in the light of the review

(2) The I ndependent National Electoral Conmission nmay at any tine carry out such a review and
alter the constituencies in accordance with the provisions of this section to such exte

nt as it considers necessary in consequence of any alteration of the boundaries of the State or by
reason of the holding of a census of the population of Nigeria in pursuance of an

Act of the National Assenbly.

115. Where the boundaries of any State constituency established under section 112 of this
Constitution are altered in accordance with the provisions of section 114 of this Constitut

ion, that alteration shall cone into effect after it has been approved by the National Assenbly
and after the current life of the House of Assenbly.

116.

(1) Elections to a House of Assenbly shall be held on a date to be appointed by the | ndependent
Nati onal El ectoral Commi ssion

(2) The date nentioned in subsection (1) of this section shall not be earlier than sixty days
before and not |later than the date on which the House of Assenbly stands dissolved, or

where the electionis to fill a vacancy occurring nore than three nonths before such date, not
| ater than one nonth after the vacancy occurred.
117.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, every State constituency established in
accordance with the provisions of this part of this Chapter shall return one nenber who s

hall be directly elected to a House of Assenbly in such manner as nmay be prescribed by an Act of
the National Assenbly.

(2) Every citizen of N geria, who has attained the age of eighteen years residing in Nigeria at
the tine of the registration of voters for purposes of election to any |egislative ho

use, shall be entitled to be registered as a voter for that election

118. The registration of voters and the conduct of elections shall be subject to the direction and
supervi si on of the | ndependent National Electoral Conmi ssion

119. The National Assenbly shall make provisions as respects -

(a) persons who nay apply to an election tribunal for the deternination of any question as to
whet her -

(i) any person has been validly elected as a nenber of a House of Assenbly,

(ii) the termof office of any person has ceased, or

(iii) the seat in a House of Assenbly of a nenber of that House has becone vacant;

(b) circunmstances and manner in which, and the conditions upon which, such application may be
made; and



(c) powers, practice and procedure of the election tribunal in relation to any such application
E - Powers and Control over Public Funds

120.

(1) Al revenues or other noneys raised or received by a State (not being revenues or other npneys
payabl e under this Constitution or any Law of a House of Assenbly into any other p

ublic fund of the State established for a specific purpose) shall be paid into and form one
Consol i dat ed Revenue Fund of the State.

(2) No noneys shall be withdrawn fromthe Consolidated Revenue Fund of the State except to neet
expenditure that is charged upon the Fund by this Constitution or where the issue of

those noneys has been authorised by an Appropriation Law, Supplenentary Appropriation Law or Law
passed i n pursuance of section 121 of this Constitution

(3) No noneys shall be withdrawn fromany public fund of the State, other than the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of the State, unless the issue of those nbneys has been authorised by a

Law of the House of Assenbly of the State.

(4) No noneys shall be withdrawn fromthe Consolidated Revenue Fund of the State or any other
public fund of the State except in the manner prescribed by the House of Assenbly.

121.

(1) The Governor shall cause to be prepared and |laid before the House of Assenbly at any tine
before the comencenent of each financial year estimates of the revenues and expenditur

e of the State for the next follow ng financial year

(2) The heads of expenditure contained in the estimtes, other than expenditure charged upon the
Consol i dated Revenue Fund of the State by this Constitution, shall be included in a

bill, to be known as an Appropriation Bill, providing for the issue fromthe Consolidated Revenue
Fund of the State of the suns necessary to neet that expenditure and the appropriat

ion of those suns for the purposes specified therein.

(3) Any anount standing to the credit of the judiciary in the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the
State shall be paid directly to the heads of the courts concerned.

(4) If in respect of any financial year, it is found that -

(a) the anount appropriated by the Appropriation Law for any purpose is insufficient; or

(b) a need has arisen for expenditure for a purpose for which no anbunt has been appropriated by
the Law,

a suppl enentary estimte showi ng the sums required shall be |aid before the House of Assenbly and
the heads of any such expenditure shall be included in a Supplenentary Appropriatio

nBill.

122. If the Appropriation Bill in respect of any financial year has not been passed into Law by
t he begi nning of the financial year, the Governor nay authorise the w thdrawal of non

eys fromthe Consolidated Revenue Fund of the State for the purpose of neeting expenditure
necessary to carry on the services of the government for a period not exceeding six nonths

or until the coming into operation of the Law, whichever is the earlier

Provi ded that the withdrawal in respect of any such period shall not exceed the ampunt authorised
to be withdrawn fromthe Consol i dated Revenue Fund of the State under the provision

s of the Appropriation Law passed by the House of Assenbly for the corresponding period in the

i medi ately preceding financial year, being an anount proportionate to the total anobun

t so authorised for the imredi ately preceding financial year

123.

(1) A House of Assenbly nmay by Law nake provisions for the establishnent of a Contingencies Fund
for the State and for authorising the Governor, if satisfied that there has arisen a

n urgent and unforeseen need for expenditure for which no other provision exists, to nmake advances
fromthe Fund to neet that need.

(2) Where any advance is made in accordance with the provisions of this section, a Supplenentary
Estimate shall be presented and a Suppl ementary Appropriation Bill shall be introduc

ed as soon as possible for the purpose of replacing the anount so advanced.

124.

(1) There shall be paid to the holders of the offices mentioned in this section such remuneration
and sal aries as may be prescribed by a House of Assenmbly, but not exceeding the anp



unt as shall have been deternined by the Revenue Mbilisation Allocation and Fiscal Comm ssion
(2) The renuneration, salaries and all owances payable to the holders of the offices so nentioned
shall be charged upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the State.

(3) The renuneration and sal aries payable to the holders of the said offices and their conditions
of service, other than allowances, shall not be altered to their disadvantage after

t hei r appoi nt nment.

(4) The offices aforesaid are the offices of Governor, Deputy Governor, Auditor-Ceneral for a
State and the Chairman and nenmbers of the follow ng bodies, that is to say, the State C

ivil Service Conmi ssion, the State Independent El ectoral Conm ssion and the State Judicial Service
Conmmi ssi on.

(5) Provisions may be made by a Law of a House of Assenbly for the grant of a pension or gratuity
to or in respect of a person who had held office as Governor or Deputy Governor and

was not renoved fromoffice as a result of inmpeachnent; and any pension granted by virtue of any
provi si ons made in pursuance of this subsection shall be a charge upon the Consolid

ated Revenue Fund of the State.

125.

(1) There shall be an Auditor-General for each State who shall be appointed in accordance with the
provi sions of section 126 of this Constitution.

(2) The public accounts of a State and of all offices and courts of the State shall be audited by
the Auditor-General for the State who shall submit his reports to the House of Asse

nmbly of the State concerned, and for that purpose the Auditor-General or any person authorised by
himin that behalf shall have access to all the books, records, returns and other d

ocurments relating to those accounts.

(3) Nothing in subsection (2) of this section shall be construed as authorising the Auditor-
CGeneral to audit the accounts of or appoint auditors for governnent statutory corporation

s, conm ssions, authorities, agencies, including all persons and bodi es established by Law by the
Audi t or - General shall -

(a) provide such bodies with - (i) a list of auditors qualified to be appointed by them as
external auditors and from which the bodies shall appoint their external auditors, and

(ii) a guideline on the level of fees to be paid to external auditors; and

(b) comment on their annual accounts and auditor's report thereon

(4) The Auditor-General for the State shall have power to conduct periodic checks of all
governnent statutory corporations, conmi ssions, authorities, agencies, including all persons

and bodi es established by a | aw of the House of Assenbly of the State.

(5) The Auditor-Ceneral for a State shall, within ninety days of receipt of the Accountant-
General's financial statement and annual accounts of the State, submit his report to the H

ouse of Assenbly of the State and the House shall cause the report to be considered by a conmttee
of the House responsible for public accounts.

(6) In the exercise of his functions under this Constitution, the Auditor-General for a State
shal |l not be subject to the direction or control of any other authority or person

126.

(1) The Auditor-General for a State shall be appointed by the Governor of the State on the
recomendation of the State Cvil Service Conmi ssion subject to confirmation by the House

of Assenbly of the State.

(2) The power to appoint persons to act in the office of the Auditor-General for a State shal
vest in the Governor.

(3) Except with the sanction of a resolution of the House of Assenbly of a State, no person shal
act in the office of the Auditor-General for a State for a period exceeding six non

t hs.

127.

(1) A person holding the office of Auditor-General under section 126 (1) of this Constitution
shal |l be renoved fromoffice by the Governor of the State acting on an address supporte

d by two-thirds majority of the House of Assenbly praying that he be so renmoved for inability to
di scharge the functions of his office (whether arising frominfirmty of nmind or bod

y or any other cause) or for msconduct.

(2) An Auditor-GCeneral shall not been renoved from office before such retiring age as may be
prescribed by Law, save in accordance with the provisions of this section.

128.



(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, a House of Assenbly shall have power by

resol ution published inits journal or in the Ofice Gazette of the Governnent of the Sta
te to direct or cause to be directed an inquiry or investigation into -

(a) any matter or thing with respect to which it has power to nmake | aws; and

(b) the conduct of affairs of any person, authority, ministry or governnent departnent charged, or
intended to be charged, with the duty of or responsibility for - (i) executing or

adm ni stering |l aws enacted by that House of Assenbly, and

(ii) disbursing or adm nistering noneys appropriated or to be appropriated by such House.

(2) The powers conferred on a House of Assenbly under the provisions of this section are

exerci sable only for the purpose of enabling the House to -

(a) make laws with respect to any matter within its | egislative conpetence and correct any defects
in existing | aws; and

(b) expose corruption, inefficiency of waste in the execution or adm nistration of laws within its
| egi sl ative conpetence and in the disbursenent or adninistration of funds appropri

ated by it.

129.

(1) For the purposes of any investigation under section 128 of this Constitution, and subject to
the provisions thereof, a House of Assenbly or a committee appointed in accordance w

ith section 103 of this Constitution shall have power to -

(a) procure all such evidence, witten or oral, direct or circunstantial, as it may think
necessary or desirable, and exanine all persons as w tnesses whose evidence may be materi al

or relevant to the subject matter

(b) require such evidence to be given on oath;

(c) summon any person in Nigeria to give evidence at any place or produce any docunent or ot her
thing in his possession or under his control, and exanmine himas a witness and requir

e himto produce any docunent or other thing in his possession or under his control, subject to
all just exceptions; and

(d) issue a warrant to conpel the attendance of any person who, after having been sumoned to
attend, fails, refuses or neglects to do so and does not excuse such failure, refusal o

r neglect to the satisfaction of the House of Assenmbly or the committee, and order himto pay all
costs which may have been occasioned in conpelling his attendance or by reason of h

is failure, refusal or neglect to obey the summons and al so to i npose such fine as may be
prescribed for any such failure, refusal or neglect; and any fine so inposed shall be recov
erable in the sane manner as a fine inposed by a court of |aw

(2) A sunmons or warrant issued under this section may be served or executed by any nenber of the
Ni geria Police Force or by any person authorised in that behalf by the Speaker of t

he House of Assenbly of the State.

CHAPTER 6

THE EXECUTI VE

Part |

FEDERAL EXECUTI VE

A - The President of the Federation
130.

(1) There shall be for the Federation a President.

(2) The President shall be the Head of State, the Chief Executive of the Federation and Commuander -
in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federation

131. A person shall be qualified for election to the office of the President if -

(a) he is a citizen of Nigeria by birth;

(b) he has attained the age of forty years;

(c) he is a nmenber of a political party and is sponsored by that political party; and
(d) he has been educated up to at |east School Certificate |level or its equivalent.
132.



(1) An election to the office of President shall be held on a date to be appointed by the

I ndependent National Electoral Comn ssion

(2) An election to the said office shall be held on a date not earlier than sixty days and not
|ater than thirty days before the expiration of the termof office of the I ast hol der

of that office.

(3) Where in an election to the office of President one of the two or nore candi dates noni nated
for the election is the only candi date after the close of nomination, by reason of th

e disqualification, withdrawal, incapacitation, disappearance or death of the other candi dates,
the Independent National Electoral Comm ssion shall extend the tinme for nom nation

(4) For the purpose of an election to the office of President, the whole of the Federation shal
be regarded as one constituency.

(5) Every person who is registered to vote at an el ection of a nenber of a |egislative house shal
be entitled to vote at an election to the office of President.

133. A candidate for an election to the office of President shall be deened to have been duly
el ected to such office where, being the only candidate nom nated for the election -

(a) he has a majority of YES votes over NO votes cast at the election; and

(b) he has not |ess than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election in each of at |east two-
thirds of all the States in the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja

134. (1) A candidate for an election to the office of President shall be deened to have be been
duly el ected, where, there being only two candidates for the election -

(a) he has the majority of votes cast at the election; and

(b) he has not |ess than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election in each of at |east two-
thirds of all the States in the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

(2) A candidate for an election to the office of President shall be deened to have been duly
el ected where, there being nore than two candi dates for the el ection-

(a) he has the highest nunber of votes cast at the election;
and

(b) he has not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election each of at |east two-thirds
of all the States in the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

(3) In a default of a candidate duly elected in accordance with subsection (2) of this section
their shall be a second election in accordance with subsection (4) of this section at
whi ch the only candi date shall be -

(a) the candi date who scored the highest nunber of votes at any election held in accordance with
the said subsection (2) of this section; and

(b) one anong the renaining candi dates who has a najority of votes in the highest number of
States, so however that where there are nore than one candidate with najority of votes in

t he hi ghest nunber of States, the candidate anbng themwi th the highest total of votes cast at
the election shall be the second candidate for the election

(4) In default of a candidate duly el ected under the foregoing subsections, the |Independent

Nati onal El ectoral Comm ssion shall within seven days of the result of the election held

under the said subsections, arrange for an election between the two candi dates and a candi date at
such el ection shall be deened elected to the office of President if -

(a) he has a najority of votes cast at the election; and

(b) he has not |ess than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election in each of at |east two-
thirds of all the States in the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja

(5) In default of a candidate duly el ected under subsection (4) of this section, the |ndependent
Nati onal El ectoral Comm ssion shall, within seven days of the result of the election

hel d under the aforesaid subsection (4), arrange for another election between the two candi dates
to which the subsection relates and a candi date at such el ection shall be deened to

have been duly elected to the office of President, if he has a magjority of the votes cast at the
el ection.

135.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, a person shall hold the office of President
until -

(a) when his successor in office takes the oath of that office;

(b) he dies whilst holding such office; or

(c) the date when his resignation fromoffice takes effect;

or



(d) he otherwi se ceases to hold office in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution
(2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, the President shall vacate his
office at the expiration of a period of four years conmmencing fromthe date, when -

(a) in the case of a person first elected as President under this Constitution, he took the Cath
of Allegiance and the oath of office; and

(b) in any other case, the person last elected to that office under this Constitution took the
Cath of Allegiance and oath of office or would, but for his death, have taken such Cat

hs.

(3) If the Federation is at war in which the territory of N geria is physically involved and the
Presi dent considers that it is not practicable to hold el ections, the National Assem

bly may by resol ution extend the period of four years nentioned in subsection (2) of this section
fromtime to time; but no such extension shall exceed a period of six nobnths at any

one time.

136.

(1) If a person duly elected as President dies before taking and subscribing the Cath of
Al'l egi ance and oath of office, or is for any reason whatsoever unable to be sworn in, the pe

rson elected with himas Vice-President shall be sworn in as President and he shall nominate a new
Vi ce- Presi dent who shall be appointed by the President with the approval by a sinp

le mpjority of the National Assenmbly at a joint sitting.

(2) Where the persons duly elected as President and Vice President die or are unable for any
reason whatsoever to assune office before the inauguration of the National Assenbly, the

I ndependent National El ectoral Conmission shall immediately conduct an election for a President
and the Vice-President.
137.

(1) A person shall not be qualified for election to the office of President if -
(a) subject to the provisions of section 28 of this Constitution, he has voluntarily acquired the
citizenship of a country other than Nigeria or, except in such cases as may be pres
cribed by the National Assenbly, he has made a declaration of allegiance to such other country; or
(b) he has been elected to such office at any two previous elections; or
(c) under the law in any part of Nigeria, he is adjudged to be a lunatic or otherw se declared to
be of unsound nind
or
(d) he is under a sentence of death inposed by any conpetent court of law or tribunal in N geria
or a sentence of inprisonnent or fine for any offence involving dishonesty or fraud
(by whatever nane called) or for any other offence, inposed on himby any court or tribunal or
substituted by a conpetent authority for any other sentence inposed on himby such a c
ourt or tribunal; or
(e) within a period of less than ten years before the date of the election to the office of
Presi dent he has been convicted and sentenced for an offence involving dishonesty or he h
as been found guilty of the contravention of the Code of Conduct; or
(f) he is an undischarged bankrupt, havi ng been adjudged or otherw se decl ared bankrupt under any
law in force in Nigeria or any other country; or
(g) being a person enployed in the civil or public service of the Federation or of any State, he
has not resigned, withdrawn or retired fromthe enploynent at least thirty days befo
re the date of the election; or
(h) he is a nmenber of any secret society; or
(i) he has been indicted for enbezzl enent or fraud by a Judicial Comm ssion of Inquiry or an
Admi ni strative Panel of Inquiry or a Tribunal set up under the Tribunals of Inquiry Act,
a Tribunals of Inquiry Law or any other law by the Federal or State Governnent which indictnent
has been accepted by the Federal or State CGovernnent, respectively; or
(j) he has presented a forged certificate to the I ndependent National El ectoral Conmi ssion
(2) Where in respect of any person who has been -
(a) adjudged to be a lunatic;
(b) declared to be of unsound m nd
(c) sentenced to death or inprisonnen; or
(d) adjudged or decl ared bankr upt
(e) any appeal against the decision is pending in any court of law in accordance with any law in
force in N geria, subsection (1) of this section shall not apply during a period beg
inning fromthe date when such appeal is |odged and ending on the date when the appeal is finally



determ ned or, as the case may be, the appeal |apses or is abandoned, whichever is

earlier.

138. The President shall not, during his tenure of office, hold any other executive office or paid
enpl oyment in any capacity what soever

139. The National Assenbly shall by an Act make provi sions as respects -

(a) persons who nay apply to the Court of Appeal for the determination of any question as to
whet her;

(i) any person has been validly elected to the office of President or Vice-President

(ii) the termof office of the President or Vice President has cease, or

(iii) the office of the President or Vice-President has beconme vacant

(b) circunstances and manner in which, and the conditions upon which such application may be nade;
and

(c) powers, practice and procedure of the Court of Appeal in relation to any such application
140. (1) A person elected to the office of President shall not begin to performthe functions of
that office until he has declared his assets and liabilities as prescribed in this C
onstitution and he has taken and subscribed the Cath of Allegiance and the oath of office
prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitution

(2) The oaths aforesaid shall be adm nistered by the Chief Justice of N geria or the person for
the tine being appointed to exercise the functions of that office.

141. There shall be for the Federation a Vice-President.
142,

(1) In any election to which the foregoing provisions of this Part of this Chapter relate, a
candidate for an election to the office of President shall not be deened to be validly n

om nated unl ess he noni nates anot her candi date as his associate fromthe sane political party for
his running for the office of President, who is to occupy the office of Vice-Presid

ent and that candi date shall be deenmed to have been duly elected to the office of Vice-President
if the candidate for an election to the office of President who noninated himas suc

h associate is duly elected as President in accordance with the provisions aforesaid.

(2) The provisions of this Part of this Chapter relating to qualification for election, tenure of
of fice, disqualification, declaration of assets and liabilities and oaths of Presid

ent shall apply in relation to the office of Vice-President as if references to President were
references to Vice-President.

143.

(1) The President or Vice-President may be renoved fromoffice in accordance with the provisions
of this section

(2) Whenever a notice of any allegation in witing signed by not |ess than one-third of the
menbers of the National Assenbly: -

(a) is presented to the President of the Senate;

(b) stating that the holder of the office of President or Vice-President is guilty of gross

m sconduct in the performance of the functions of his office, detailed particulars of whi

ch shall be specified,

the President of the Senate shall within seven days of the receipt of the notice cause a copy
thereof to be served on the holder of the office and on each nenber of the National Ass

enbly, and shall also cause any statenent made in reply to the allegation by the holder of the
office to be served on each nenber of the National Assenbly.

(3) Wthin fourteen days of the presentation of the notice to the President of the Senate (whether
or not any statenent was nmade by the holder of the office in reply to the all egat

on contained in the notice) each House of the National Assenbly shall resolve by notion w thout
any debate whether or not the allegation shall be investigated.

(4) A notion of the National Assenbly that the allegation be investigated shall not be declared as
havi ng been passed, unless it is supported by the votes of not |ess than two-third

s mpjority of all the nenbers of each House of the National Assenbly.

(5) Wthin seven days of the passing of a notion under the foregoing provisions, the Chief Justice
of Nigeria shall at the request of the President of the Senate appoint a Panel of

seven persons who in his opinion are of unquestionable integrity, not being nenbers of any public



service, legislative house or political party, to investigate the allegation as pro

vide in this section.

(6) The hol der of an office whose conduct is being investigated under this section shall have the
right to defend hinself in person and be represented before the Panel by |legal prac

titioners of his own choice.

(7) A Panel appointed under this section shall -

(a) have such powers and exercise its functions in accordance with such procedure as nay be
prescribed by the National Assenbly; and

(b) within three nonths of its appointnment report its findings to each House of the Nationa
Assenbl y.

(8) Where the Panel reports to each House of the National Assenbly that the allegation has not
been proved, no further proceedings shall be taken in respect of the matter

(9) Where the report of the Panel is that the allegation against the holder of the office has been
proved, then within fourteen days of the receipt of the report at the House the Na

tional Assenbly shall consider the report, and if by a resolution of each House of the Nationa
Assenbly supported by not less than two-thirds majority of all its nenbers, the repor

t of the Panel is adopted, then the holder of the office shall stand renoved fromoffice as from
the date of the adoption of the report.

(10) No proceedi ngs or determination of the Panel or of the National Assenbly or any nmatter
relating thereto shall be entertai ned or questioned in any court.

(11) In this section -

"gross msconduct” neans a grave violation or breach of the provisions of this Constitution or a
m sconduct of such nature as anounts in the opinion of the National Assenbly to gros

s m sconduct .

144,

(1) The President or Vice-President shall cease to hold office, if -

(a) by a resolution passed by two-thirds majority of all the menbers of the executive council of
the Federation it is declared that the President or Vice-President is incapable of d

i scharging the functions of his office; and

(b) the declaration is verified, after such nedical exanination as nmay be necessary, by a nedical
panel established under subsection (4) of this section in its report to the Preside

nt of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(2) Where the medical panel certifies in the report that in its opinion the President or Vice-
President is suffering fromsuch infirmty of body or mnd as renders himpermanently i

ncapabl e of discharging the functions of his office, a notice thereof signed by the President of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall be published in the

Oficial Gazette of the Government of the Federation

(3) The President or Vice-President shall cease to hold office as fromthe date of publication of
the notice of the medical report pursuant to subsection (2) of this section

(4) the medical panel to which this section relates shall be appointed by the President of the
Senate, and shall conprise five nedical practitioners in Nigeria:-

(a) one of whom shall be the personal physician of the holder of the office concerned; and

(b) four other nedical practitioners who have, in the opinion of the President of the Senate,
attained a high degree of eminence in the field of medicine relative to the nature of t

he exami nation to be conducted in accordance with the foregoing provisions.

(5 Inthis section, the reference to "executive council of the Federation" is a reference to the
body of Mnisters of the Governnent of the Federation, howsoever called, establishe
d by the President and charged with such responsibilities for the functions of governnent as the
Presi dent may direct.

145. \Whenever the President transmts to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives a witten declaration that he is proceedi ng on vacation or that

he is otherwi se unable to discharge the functions of his office, until he transmts to thema
witten declaration to the contrary such functions shall be discharged by the Vice-Pres

i dent as Acting President.

146.

(1) The Vice-President shall hold the office of President if the office of President becones
vacant by reason of death or resignation, inpeachnent, pernmanent incapacity or the renov



al of the President fromoffice for any other reason in accordance with section 143 of this
Constitution.

(2) Wiere any vacancy occurs in the circunstances nmentioned in subsection (1) of this section
during a period when the office of Vice-President is also vacant, the President of the

Senate shall hold the office of President for a period of not nore than three nonths, during which
there shall be an election of a new President, who shall hold office for the unexp

ired termof office of the Iast hol der of the office.

(3) Where the office of Vice-President becones vacant: -

(a) by reason of death or resignation, inpeachment, pernmanent incapacity or renpoval in accordance
with section 143 or 144 of this Constitution;

(b) by his assunption of the office of President in accordance with subsection (1) of this
section; or

(c) for any other reason

the President shall nom nate and, with the approval of each House of the National Assenbly,
appoi nt a new Vi ce- President.

147.

(1) There shall be such offices of Mnisters of the Government of the Federation as may be
establ i shed by the President.

(2) Any appointnent to the office of Mnister of the Governnent of the Federation shall, if the
nom nati on of any person to such office is confirned by the Senate, be nade by the Pr

esi dent .

(3) Any appoi ntment under subsection (2) of this section by the President shall be in conformty
with the provisions of section 14(3) of this Constitution:-

provided that in giving effect to the provisions aforesaid the President shall appoint at |east
one Mnister fromeach State, who shall be an indigene of such State.

(4) Where a nenber of the National Assenbly or of a House of Assenbly is appointed as M nister of
the Governnent of the Federation, he shall be deened to have resigned his nenbersh

p of the National Assenmbly or of the House of Assenbly on his taking the oath of office as

M ni ster

(5) No person shall be appointed as a Mnister of the Governnent of the Federation unless he is
qualified for election as a nenber of the House of Representatives.

(6) An appointnment to any of the offices aforesaid shall be deened to have been nade where no
return has been received fromthe Senate within twenty-one working days of the receipt

of nom nation by the Senate.

148.

(1) The President may, in his discretion, assign to the Vice-President or any Mnister of the
Government of the Federation responsibility for any business of the Governnent of the F

ederation, including the administration of any department of governnent.

(2) The President shall hold regular nmeetings with the Vice-President and all the Mnisters of the
Government of the Federation for the purposes of -

(a) determning the general direction of donestic and foreign policies of the Governnent of the
Federati on;

(b) co-ordinating the activities of the President, the Vice-President and the Mnisters of the
Government of the Federation in the discharge of their executive responsibilities; and

(c) advising the President generally in discharge of his executive functions other than those
functions with respect to which he is required by this Constitution to seek the advice

or act on the recomendati on of any other person or body.

149. A Mnister of the Government of the Federation shall not enter upon the duties of his office,
unl ess he has declared his assets and liabilities as prescribed in this Constitut

on and has subsequently taken and subscribed the GCath of Allegiance and the oath of office for the
due execution of the duties of his office prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to th

is Constitution.

150.

(1) There shall be an Attorney-General of the Federation who shall be the Chief Law Oficer of the
Federation and a M nister of the Governnent of the Federation

(2) A person shall not be qualified to hold or performthe functions of the office of the Attorney-
General of the Federation unless he is qualified to practise as a |legal practition



er in Nigeria and has been so qualified for not |ess than ten years.
151.

(1) The President may appoint any person as a Special Adviser to assist himin the perfornmance of
his functions.

(2) The nunber of such Advisers and their remuneration and all owances shall be as prescribed by

| aw or by resolution of the National Assenbly.

(3) Any appoi ntment made pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be at the pleasure of
the President and shall cease when the President ceases to hold office.

152. A person appoi nted as Special Adviser under section 151 of this Constitution shall not begin
to performthe functions of his office until he has declared his assets and |i abil

ties as prescribed in this Constitution and has subsequently taken and subscri bed the Gath of
Al'l egi ance and oath of office prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitution.

B - Establishment of certain federal executive bodies
153.

(1) There shall be established for the Federation the follow ng bodies, nanely:
(a) Code of Conduct Bureau

(b) Council of State;

(c) Federal Character Commi ssion

(d) Federal Civil Service Conm ssion

(e) Federal Judicial Service Conm ssion

(f) Independent National Electoral Comm ssion

(g) National Defence Council

(h) National Econom c Council;

(i) National Judicial Council

(j) National Popul ati on Commi ssion

(k) National Security Council

(1) Nigeria Police Council

(m Police Service Conm ssion; and

(n) Revenue Mbbilisation Allocation and Fiscal Conmi ssion

(2) The conposition and powers of each body established by subsection (1) of this section are as
contained in Part 1 of the Third Schedule to this Constitution

154,

(1) Except in the case of ex officio menbers or where other provisions are nmade in this
Constitution, the Chairman and nenbers of any of the bodies so established shall, subject to

the provisions of this Constitution, be appointed by the President and the appoi ntnent shall be
subject to confirmation by the Senate.

(2) In exercising his powers to appoint a person as Chairman or nenber of the Council of State or
the National Defence Council or the National Security Council, the President shal

not be required to obtain the confirmati on of the Senate.

(3) In exercising his powers to appoint a person as Chai rnman or nmenber of the |Independent Nationa
El ectoral Commission, National Judicial Council, the Federal Judicial Service Comm

i ssion or the National Popul ation Conmi ssion, the President shall consult the Council of State.
155.

(1) A person who is a nmenber of any of the bodies established as aforesaid shall, subject to the
provisions of this Part, renmain a nmenber thereof -

(a) in the case of an ex officio menber, whilst he holds the office by virtue of which he is a
menber of the body;

(b) in the case of a person who is a nmenber by virtue of his having previously held an office, for
the duration of his life; and

(c) in the case of a person who is a nenber otherwi se than as ex officio nmenber or otherw se than
by virtue of his having previously held an office, for a period of five years from

the date of his appointnent.

(2) A nmenber of any of the bodies shall cease to be nenber if any circunstances arise that, if he
were not a nenber of the body, would cause himto be disqualified for appointnent a

s such a nenber.

156.



(1) No person shall be qualified for appointnment as a nenber of any of the bodies aforesaid if -
(a) he is not qualified or if he is disqualified for election as a nmenber of the House of
Represent ati ves;

(b) within the preceding ten years, he has been renoved as a nenber of any of the bodies or as the
hol der of any other office on the ground of mi sconduct.

(2) any person enployed in the public service of the Federation shall not be disqualified for
appoi ntnent as Chairman or nmenber of any of such bodies:

Provi ded that where such person has been duly appointed he shall, on his appointnent, be deenmed to
have resign his forner office as fromthe date of the appoi ntnent.

(3) No person shall be qualified for appointment to any of the bodies aforesaid if, having
previously been appointed as a menber otherw se than as an ex officio nmenber of that body,

he has been re-appointed for a further termas a nmenber of the sane body.

157.

(1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of this section, a person holding any of the
offices to which this section applies may only be renmoved fromthat office by the Presid

ent acting on an address supported by two-thirds majority of the Senate praying that he be so
renoved for inability to discharge the functions of the office (whether arising fromin

firmty of mind or body or any other cause) or for m sconduct.

(2) This section applies to the offices of the Chairnan and nenbers of the Code of Conduct Bureau
the Federal Civil Service Conm ssion, the |Independent National Electoral Conmissio

n, the National Judicial Council, the Federal Judicial Service Conm ssion, the Federal Character
Commi ssion, the Nigeria Police Council, the National Popul ation Conmi ssion, the Reve

nue Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal Conmi ssion and the Police Service Conmi ssion

(3) All menmbers of the National Popul ati on Conm ssion shall cease to be nmenbers if the President
decl ares a National Census Report as unreliable and the report is rejected in accord

ance with section 213 of this Constitution.

158.

(1) I'n exercising its power to nake appointnents or to exercise disciplinary control over persons,
t he Code of Conduct Bureau, the National Judicial Council, the Federal G vil Servi

ce Conmission, the Federal Judicial Service Conmission, the Revenue Mbilisation and Fisca
Conmi ssi on, the Federal Character Comm ssion, and the |Independent National Electoral Comm

i ssion shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other authority or person.

(2) The National Popul ation Conmi ssion shall not be subject to the direction or control of any
ot her authority or person:-

(a) in appointing, training or arranging for the training of enunerators or other staff of the
Conmi ssion to assist it in the conduct of any popul ati on census;

(b) in deciding whether or not to accept or revise the return of any officer of the said
Conmmi ssi on concerning the popul ation census in any area or part of the Federation;

(c) in carrying out the operation of conducting the census; and

(d) in conpiling its report of a national census for publication

159.

(1) The quorumfor a neeting of any of the bodies established by section 153 of this Constitution
shall be not |ess than one-third of the total nunber of nmenbers of that body at the

date of the neeting.

(2) A nenber of such a body shall be entitled to one vote, and a decision of the neeting may be
taken and any act or thing nay be done in the name of that body by a majority of the

menbers present at the neeting.

(3) Whenever such body is assenbled for a neeting, the Chairnman or other person presiding shall
inall matters in which a decision is taken by vote (by whatever nane such vote may

be called) have a casting as well as a deliberative vote.

(4) Subject to its rules of procedure, any such body nmay act or take part in any decision
notw t hst andi ng any vacancy in its nenbership or the absence of any nenber.

160.

(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, any of the bodies may, with the approval of the
President, by rules or otherwise regulate its own procedure or confer powers and inpos
e duties on any officer or authority for the purpose of discharging its functions.



(2) In the exercise of any powers under subsection (1) of this section, any such body shall not
confer powers or inpose duties on any officer or authorities of a State except with t

he approval of the Governor of the State.

The President, upon the receipt of advice fromthe Revenue Mdbilisation Allocation and Fisca
Conmi ssion, shall table before the National Assenbly proposals for revenue allocation f

romthe Federation Account, and in determ ning the fornula, the National Assenbly shall take into
account, the allocation principles especially those of population, equality of Stat

es, internal revenue generation, land mass, terrain as well as popul ation density."

161. In this Part of this Chapter, unless the context otherw se requires -

(a) any reference to "ex officio nmenber" shall be construed as a reference to a person who is a
menber by virtue of his holding or perfornming, the functions of an office in the pub

ic service of the Federation

(b) "office"” neans an office in the public service of the Federation

(c) any reference to "nmenber" of a body established by section 153 of this Constitution shall be
construed as including a reference to the Chairman of that body; and

(d) "misconduct" means a breach of the Oath of Allegiance or oath of office of a nmenber or a
breach of the provisions of this Constitution or bribery or corruption or fal se decl arat

ion of assets and liabilities or conviction for treason or treasonable felony.

C - Public Revenue

162.

(1) The Federation shall nmaintain a special account to be called "the Federation Account" into
whi ch shall be paid all revenues collected by the Governnent of the Federation, except

the proceeds fromthe personal inconme tax of the personnel of the armed forces of the Federation,
the Nigeria Police Force, the Mnistry or department of government charged with re
sponsibility for Foreign Affairs and the residents of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

(2) The President, upon the receipt of advice fromthe Revenue Mbilisation Allocation and Fi scal
Conmi ssion, shall table before the National Assenbly proposals for revenue all ocat
on fromthe Federation Account, and in determning the fornmula, the National Assenbly shall take
into account, the allocation principles especially those of population, equality of

States, internal revenue generation, land mass, terrain as well as popul ation density;

Provided that the principle of derivation shall be constantly reflected in any approved formul a as
being not less than thirteen per cent of the revenue accruing to the Federation Ac
count directly fromany natural resources.

(3) Any anount standing to the credit of the Federation Account shall be distributed anong the
Federal and State CGovernments and the | ocal governnent councils in each State on such
terns and in such manner as nmay be prescribed by the National Assenbly.

(4) Any anount standing to the credit of the States in the Federation Account shall be distributed
anong the States on such ternms and in such nanner as may be prescribed by the Nat

onal Assenbly.

(5) The anmount standing to the credit of local governnment councils in the Federation Account shal
al so be allocated to the State for the benefit of their |ocal governnent councils

on such ternms and in such nanner as may be prescribed by the National Assenbly.

(6) Each State shall maintain a special account to be called "State Joint Local Governnent
Account” into which shall be paid all allocations to the |Iocal government councils of the

State fromthe Federation Account and fromthe Government of the State

(7) Each State shall pay to |ocal government councils in its area of jurisdiction such proportion
of its total revenue on such terns and in such manner as nmay be prescribed by the N

ational Assenbly.

(8) The anount standing to the credit of l[ocal government councils of a State shall be distributed
anong the | ocal government councils of that State on such terns and in such manner

as may be prescribed by the House of Assenbly of the State.

(9) Any anount standing to the credit of the judiciary in the Federati on Account shall be paid
directly to the National Judicial Councils for disbursenent to the heads of courts est

abl i shed for the Federation and the States under section 6 of this Constitution.

(10) For the purpose of subsection (1) of this section, "revenue" neans any inconme or return
accruing to or derived by the Governnment of the Federation from any source and incl udes

(a) any receipt, however described, arising fromthe operation of any |aw,



(b) any return, however described, arising fromor in respect of any property held by the
Government of the Federation;

(c) any return by way of interest on |oans and dividends in respect of shares or interest held by
the Governnent of the Federation in any conpany or statutory body.

163. Where under an Act of the National Assenbly, tax or duty is inposed in respect of any of the
matters specified in itemD of Part Il of the Second Schedule to this Constitution

the net proceeds of such tax or duty shall be distributed anobng the States on the basis of
derivation and accordingly -

(a) where such tax or duty is collected by the Governnent of a State or other authority of the
State, the net proceeds shall be treated as part of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of t

hat State;

(b) where such tax or duty is collected by the Governnent of the Federation or other authority of
the Federation, there shall be paid to each State at such tines as the National Ass

enbly may prescribe a sumequal to the proportion of the net proceeds of such tax or duty that are
derived fromthat State.

164.

(1) The Federation nmay nmake grants to a State to supplenent the revenue of that State in such sum
and subject to such terns and conditions as nmay be prescribed by the National Assem

bly.

(2) The Federation may nmake external grants to a foreign State or any international body in
furtherance of the foreign policy objectives of Nigeria in such sumand subject to such t

erms and conditions as nmay be prescribed by the National Assenbly.

165. Each State shall, in respect of each financial year, pay to the Federation an anount equal to
such part of the expenditure incurred by the Federation during that financial year

for the purpose of collection of taxes or duties which are wholly or partly payable to the State
pursuant to the provisions of this Part of this Chapter or of any Act of the Nation

al Assenbly as is proportionate to the share of the proceeds of those taxes or duties received by
the State in respect of that financial year

166.

(1) Any paynent that is required by this Part of this Chapter to be nade by the Federation to a
State may be set-off by the Federation in or towards paynent of any sumthat is due f
romthat State to the Federation in respect of any |loan nmade by the Federation to that State.
(2) The right of set-off conferred by subsection (1) of this section shall be w thout prejudice to
any other right of the Federation to obtain paynment of any sum due to the Federat
on in respect of any |oan

167. Any paynent that is required by this Part of this Chapter to be nade by the Federation to a
State shall be a charge upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation and any

paynment that is so required to be nade by a State to the Federation shall be a charge upon the
Consol i dat ed Revenue Fund of that State.

189.

(1) Wiere any paynent falls to be made under this Part of this Chapter, the anount payabl e shal
be certified by the Auditor-General for the Federation

Provi ded that a provisional payment nay be made before the Auditor-General has given his
certificate.

(2) The National Assenbly may prescribe the time at and manner in which any paynment falling to be
made under this Part of this Chapter shall be effected and provide for the making o

f adjustnents and provisional paynent.

D - The Public Service of the Federation

169. There shall be a civil service of the Federation

170. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Federal G vil Service Comm ssion may,
with the approval of the President and subject to such conditions as it may deemfit,

del egate any of the powers conferred upon it by this Constitution to any of its menbers or to any
officer in the civil service of the Federation



171.

(1) Power to appoint persons to hold or act in the offices to which this section applies and to
renove persons so appointed fromany such office shall vest in the President.

(2) The offices to which this section applies are, nanely -

(a) Secretary to the Governnent of the Federation

(b) Head of the Civil Service of the Federation

(c) Anbassador, Hi gh Comm ssioner or other Principal Representative of N geria abroad;

(d) Permanent Secretary in any Mnistry or Head of any Extra-Mnisterial Departnent of the
Government of the Federati on howsoever designated; and

(e) any office on the personal staff of the President.

(3) An appointment to the office of the Head of the Civil Service of the Federation shall not be
made except from anong Permanent Secretaries or equivalent rank in the civil service

of the Federation or of a State.

(4) An appointnment to the office of Ambassador, Hi gh Conmi ssioner or other Principa
Representative of Nigeria abroad shall not have effect unless the appointment is confirned by th
e Senat e.

(5) I'n exercising his powers of appointnment under this section, the President shall have regard to
the federal character of Nigeria and the need to pronote national unity.

(6) Any appoi ntnent made pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (e) of subsection (2) of this section
shal|l be at the pleasure of the President and shall cease when the President ceases to

hol d of fi ce;

Provi ded that where a person has been appointed froma public service of the Federation or a
State, he shall be entitled to return to the public service of the Federation or of the

State when the President ceases to hold office.

172. A person in the public service of the Federation shall observe and conformto the Code of
Conduct .

173.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the right of a person in the public service of
the Federation to receive pension or gratuity shall be regulated by |aw

(2) Any benefit to which a person is entitled in accordance with or under such law as is referred
to in subsection (1) of this section shall not be withheld or altered to his disadv

ant age except to such extent as is perm ssible under any | aw, including the Code of Conduct.

(3) Pensions shall be reviewed every five years or together with any Federal civil service salary
revi ews, whichever is earlier

(4) Pensions in respect of service in the public service of the Federation shall not be taxed.
174.

(1) The Attorney-General of the Federation shall have power -

(a) to institute and undertake crimnal proceedi ngs agai nst any person before any court of law in
Ni geria, other than a court-martial, in respect of any offence created by or under

any Act of the National Assenbly;

(b) to take over and continue any such crimnal proceedings that nay have been instituted by any
other authority or person; and

(c) to discontinue at any stage before judgnent is delivered any such crimnal proceedi ngs
instituted or undertaken by himor any other authority or person.

(2) The powers conferred upon the Attorney-General of the Federation under subsection (1) of this
section may be exercised by himin person or through officers of his departnent.

(3) In exercising his powers under this section, the Attorney-Ceneral of the Federation shall have
regard to the public interest, the interest of justice and the need to prevent abu

se of |egal process.

175.

(1) The President may -

(a) grant any person concerned with or convicted of any offence created by an Act of the National
Assenbly a pardon, either free or subject to lawful conditions;

(b) grant to any person a respite, either for an indefinite or for a specified period, of the
execution of any punishnent inposed on that person for such an of fence;

(c) substitute a | ess severe form of punishnent for any punishment inmposed on that person for such
an of fence; or



(d) remt the whole or any part of any puni shnent inposed on that person for such an offence or of
any penalty or forfeiture otherwi se due to the State on account of such an offence

(2) The powers of the President under subsection (1) of this section shall be exercised by him
after consultation with the Council of State.

(3) The President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Council of State, may exercise his
powers under subsection (1) of this section in relation to persons concerned with o

ffences against the arnmy, naval or air-force |law or convicted or sentenced by a court-marti al
PART 11

STATE EXECUTI VE

176- (1) There shall be for each State of the Federation a Establishment of the
Governor. office of Covernor.

177. A person shall be qualified for election to the office Qualification for
of Governor of a State if election as Governor

(a) he is acitizen of Nigeria by birth;

(b) he has attained the age of thirty-five years;

(c) he is a nmenber of a political party and is sponsored by that political party; and
(d) he has been educated up to at |east School Certificate level or its equivalent.
178

(1) An election to the office of governor of a State Election of

shall be held on a date to be appointed by the |Independent Governor: general

Nati onal El ectoral Conmm ssion

(2) An election to the office of Governor of a State shall be held on a date not

earlier than sixty days and not later than thirty days before the expiration of the termof office
of the last holder of that office.

(3) Where in an election to the office of Governor of a State one of the two or nore candi dates
nom nated for the election is the only candidate after the close of nomination, by re

ason of the disqualification, w thdrawal, incapacitation, disappearance or death of the other
candi dat es, the Independent National Electoral Conmi ssion shall extend the tinme for nom

i nation.

(4) For the purpose of an election under this section a State shall be regarded as one

consti tuency.

(5) Every person who is registered to vote at an el ection of a nenber of a |egislative house shal
be entitled to vote at an election to the office of Governor of a State.

El ection: 176

(1) A candidate for an election to the office of

singl e candi date Governor of a State shall be deened to have been duly el ected

and two or nore to such office where, being the only candi date noni nated for

candi dates, the election- (a) he has a majority of YES votes over NO votes cast at the el ection
and

(b) he has not |ess than one-quarter of the votes cast at the eleciton in each of at |east two-
thirds of all the | ocal government areas in the State,

but where the only candidate fails to be elected in accordance with this subsection, then there
shal |l be fresh nom nations.

(2) A candidate for an election to the office of Governor of a State shall be deemed to have been
duly el ected where, there being two or nore candi dates -

(a) he has the highest nunber of votes cast at the el ection; and

(b) he has not |less than one-quarter of all the votes cast in each of at |least two-thirds of al
the |l ocal government areas in the State.

(3) In default of a candidate duly elected in accordance with subsection (2) of this section there
shall be a second el ection in accordance with subsection (4) of this section at wh

ich the only candi dates shall be -

(a) the candi date who secured the hi ghest number of votes cast at the el ection; and

(b) one anong the renmining candi dates who secured a majority of votes in the highest nunber of

| ocal governnent areas in the State, so however that where there are nore than one ca



ndidate with a majority of votes in the highest number of |ocal government areas, the candidate
anong themw th the next highest total of votes cast at the election shall be the sec

ond candi dat e.

(4) In default of a candidate duly el ected under subsection (2) of this section, the |Independent
Nati onal El ectoral Comm ssion shall within seven days of the result of the election

hel d under that subsection, arrange for an el ection between the two candi dates and a candi date at
such el ection shall be deened to have been duly elected to the office of Governor o
f a State if -

(a) he has a majority of the votes cast at the election; and

(b) he has not |ess than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election in each of at |east two-
thirds of all the | ocal government areas in the State.

(5) In default of a candidate duly el ected under subsection (4) of this section, the |ndependent
Nati onal El ectoral Comm ssion shall within seven days of the result of the election

hel d under that subsection, arrange for another election between the two candi dates to which that
sub- paragraph relates and a candi date at such election shall be deened to have been

duly elected to the office of governor of a State if he has a majority of the votes cast at the
el ection.

180.

(1) subject to the provisions of this Constitution, a Tenure of office

person shall hold the office of Governor of a State until - Governor

(a) When his successor in office takes the oath of that office; or

(b) he dies whilst holding such office; or

(c) the date when his resignation fromoffice takes effect; or

(d) he otherw se ceases to hold office in accordance with the provisions of this constitution

(2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, the Governor shall vacate his
office at the expiration of period of four years conmencing fromthe date when -

(a) in the case of a person first elected as Governor under this Constitution, he took the Gath of
Al | egi ance and oath of office; and

(b) the person last elected to that office took the Gath of Allegiance and oath of office or
woul d, but for his death, have taken such oat hs.

(3) If the Federation is at war in which the territory of Nigeria is physically involved and the
Presi dent considers that it is not practicable to hold el ections, the National Assem

bly may be resol ution extend the period of four years nentioned in subsection (2) of this section
fromtime to time, but no such extension shall exceed a period of six nobnths at any

one time.

Deat h, etc., of 181 -

(1) If a person duly elected as Governor dies before taking and subscribing the Cath of Allegi ance
and oath of office, or is unable for any reason whatsoever to be sworn in, the per
son el ected with himas Deputy governor shall be sworn in as governor and he shall nomi nate a new
Deput y- Governor who shall be appointed by the Governor with the approval of a sinp
e mpjority of the House of Assenbly of the State

(2) Where the persons duly elected as Governor and Deputy Governor of a State die or are for any
reason unable to assune office before the inauguration of the house of Assenbly, the

I ndependent National El ectoral Conm ssion shall immediately conduct an el ection for a Governor
and Deputy CGovernor of the State.

Di squalification. 182 -

(1) No person shall be qualified for election to the office of CGovernor of a State if - (a)
subject to the provisions of section 28 of this Constitution, he has voluntarily acquire
d the citizenship of a country other than Nigeria or, except in such cases as may be prescribed by
the National Assenbly, he has made a declaration of allegiance to such other count

ry; or

(b) he has been elected to such office at any two previous elections; or

(c) under the law in any part of Nigeria, he is adjudged to be a lunatic or otherw se declared to
be of unsound mi nd; or

(d) he is under a sentence of death inposed by any conpetent court of law or tribunal in N geria
or a sentence of inprisonnment for any offence involving dishonesty or fraud (by what
ever nane called) or any other offence inposed on himby any court or tribunal or substituted by a
conpetent authority for any other sentence inposed on himby such a court or tribu

nal ; or

(e) within a period of less than ten years before the date of election to the office of Governor



of a State he has been convicted and sentenced for an offence involving dishonesty o
r he has been found guilty of the contravention of the code of Conduct; or
(f) he is an undi scharged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherw se decl ared bankrupt under any
law in force in Nigeria; or
(g) being a person enployed in the public service of the Federation or of any State, he has not
resigned, withdrawn or retired fromthe enploynent at least thirty days to the date o
f the election; or
(h) he is a nmenber of any secret society; or
(i) he has been indicted for enbezzl enent or fraud by a Judicial Comm ssion of Inquiry or an
Adm nistrative Panel of Inquiry or a Tribunal set up under the Tribunals of Inquiry Act,
a Tribunals of Inquiry Law or any other law by the Federal or State Governnent which indictnent
has been accepted by the Federal or State CGovernnent; or
(j) he has presented a forged certificate to the 6i ndependent National El ectoral Comm ssion
(2) Where in respect of any person who has been
(a) adjudged to be a lunatic;
(b) declared to be of unsound m nd
(c) sentenced or decl ared bankrupt,
an appeal against the decision is pending in any court of law in accordance with any law in force
in Nigeria, subsection (1) of this section shall not apply during a period beginnin
g fromthe date when such appeal is |odged and ending on the date when the appeal is finally
determ ned or, as the case may be, the appeal |apses or is abandoned, whichever is earl
er.
Governor: 183. The governor shall not, during the period when he
di squalification holds office, hold any other executive office or paid enpl oynent
fromother jobs. in any capacity what soever
Determ nation of 184. The National Assenbly shall nake provisions in
certain questions respect of -
relating to el ections.
(a) persons who nay apply to an election tribunal for the deternination of any question as to
whet her
(i) any person has been validly elected to the office of Governor or Deputy CGovernor
(ii) the termof office of a Governor or Deputy CGovernor has ceased, or
(iii) the office of Deputy Governor has become vacant;
(b) circunstances and manner in which, and the conditions upon which such application may be nade;
and
(c) powers, practice and procedure of the election tribunal in relation to any such application
185.

(1) A person elected to the office of the Governor of Declaration of assets

a State shall not begin to performthe functions of that office and liabilities: oaths

until he has declared his assets and liabilities as prescribed of office

in the Constitution and has subsequently taken and subscribed of Governor
the Cath of Allegiance and oath of office prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitution
(2) The Cath of Allegiance and the oath of office shall be adm nistered by the Chief Judge of the
State or Grand Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the State, if any or President

of the Customary Court of Appeal of the State, if any, or the person for the tine being
respectively appointed to exercise the functions of any of those offices in any State.

186. There shall be for each State of the Federation a Establishment

Deputy Governor. the office of
Deputy CGover nor
187.

(1) In any election to which the foregoing provisions Nom nation and el ection

of this Part of this Chapter relate, a candidate for the of deputy Governor

of fice of Governor of a State shall not be deened to have been validly nom nated for such office
unl ess he noni nates another candi date as his associate for his running for the offic

e of CGovernor, who is to occupy the office of Deputy Governor; and that candidate shall be deened
to have been duly elected to the office of Deputy Governor if the candi date who nom

inated himis duly elected as Governor in accordance with the said provisions.



(2) The provisions of this Part of this Chapter relating to qualification for election, tenure of
of fice, disqualifications, declaration of assets and liabilities and Cath of Govern

or shall apply in relation to the office of Deputy Governor as if references to CGovernor were
references to Deputy Governor

188.

(1) The Governor or Deputy Governor of a state may Renoval of CGovernor

be renpbved fromoffice in accordance with the provisions or Deputy CGovernor

of this section. fromoffice

(2) Wienever a notice of any allegation in witing signed by not |ess than one-third of the
menbers of the House of Assenbly.

(b) stating that the hol der of such office is guilty of gross misconduct in the performance of the
functions of his office, detailed particulars of which shall be specified.
the speaker of the House of Assenmbly shall, within seven days of the receipt of the notice, cause
a copy of the notice to be served on the holder of the office and on each nmenber of

the House of Assenbly, and shall al so cause any statenment nade in reply to the allegation by the
hol der of the office, to be served on each nenber of the House of Assenbly.

(3) Wthin fourteen days of the presentation of the notice to the speaker of the House of Assenbly
(whet her or not any statement was nmade by the holder of the office in reply to the

al l egation contained in the notice-, the House of Assenbly shall resolve by notion, wthout any
debate whether or not the allegation shall be investigated.

(4) A notion of the House of Assenbly that the allegation be investigated shall not be declared as
havi ng been passed unless it is supported by the votes of not |ess than two-thirds

majority of all the nmenbers of the House of Assenbly.

(5) Wthin seven days of the passing of a notion under the foregoing provisions of this section,
the Chief judge of the State shall at the request of the speaker of the House of Ass

enbly, appoint a Panel of seven persons who in his opinion are of unquestionable integrity, not
bei ng menbers of any public service, legislative house or political party, to investi

gate the allegation as provided in this section.

(6) The hol der of an office whose conduct is being investigated under this section shall have the
right to defend hinself in person or be represented before the panel by a legal pra

ctitioner of his own choice.

(7) A Panel appointed under this section shall -

(a) have such powers and exercise its functions in accordance with such procedure as nay be
prescri bed by the House of Assenbly; and

(b) within three nonths of its appointnent, report its findings to the House of Assenbly.

(8) Where the Panel reports to the House of Assenbly that the allegati on has not been proved, no
further proceedings shall be taken in respect of the matter

(9) Where the report of the Panel is that the allegation against the holder of the office has been
proved, then within fourteen days of the receipt of the report, the house of Assem

bly shall consider the report, and if by a resolution of the House of Assenbly supported by not

|l ess than two-thirds majority of all its nenbers, the report of the Panel is adopted,
then the hol der of the office shall stand renoved formoffice as fromthe date of the adoption of
the report.

(10) No proceedi ngs or determination of the Panel or of the House of Assenbly or any matter
relating to such proceedi ngs or determ nation shall be entertained or questioned in any c

ourt.

(11) In this section -

"gross nmisconduct" neans a grave violation or breach of the provisions of this Constitution or a
m sconduct of such nature as anpbunts in the opinion in the House of Assembly to gros

s m sconduct.

189.

(1) The Governor or Deputy Governor of a State shall Pernanent

cease to hold office if - incapacity of

Gover nor or

Deputy Gover nor

(b) the declaration in paragraph (a) of this subsection is verified, after such nedica

exam nati on as nmay be necessary, by a nedi cal panel established under subsection (4) of this
section in its report to the speaker of the House of Assenbly.

(2) Where the nedical panel certifies in its report that in its opinion the Governor or Deputy



Governor is suffering fromsuch infirmty of body or nmind as renders himpermanently i

ncapabl e of discharging the functions of his office, a notice thereof signed by the Speaker of the
House of Assenbly shall be published in the Oficial Gazette of the Governnent of

the State

(3) The Governor or Deputy Governor shall cease to hold office as fromthe date of publication of
the notice of the nedical report pursuant to subsection (2) of this section

(4) The nedical panel to which this section relates shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House
of Assenbly of the State, and shall conprise five medical practitioners in Nigeria

(a) one of whom shall be the personal physician of the holder of the office concerned; and

(b) four other nedical practitioners who have, in the opinion of the Speaker of the House of
Assenbly, attained a high degree of eninence in the field of nedicine relative to the na

ture of the exanmination to be conducted in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this
section.

(5 In this section, the reference to "executive council of the State" is a reference to the body
of Conmi ssioners of the Governnent of the State, howsoever called, established by t

he Governor and charged with such responsibilities for the functions of Governnment as the Governor
may direct.

190. Whenever the CGovernor transmits to the Speaker of the House of Assenbly a witten declaration
that he is proceeding on vacation or that he is otherwi se unable to discharge the

functions of his office, until he transmts to the Speaker of the House of Assenbly a witten
declaration to the contrary such functions shall be discharged by the Deputy Governor a

s Acting Governor

191.

(1) The Deputy Covernor of a State shall hold the office of Governor of the State if the office of
Gover nor becones vacant by reason of death, resignation, inpeachnent, pernmanent in

capacity or renoval of the governor fromoffice for any other reason in accordance with section
188 or 189 of this constitution.

(2) Where any vacancy occurs in the circunstances nmentioned in subsection (1) of this section
during a period when the office of Deputy Governor of the State is also vacant, the Spe

aker of the House of Assenbly of the State shall hold the office of Governor of the State for a
period of not nmore than three nonths, during which there shall be an el ection of a ne

w Governor of the State who shall hold office for the unexpired termof office of the |ast hol der
of the office.

(3) Where the office of the Deputy Governor becones vacant -

(a) by reason of death, resignation, inpeachnment, permanent incapacity or renoval in accordance
with section 188 or 189 of this Constitution;

(b) by his assunption of the office of Governor of a State in accordance with subsection (1) of
this section; or

(c) for any other reason

the Governor shall nom nate and with the approval of the House of Assenbly of the State, appoint a
new Deputy Gover nor

192.

(1) There shall be such offices of Conmi ssioners of the Governnment of a State shall, if the

nom nati on of any person to such office is confirned by the House of Assenbly of the Stat

e, be made by the Governor of that State and in naking any such appoi ntnent the Governor shal
conformw th the provisions of section 14(4) of this Constitution

(3) Where a nmenber of a House of Assenbly or of the National Assenbly is appointed as Conmi ssioner
of the Government of a State, he shall be deened to have resigned his nenbership o

f the House of Assenbly or of the National Assenbly on his taking the GCath of office as
Commi ssi oner.

(4) No person shall be appointed as a Conmi ssioner of the Governnment of a State unless he is
qualified for election as a nenber of the House of Assenbly of the State.

(5) An appointment to the office of Conmissioner under this section shall be deemed to have been
made where no return has been received fromthe House of Assenbly within twenty-one

wor ki ng days of the receipt of nom nation, by the House of Assenbly.

193.



(1) The CGovernor of a State may, in his discretion, assign to the Deputy Governor or any
Conmi ssi oner of the Government of the State responsibility for any business of the Governnen

t of that State, including the adm nistration of any departnment of Governnent.

(2) The Governor of a State shall hold regular nmeetings with the Deputy Governor and all
Conmi ssi oners of the Governnent of the State for the purposes of -

(a) determining the general direction of the policies of the Governnment of the State;

(b) co-ordinating the activities of the Governor, the Deputy Governor and the Comm ssioners of the
Government of the State in the discharge of their executive responsibilities; and

(c) advising the Governor generally in the discharge of his executive functions, other than those
functions with respect to which he is required by this Constitution to seek the adv

ice or act on the recommendati on of any ot her person or body.

194. A Commi ssioner of the Governnent of a State shall not enter upon the duties of his office

unl ess he has declared his assets and liabilities as prescribed in this Constitution a

nd has subsequently taken and subscribed the oath of Allegiance and the oath for the due execution
of the duties of his office prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitutio

n

195.

(1) There shall be an Attorney-General for each State who shall be the Chief Law O ficer of the
State and Conmi ssioner for Justice of the Government of that State.

(2) A person shall not be qualified to hold or performthe functions of the office of the Attorney-
General of a State unless he is qualified to practise as a legal practitioner in N

igeria and has been so qualified for not |ess than ten years.

196.

(1) The Governor of a State mamy appoint any person as a Special Adviser to assist himin the
performance of his functions.

(2) The nunber of such Advisers and their remuneration and all owances shall be as prescribed by
| aw or by resolution of the House of Assenbly of the State.

(3) Any appointnment nmade pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be at the pleasure of
the CGovernor, and shall cease when the Covernor ceases to hold office.

(4) A person appointed as a Special Adviser under subsection (1) of this section shall not begin
to performthe functions of the office unless he has declared his assets and li abil

ties as prescribed in this Constituion and has subsequently taken and subscribed the Cath of
Al'l egi ance and the oath of office prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitutio

n

B - Establishnent of Certain State Executive Bodies

197.

(1) There shall be established for each State of the Federation the follow ng bodies, nanmely -
(a) State Civil Service Comi ssion

(b) State Independent El ectoral Comm ssion; and

(c) State Judicial Service Com ssion

(2) The conposition and powers of each body established by subsection (1) of this section are as
set out in Part Il of the Third Schedule to this Constitution

(3) In appointing Chairnmen and nmenbers of boards and governi ng bodies of statutory corporations
and conpanies in which the Governnent of the State has controlling shares or interest

s and councils of Universities, Colleges and other institutions of higher |earning, the Governor
shall conformwi th the provisions of section 14(4) of this Constitution.

198. Except in the case of ex-officio menbers or where other provisions are made in this
Constitution, the Chairman and nmenbers of any of the bodies so established shall, subject to
the provisions of this Constitution, be appointed by the Governor of the State and the

appoi ntnent shall be subject to confirmation by a resolution of the House of Assenbly of the
State.

199.

(1) A person who is a menber of any of the bodies established as aforesaid shall, subject to the
provisions of this Part, remain a nmenber thereof -
(a) in the case of an ex-officio nmenber, whilst he holds the office by virtue of which he is a



menber of the body;

(b) in the case of a person who is a nmenber by virtue of his having previously held an office, for
the duration of his life; and

(c) in the case of a person who is a nenber otherwi se than as an ex-officio nenber or otherw se
than by virtue of his having previously held an office, for a period of five years fr

omthe date of his appointnent.

(2) A menber of any of the bodies shall cease to be a nenber if any circunmstances arise that, if
he were not a menber of the body, would cause himto be disqualified for appointnment

as such a nenber.

200.

(1) No person shall be qualified for appointnment as a nenber of any of the bodies aforesaid if -
(a) he is not qualified or if he is disqualified for election as a nenber of a House of Assenbly;
(b) he has within the preceding ten years, been renoved as a nenber of any of the bodies or as the
hol der of any other office on the ground of m sconduct.

(2) Any person enployed in the public service of a State shall not be disqualified for appointnent
as Chairman or nenber of any of such bodies provided that where such a person has

been duly appointed, he shall on his appointnent be deened to have resigned his former office as
fromthe date of the appointnent.

(3) No person shall be qualified for appointment to any of the bodies aforesaid, if, having

previ ously been appointed as a nenber otherwi se than as an ex officio nmenber of that body

, he has been re-appointed for a further termas a nmenber of the same body.

201.

(1) Any person holding any of the offices to which this section applies shall only be renoved from
that office by the Governor of that State acting on an address supported by two-th

irds npgjority of the House of Assenbly of the State praying that he be so renoved for inability to
di scharge the functions of the office (whether arising frominfirnmty of mind or b

ody or any other cause) or for m sconduct.

(2) This section applies to the Ofices of the Chairman and nmenbers of the State G vil Service
Conmi ssion, the State I ndependent El ectoral Comm ssion and the State Judicial Service

Commi ssi on

202. In exercising its power to nmake appointments or to exercise disciplinary control over persons
the State Civil Service Conmission, the State | ndependent El ectoral Conmi ssion and

the State Judicial Service Comm ssion shall not be subject to the direction and control of any

ot her authority or person

203.

(1) The quorumfor a neeting of any of the bodies established by section 197 of this Constitution
shall not be less than one-third of the total nunber of nenbers of that body at the

date of the neeting.

(2) A menber of such a body shall be entitled to one vote and a decision of the neeting nay be
taken and any act or thing may be done in the name of that body by a majority of the m

enbers present at a neeting.

(3) Whenever such bodies is assenbled for a neeting, the Chairman or other person presiding shall
inall mtters in which a decision is taken by vote (by whatever name such vote ma
y be called) have a casting as well as a deliberative vote.

(4) Subject to its rules of procedure, any such body may act or take any decision notw thstanding
any vacancy in its menbership or the absence of any nenber.

204.

(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, any of the bodies may, with the approval of the
Governor, by rules or otherwi se regulate its own procedure or confer powers or imnpose

duties on any officer or authority for the purpose of discharging its functions.

(2) In the exercise of any powers under subsection (1) of this section any such body shall not
confer powers or inpose duties on any officer or authority of the Federation except wi

th the approval of the President.

205. In this Part of this Chapter, unless the context otherw se requires:-

(a) any reference to ex officio nenber shall be construed as a reference to a person who is a
menber by virtue of his holding or perfornming the functions of an office in the public



service of a State;

(b) office means an office in the public service of a State;

(c) any reference to nenber of any of the bodies established by section 197 of this Constitution
shal |l be construed as including a reference, to the Chairman of that body; and

(d) msconduct nmeans breach of the Gath of Allegiance or oath of office of a nenber or a breach of
the provisions of this Constitution or bribery or corruption or false declaration

of assets and liabilities or conviction for treason or treasonable felony.

C - The Public Service of a State

206. There shall be for each State of the Federation a Civil Service.

207. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, a State G vil Service Conm ssion may, wth
the approval of the Governor and subject to such conditions as it may deemfit, deleg

ate any of the powers conferred upon it by this Constitution to any of its nmenbers or to any
officer in the civil service of the State.

208.

(1) Power to appoint persons to hold or act in the offices to which this section applies and to
renove persons so appointed fromany such office shall vest in the Governor of the Sta
te.

(2) The offices to which this section applies are, nanely -

(a) Secretary to the Governnent of the State

(b) Head of the Civil Service of the State

(c) Permanent Secretary or other chief executive in any Mnistry or Departnent of the Government
of the State howsoever designated; and

(d) any office on the personal staff of the Governor

(3) An appointnment to the office of the Head of the Civil Service of a State shall not be nmade
except from anong Pernmanent Secretaries or equivalent rank in the civil service of any

State or of the Federation

(4) In exercising his powers of appointnment under this section, the Governor shall have regard to
the diversity of the people within the state and the need to pronote national unity.

(5) Any appointnment nade pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (2) of this section
shall be at the pleasure of the Governor and shall cease when the CGovernor ceases to ho

Id office:

Provi ded that where a person has been appointed froma public service of the Federation or a
State, he shall be entitled to return to the public service of the Federation or of the

State when the CGovernor ceases to hold office.

209. A person in the public service of a State shall observe and conformto the Code of Conduct.

210.

(1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this section, the right of a person in the
public service of a State to receive pension or gratuity shall be regulated by |aw

(2) Any benefit to which a person is entitled in accordance with or under such law as is referred
to in subsection (1) of this section shall not be withheld or altered to his disadv

ant age except to such extent as is perm ssible under any | aw, including the Code of Conduct.

(3) Pensions shall be reviewed every five years or together with any state civil service salary
revi ews, whichever is earlier

(4) Pensions in respect of service in the service of a State shall not be taxed.

211.

(1) The Attorney-General of a State shall have power —

(a) to institute and undertake crimnal proceedi ngs agai nst any person
before any court of lawin Nigeria other than a court-nmartial in respect of
any offence created by or under any |aw of the House of Assenbly;

(b) to take over and continue any such crimnal proceedings that may
have been instituted by any other authority or person; and



(c) to discontinue at any stage before judgenent is delivered any such
crimnal proceedings instituted or undertaken by himor any other
authority or person.

(2) The powers conferred upon the Attorney-General of a State under subsection (1)
of this section may be exercised by himin person or through officers of his departnent.

(3) In exercising his powers under this section, the Attorney-Ceneral of a State shal
have regard to the public interest, the interest of justice and the need of pervert abuse of
| egal process.

212.
(1) The CGovernor may —

(a) grant any person concerned with or convicted of any offence created
by any Law of a State a pardon, either free or subject to | awful conditions;

(b) grant to any person a respite, either for an indefinite or for a
speci fied period, of the execution of any punishnent inposed on that
person for such an offence;

(c) substitute a |less severe formof punishnent for any puni shnent
i nposed on that person for such an offense; or

(d) remt the whole or any part of any puni shment inposed on that
person for such an offense or of any penalty or forfeiture otherw se due to
the State on account of such an of fense.

(2) The powers of the Governor under subsection (1) of this section shall be
exercised by himafter consultation with such advisory council of the State on
prerogative of mercy as may be established by the Law of the State.

PART |11

SUPPLEMENTAL

A — National Popul ation Census
213.

(1) Any report of the National Popul ati on Commi ssion containing the popul ation
census after every census shall be delivered to the President by the Chairnman of the
Conmmi ssi on.

(2) The President shall within a period of thirty days after receipt of the report |ay
copies of the report before the Council of State, which shall consider the report and
advi se the President whether to accept it or reject it.

(3) Where the Council of State advises the President to accept the report, the
President shall accept the sanme and shall then lay the report on the table of each
House of the National Assenbly.

(4) Were the President accepts such report and has laid it on the table of each
House of the National Assenbly he shall publish it in the Oficial Gazette of the
Government of the Federation of public information

(5) Where the Council of State advises the President to reject the report upon the
ground —

(a) that the population census contained in the report is inaccurate; or

(b) that the report is perverse



the President shall reject the report accordingly and no reliance shall be placed upon
any such report by any authority or person or for any purpose what soever.

B — Nigeria Police Force
214,

(1) There shall be a Police Force for Nigeria, which shall be known as the N geria
Pol i ce Force, and subject to the provisions of this section no other police force shall be
established for the Federation or any part thereof.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution —

(a) the Nigeria Police Force shall be organized and admi nistrated in
accordance with such provisions as nay be prescribed by an Act of the
Nat i onal Assenbl y;

(b) the nenbers of the Nigeria Police Force shall have such powers
and duties as may be conferred upon them by | aw

(c) the National Assenbly may make provisions for branches of the
Ni geria Police Force formng part of the arned forces of the Federation or
or the protection of harbours, waterways, railways and air fields.

215.
(1) There shall be -

(a) an Inspector-General of Police who, subject to section 216(2) of this
Constitution shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the
Ni geria Police Council fromanmong serving menbers of the Nigeria Police
For ce;

(b) a Conmi ssioner of Police for each State of the Federati on who shal
be appointed by the Police Service Conm ssion

(2) The Nigeria Police Force shall be under the command of the Inspector-Ceneral of
Poli ce and any contingents of the Nigeria Police Force stationed in a State shall
subject to the authority of the Inspector-General of Police, be under the comrand of the
Conmi ssi oner of Police of the State.

(3) The President or such other Mnister of the Governnent of the Federation as he
may authorize in that behalf may give to the I nspector-General of Police such | awful
directions with respect to the mai ntenance and securing of public safety and public
order as he may consi der necessary, and the Inspector-General of Police shall conply
with those directions or cause themto be conplied with.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Governor of a State or such
Conmi ssi oner of the Governnent of the Sate as he may authorize in that behal f, may
give to the Comm ssioner of Police of the State a such lawful directions with respect to
the mai ntenance and security of public safety and public order within the State as he
may consi der necessary, and the Conmi ssioner of Policy shall conply with those
directions or cause themto be conplied wth:

Provi ded that before carrying out any such directions under the foregoing
provi sions of this subsection the Comm ssioner of Police nmay request that

the matter be referred to the President or such Mnister of the Governnent
of the Federation as may be authorized in that behalf by the President for
this directions.

(5) The question whether any, and if so what, directions have been given under this
section shall not be inquired into in any court.

216



(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Nigeria Police Council may, with
the approval of the President and subject to such conditions as it may think fit, delegate
any of the powers conferred upon it by this Constitution to any of its nenbers or to the
| nspect or-Ceneral of Police or any other nenber of the Nigeria Police Force.

(2) Before making any appointment to the office of the Inspector-CGeneral of Police
removing himfromoffice the President shall consult the Nigeria Police Council

C - Arnmed Forces of the Federation
217.

(1) There shall be an arnmed forces for the Federation which shall consist of an Arny,
a Navy, an Air Force and such other branches of the arned forces of the Federation as
may be established by an Act of the National Assenbly.

(2) The Federation shall, subject to an Act of the National Assenbly made in that
behal f, equip and maintain the arned forces as may be consi dered adequate and
effective for the purpose of —

(a) defending N geria from external aggression;

(b) maintaining its territorial integrity and securing its borders from
violation on land, sea or air

(c) suppressing insurrection and acting in aid of civil authorities to
restore order when called upon to do so by the President, but subject to
such conditions as rmay be prescribed by an Act of the Nationa
Assenbl y; and

(d) perform ng such other functions as may be prescribed by an Act of
the National Assenbly.

(3) The conposition of the officer corps and other ranks of the arnmed forces of the
Federation shall reflect the federal character of N geria.

218

(1) The powers of the President as the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of
t he Federation shall include power to deternine the operational use of the armed forces
of the Federation.

(2) The powers conferred on the President by subsection (1) of this section shal
i ncl ude power to appoint the Chief of Defense Staff, the Chief of Arny Staff, the Chief of
Naval Staff, the Chief of Air Staff and heads of any other branches of the arned forces of
the Federation as may be established by an Act of the National Assenbly.

(3) The President may, by directions in witten and subject to such conditions as he
may think fit, delegate to any menber of the armed forces of the Federation his powers
relating to the operational use of the Arned Forces of the Federation

(4) The National Assenbly shall have power to nake laws for the regul ation of —

(a) the powers exercisable by the President as Conmmander-in- Chi ef of
the Arned Forces of the Federation; and

(b) the appointnment, pronotion and disciplinary control of nenbers of
the Arned Forces of the Federation

219. - The National Assenbly shall -

(a) in giving effect to the functions specified in section 217 of this
Constitution; and



(b) with respect to the powers exercisable by the President under
section 218 of this Constitution,

by an Act, establish a body which shall conprise such nmenbers as the
Nat i onal Assenbly may determ ne, and which shall have power to ensure

that the conposition of the arnmed forces of the Federation shall reflect the
ederal character of Nigeria in the manner prescribed in the said section

217 of this Constitution.

220.

(1) The Federation shall establish and maintain adequate facilities for carrying into
effect any Act of the National Assenbly providing for conpulsory military training or
mlitary service for citizens of Nigeria.

(2) Until an Act of the National Assenbly is made in that behal f the President nay
mai ntai n adequate facilities in any secondary or post-secondary educational institution
in Nigeria for giving mlitary training in any such institution which desires to have the
trai ni ng.

D- Political Parties

221.- No association, other than a political party, shall canvass for votes for any candi date at
any

el ection or contribute to the funds of any political party or to the election expenses of any
candi dat e at

an el ection.

222. No associ ation by whatever nanme called shall function as a political party, unless-

(a) the nanes and addresses of its national officers are registered with
t he I ndependent National Electoral Conmi ssion

(b) the nenbership of the association is open to every citizen of Nigeria
irrespective of his place of origin, circumstance of birth, sex, religion or
et hni ¢ groupi ng;

(c) a copy of its constitution is registered in the principal office of the
| ndependent National El ectoral Commission in such formas nmay be
prescri bed by the | ndependent National Electoral Comi ssion

(d) any alteration in its registered constitution is also registered in the
principal office of the Independent National Electoral Comr ssion within
thirty days of the nmaking of such alteration;

(e) the nane of the association, its synbol or |ogo does not contain
any ethnic or religious connotation or give the appearance that the
activities of the association are confined to a part only of the geographica
area of N geria; and

(f) the headquarters of the association is situated in the Federal Capita
Territory, Abuja.

223.
(1) The constitution and rules of a political party shall-

(a) provide for the periodical election on a denocratic basis of the
principal officers and nmenbers of the executive comittee or other
governi ng body of the political party; and

(b) ensure that the nenbers of the executive committee or other
governi ng body of the political party reflect the federal character of Nigeria.



(2) For the purposes of this section —

(a) the election of the officers or menbers of the executive conmittee of
a political party shall be deemed to be periodical only if it is nade at
regular intervals not exceeding four years; and

(b) the nenbers of the executive conmttee or other governing body of
the political party shall be deenmed to reflect the federal character of
Nigeria only if the nmenbers thereof belong to different States not being
I ess in nunber than two-thirds of all the States of the Federation and the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

224.- The programme as well as the ains and objects of a political party shall conformw th the
provi sions of Chapter Il of this Constitution

225.

(1) Every political party shall, at such tines and in such nanner as the |ndependent
Nati onal El ectoral Commission nay require, subnmit to the Independent Nationa
El ectoral Conmmi ssion and publish a statement of its assets and liabilities.

(2) Every political party shall submit to the Independent National Electorate
Conmi ssion a detail ed annual statenent and analysis of its sources of funds and other
assets together with a simlar statement of its expenditure in such formas the
Conmi ssion may require.

(3) No political party shall -
(a) hold or possess any funds or other assets outside Nigeria; or

(b) be entitled to retain any funds or assets remitted or sent to it from
outsi de Nigeria.

(4) Any funds or other assets remtted or sent to a political party fromoutside Nigeria
shal |l be paid over or transferred to the Commi ssion within twenty-one days of its receipt
with such information as the Conmmi ssion may require.

(5) The Conmission shall have power to give directions to political parties regarding
the books or records of financial transactions which they shall keep and, to exam ne al
such books and records.

(6) The powers conferred on the Comm ssion under subsection (4) of this section
may be exercised by it through any nenber of its staff or any person who is an auditor
by profession, and who is not a nenber of a political party.

226.

(1) The I ndependent National Electoral Conm ssion, shall in every year prepare and
submit to the National Assenbly a report on the accounts and bal ance sheet of every
political party.

(2) it shall be the duty of the Commi ssion, in preparing its report under this section
to carry out such investigations as will enable it to forman opinion as to whether proper
books of accounts and proper records have been kept by any political party, and if the
Conmi ssion is of the opinion that proper books of accounts have not been kept by a
political party, the Conm ssion shall so report.

(3) Every nenber of the Commission or its duly authorized agent shall -

(a) have a right of access at all tinmes to the books and accounts and
vouchers of all political parties; and

(b) be entitled to require fromthe officers of the political party such



i nformati on and expl anati on as he thinks necessary for the performance of
his duties under this Constitution,

and if the nmenber of the Comm ssion or such agent fails or is unable to obtain all the
i nformati on and expl anation which to the best of his know edge and belief are necessary
for the purposes of the investigation, the Conm ssion shall state that fact in its report.

227.

No association shall retain, organize, train or equip any person or group of persons for the
pur pose of enabling themto be enployed for the use or display of physical force or coercion in
pronoting any political objective or interest or in such manner as to arouse reasonabl e

appr ehensi on

that they are organi zed and trained or equipped for that purpose.

228.- The National Assenbly may by | aw provi de —

(a) for the punishment of any person involved in the nanagenent or
control of any political party after due inquiry to have contravened any of
t he provisions of sections 221, 225(3) and 227 of this Constitution;

(b) for the disqualification of any person from hol ding public office on the
ground that the knowingly aids or abets a political party in contravening
section 225(3) of this Constitution

(c) for an annual grant to the |Independent National Electora
Commi ssion for disbursenent to political parties on a fair and equitable
basis to assist themin the discharge of their functions; and

(d) for the conferment on the Commi ssion of other powers as nmay
appear to the National Assenbly to be necessary or desirable for the
pur pose of enabling the Comm ssion nore effectively to ensure that
political parties observe the provisions of this Part of this Chapter

229.- In this part of this Chapter, unless the context otherw se requires —

“associ ati on” nmeans any body of persons corporate or unincorporate who agree to act together for
any

common purpose, and includes an association formed for any ethnic, social, cultural, occupational

or
religious purpose; and

“political party” includes any association whose activities include canvassing for votes in
support of a

candidate for election to the office of President, Vice-President, Governor, Deputy Governor or
menbership of a legislative house or of a |ocal governnent council.

CHAPTER 7
THE JUDI Cl ARY
PART |
Federal Courts
A. The Suprene Court of N geria
230.

(1) There shall be a Suprenme Court of Nigeria.



(2) The Suprene Court of N geria shall consist of —
(a) the Chief Justice of N geria; and

(b) such nunber of Justices of the Supreme Court, not exceeding
twenty-one, as nay be prescribed by an Act of the National Assenbly.

231.

(1) The appointment of a person to the office of Chief Justice of N geria shall be made
by the President on the recommendation of the National Judicial Council subject to
confirmation of such appointment by the Senate.

(2) The appointment of a person to the office of a Justice of the Supreme Court shall
be made by the President on the reconmendati on of the National Judicial Counci
subj ect to confirmation of such appoi ntnment by the Senate.

(3) A person shall not be qualified to hold the office of Chief Justice of Nigeria or of a
Justice of the Suprene Court, unless he is qualified to practice as a legal practitioner in
Ni geria and has been so qualified for a period of not less than fifteen years.

(4) If the office of Chief Justice of Nigeria is vacant or if the person holding the office
is for any reason unable to performthe functions of the office, then until a person has
been appointed to and has assuned the functions of that office, or until the person
hol ding the office has resuned those functions, the President shall appoint the nost
senior Justice of the Suprene Court to performthose functions.

(5) Except on the recomrendati on of the National Judicial Council, an appointnent
pursuant to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section shall cease to have effect
after the expiration of three nonths fromthe date of such appointnment, and the
Presi dent shall not re-appoint a person whose appoi ntment has | apsed.

232.

(1) The Suprenme Court shall, to the exclusion of any other court, have origina
jurisdiction in any dispute between the Federation and a State or between States if and
in so far as that dispute involves any question (whether of law or fact) on which the
exi stence or extent of a legal right depends.

(2) In addition to the jurisdiction conferred upon it by subsection (1) of this section
the Supreme Court shall have such original jurisdiction as may be conferred upon it by
any Act of the National Assenbly;

Provided that no original jurisdiction shall be conferred upon the Supreme Court with
respect to any crimnal matter.

233.

(1) The Suprene Court shall have jurisdiction, to the exclusion of any other court of
law in Nigeria, to hear and determ ne appeals fromthe Court of Appeal

(2) An appeal shall lie fromdecisions of the Court of Appeal to the Supreme Court as
of right in the foll owi ng cases —

(a) where the ground of appeal involves questions of |aw al one,
decisions in any civil or crimnal proceedings before the Court of Appeal

(b) decisions in any civil or crimnal proceedings on questions as to the
interpretation or application of this Constitution;

(c) decisions in any civil or crimnal proceedings on question as to
whet her any of the provisions of Chapter IV of this Constitution has been
is being or is likely to be, contravened in relation to any person



(d) decisions in any crimnal proceedings in which any person has been
sentenced to death by the Court of Appeal or in which the Court of Appea
has affirnmed a sentence of death inposed by any other court;

(e) decisions on any question —

(i) whether any person has been validly elected to the
of fice of President or Vice-President under this Constitution

(ii) whether the termof office of President or
Vi ce- Presi dent has ceased

(iii) whether the office of President or Vice-President has
becone vacant; and

(f) such other cases as may be prescribed by an Act of the Nationa
Assenbl y.

(3) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this section, an appeal shall lie from
the decisions of the Court of Appeal to the Suprenme Court with the | eave of the Court of
Appeal or the Suprene Court.

(4) The Suprene Court may dispose of any application for |eave to appeal from any
deci sion of the Court of Appeal in respect of any civil or crimnal proceedings in which
| eave to appeal is necessary after consideration of the record of the proceedings if the
Supreme Court is of opinion that the interests of justice do not require an oral hearing of
t he application.

(5) Any right of appeal to the Supreme Court fromthe decisions of the Court of
Appeal conferred by this section shall be exercisable in the case of civil proceedings at
the instance of a party thereto, or with the |l evel of the Court of Appeal or the Suprene
Court at the Instance of any other person having an interest in the matter, and in the
case of crimnal proceedings at the instance of an accused person, or subject to the
provi sions of this Constitution and any powers conferred upon the Attorney — Ceneral of
he Federation or the Attorney — General of a State to take over and continue or to
di sconti nue such proceedi ngs, at the instance of such other authorities or persons as
may be prescribed.

(6) Any right of appeal to the Supreme Court fromthe decisions of the Court of
Appeal conferred by this section shall, subject to section 236 of this Constitution, be
exercised in accordance with any Act of the National Assenbly and rules of court for
the tine being in force regulating the powers, practice and procedure of the Supremne
Court.

234.

For the purpose of exercising any jurisdiction conferred upon it by this Constitution or any

| aw, the Suprenme Court shall be duly constituted if it consists of not |ess than five Justices of
t he

Suprenme Court.

Provi ded that where the Suprene Court is sitting to consider an appeal brought under section
233(2)(d) or (c) of this Constitution, or to exercise its original jurisdiction in accordance with
section

232 of this Constitution, the Court shall be constituted by seven Justices.

235.
Wthout prejudice to the powers of the President or of the Governor of a State with respect to
prerogative of nercy, no appeal shall lie to any other body or person from any determ nati on of
t he

Suprene Court.



236.

Subj ect to the provisions of any Act of the National Assenbly, the Chief of N geria may nake
rules for regulating the practice and procedure of the Suprene Court.

B — The Court of Appeal

237.

(1) There shall be a Court of Appeal

(2) The Court of Appeal shall consist of -
(a) a President of the Court of Appeal; and

(b) such number of Justices of the Court of Appeal, not |ess than
forty-nine of which not |ess than three shall be learned in Islamc persona
law, and not |less than three shall be learned in Customary |aw, as my by
prescribed by an Act of the National Assenbly.

238.

(1) There appointnent of a person to the office of President of the Court of Appea
shal | be nade by the President on the reconmrendati on of the National Judicial Counci
subj ect to confirmation of such appoi ntnment by the Senate.

(2) The appointment of a person to the office of a Justice of the Court of Appeal shal
be made by the President on the reconmendati on of the National Judicial Council.

(3) A person shall not be qualified to hold the office of a Justice of the Court of
Appeal unless he is qualified to practice as a legal practitioner in N geria and has been
so qualified for a period of not |less than twelve years.

(4) If the office of President of the Court of Appeal is vacant, or if the person hol ding
the office is for any reason unable to performthe functions of the office, then until a
person has been appointed to and has assuned the functions of that office, or until the
person hol ding the office has resuned those functions, the President shall appoint the
nost senior Justice of the Court of Appeal to performthose functions.

(5) Except on the recomrendati on of the National Judicial Council, an appointnment
pursuant to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section shall cease to have effect
after the expiration of three months fromthe date of such appointnment, and the
Presi dent shall not re-appoint a person whose appoi ntnent has | apsed.

239.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Court of Appeal shall, to the
exclusion of any other court of lawin N geria, have original jurisdiction to hear and
determ ne any question as to whether -

(a) any person has been validly elected to the office of President of
Vi ce- Presi dent under this Constitution; or

(b) the termof office of the President or Vice-President has ceased; or
(c) the office of President or Vice-President has becone vacant.

(2) In the hearing and deternination of an el ection petition under paragraph (a) of
subsection (1) of this section, the Court of Appeal shall be duly constituted if it consists
of at least three Justices of the Court of Appeal

240.



Subj ect to the provisions of this Constitution, the Court of Appeal shall have jurisdiction to the
excl usion of any other court of lawin Nigeria, to hear and deternine appeals fromthe Federa

Hi gh

Court, the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, H gh Court of a State, Sharia Court
of

Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Sharia Court of Appeal of a State, Customary Court
of

Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Custonmary Court of Appeal of a State and from
decisions of a court nmartial or other tribunals as nay be prescribed by an Act of the Nationa
Assenbl y.

241.

(1) An appeal shall lie from decisions of the Federal Hugh Court or a High Court to
the Court of Appeal as of right in the foll owi ng cases —

(a) final decisions in any civil or crimnal proceedings before the Federa
H gh Court sitting at first instance;

(b) where the ground of appeal involves questions of |aw al one,
decisions in any civil or crimnal proceedings;

(c) decisions in any civil or crimnal proceedings on questions as to the
interpretation or application of this Constitution:

(d) decisions in any civil or crimnal proceedings on question as to
whet her any of the provisions of Chapter IV of this Constitution has been,
is being or is likely to be, contravened in relation to any person

(e) decisions in any crimnal proceedings in which the Federal High
Court or a High Court has inposed a sentence of death;

(f) decisions nmade or given by the Federal Hi gh Court or a Hi gh Court-

(i) where the liberty of a person or the custody of an infant
i s concerned,

(ii) where an injunction or the appointnment of a receiver is
granted or refused,

(iii) in the case of a decision determning the case of a
creditor or the liability of a contributory or other officer under
any enactment relating to conpanies in respect of
m sf easance or ot herw se,

(iv) in the case of a decree nisi in a matrinonial cause or
a decision in an admiralty action determining liability, and

(v) in such other cases as nay be prescribed by any | aw
in force in Nigeria

(2) Nothing in this section shall confer any right of appeal -

(a) froma decision of the Federal H gh Court or any Hi gh Court granting
uncondi tional |eave to defend an action

(b) froman order absolute for the dissolution or nullity of marriage in
favour of any party who, having had time and opportunity to appeal from
the decree nisi on which the order was founded, has not appeal ed from

that decree nisi; and

(c) without the | eave of the Federal High Court or a Hi gh Court or of the
Court of Appeal, froma decision of the Federal Hi gh Court or Hi gh Court
made with the consent of the parties or as to costs only.



242,

(D

(2)

243.

Any

Subj ect to the provisions of section 241 of this Constitution, an appeal shall lie
from deci sions of the Federal Hi gh Court or a High Court to the Court of Appeal with the
| eave of the Federal High Court or that Hi gh Court or the Court of Appeal

The Court of Appeal nay di spose of any application for |eave to appeal from any
deci sion of the Federal Hi gh Court or a High Court in respect of any civil or crimnina
proceedi ngs in which an appeal has been brought to the Federal H gh Court or a High
Court from any other court after consideration of the record of the proceedings, if the
Court of Appeal is of the opinion that the interests of justice do not require an ora
hearing of the application.

ri ght of appeal to the Court of Appeal fromthe decisions of the Federal Hi gh Court or a

Hi gh Court conferred by this Constitution shall be -

(a)

(b)

244,

(1

(2)

(a)

(b)

245,

(1

(2)

(a)

exercisable in the case of civil proceedings at the instance of a party
thereto, or with the | eave of the Federal H gh Court or the H gh Court or the
Court of Appeal at the instance of any other person having an interest in

the matter, and in the case of crininal proceedings at the instance of an
accused person or, subject to the provisions of this Constitution and any
powers conferred upon the Attorney- General of the Federation or the

Attorney — Ceneral of a State to take over and continue or to discontinue
such proceedings, at the instance of such other authorities or persons as

may be prescri bed;

exercised in accordance with any Act of the National Assenbly and
rules of court for the tinme being in force regulating the powers, practice
and procedure of the Court of Appeal

An appeal shall lie from decisions of a Sharia Court of Appeal to the Court of

Appeal as of right in any civil proceedings before the Sharia Court of Appeal with respect
to any question of Islamc personal |aw which the Sharia Court of Appeal is conpetent

to decide

Any right of appeal to the Court of Appeal fromthe decisions of a Sharia Court of
Appeal conferred by this section shall -

exercisable at the instance of a party thereto or, with the | eave of the
Sharia Court of Appeal or of the Court of Appeal, at the instance of any
ot her person having an interest in the matter; and

exercised in accordance with an Act of the National Assenbly and
rules of court for the tinme being in force regulating the powers, practice
and procedure of the Court of Appeal

An appeal shall lie fromdecisions of a Custonmary Court of Appeal to the Court of
Appeal as of right in any civil proceedings before the Customary Court of Appeal with
respect to any question of Customary |aw and such other nmatters as may be prescribed
by an Act of the National Assenbly.

Any right of Appeal to the Court of Appeal fromthe decisions of a Custonary
Court of Appeal conferred by this section shall be -

exercisable at the instance of a party thereto or, with the | eave of the
Customary Court of Appeal or of the Court of Appeal, at the instance of



any other person having an interest in the nmatter;

(b) exercised in accordance with any Act of the National Assenbly and
rules of court for the tinme being in force regulating the powers, practice
and procedure of the Court of Appeal

246.
(1) An appeal to the Court of Appeal shall lie as of right from-—

(a) decisions of the Code of Conduct Tribunal established in the Fifth
Schedul e to this Constitution

(b) decisions of the National Assenbly Election Tribunals and
Governorship and Legi sl ative Houses El ection Tribunals on any question
as to whether -

(i) any person has been validly elected as a nmenber of
the National Assenbly or of a House of Assenbly of a State
under this Constitution

(ii) any person has been validly elected to the office of
CGovernor or Deputy Governor, or

(iii) the termof office of any person has ceased or the
seat of any such person has beconme vacant.

(2) The National Assenbly may confer jurisdiction upon the Court of Appeal to hear
and deterni ne appeals from any decision of any other court of law or tribunal
establ i shed by the National Assenbly.

(3) The decisions of the Court of Appeal in respect of appeals arising fromelection
petitions shall be final

247,

(1) For the purpose of exercising any jurisdiction conferred upon it by this
Constitution or any other law, the Court of Appeal shall be duly constituted if it consists
of not less than three Justices of the Court of Appeal and in the case of appeals from-—

(a) a Sharia Court of Appeal if it consists of not |less than three Justices
of the Court of Appeal learned in Islanic personal |aw, and

(b) a Customary Court of Appeal, if it consists of not |ess than three
Justices of the Court of Appeal learned in Custonmary | aw.

248.

Subj ect to the provisions of any Act of the National Assenbly, the President of the Court of
Appeal may make rules for regulating the practice and procedure of the Court of Appeal

C. The Federal High Court.

249.

(1) There shall be a Federal Hi gh Court.

(2) The Federal High Court shall consist of —

(a) a Chief Judge of the Federal Hi gh Court; and

(b) such nunmber of Judges of the Federal Hi gh Court as may be
prescribed by an Act of the National Assenbly.

250.



(1) The appointment of a person to the office of Chief Judge of the Federal High Court
shall be nade by the President on the recomendati on of the National Judicial Council,
subject to confirmation of such appointnment by the Senate.

(2) The appointnment of a person to the office of a Judge of the Federal High Court
shal | be nade by the President on the reconmendati on of the National Judicial Council.

(3) A person shall not be qualified to hold the office of Chief Judge or a Judge of the
Federal High Court unless he is qualified to practice as a legal practitioner in N geria
and has been so qualified for a period of not |ess than ten years.

(4) If the office of Chief Judge of the Federal High Court is vacant or if the person
hol ding the office is for any reason unable to performthe functions of the office, then
until a person has been appointed to and has assuned the functions of that office or
until the person holding the office has resuned those functions the President, shal
appoi nt the nost senior Judge of the Federal Hi gh Court to performthose functions.

(5) Except on the recomrendati on of the National Judicial Council, an appointnent
pursuant to the provisions of subsection (3) of this section shall cease to have effect
after the expiration of three nonths fromthe date of such appointnent and the President
shall not re-appoint a person whose appoi nt nent has | apsed.

251.

(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this Constitution and in
addition to such other jurisdiction as may be conferred upon it by an Act of the Nationa
Assenbly, the Federal H gh Court shall have and exercise jurisdiction to the exclusion
of any other court in civil causes and matters —

(a) relating to the revenue of the Governnent of the Federation in which
the said Governnment or any organ thereof or a person suing or being sued
on behalf of the said Governnent is a party;

(b) connected with or pertaining to the taxation of conpanies and ot her
bodi es established or carrying on business in Nigeria and all other
persons subject to Federal taxation;

(c) connected with or pertaining to custons and exci se duties and
export duties, including any claimby or against the N geria Custons
Service or any nmenber or officer thereof, arising fromthe perfornmance of
any duty inmposed under any regulation relating to custons and exci se
duties and export duties;

(d) connected with or pertaining to banking, banks, other financial
institutions, including any acti on between one bank and anot her, any
action by or against the Central Bank of N geria arising from banking,
forei gn exchange, coinage, |egal tender, bills of exchange, letters of
credit, prom ssory notes and other fiscal neasures:

Provi ded that this paragraph shall not apply to any di spute between an
i ndi vidual custoner and his bank in respect of transactions between he
i ndi vi dual custoner and the bank

(e) arising formthe operation of the Conpanies and Allied Matters Act
or any other enactnent replacing that Act or regulating the operation of
conpani es i ncorporated under the Conpanies and Allied Matters Act;

(f) any Federal enactnent relating to copyright, patent, designs, trade
mar ks and passi ng-off, industrial designs and nerchandi se narks,
busi ness nanes, commercial and industrial nonopolies, conmbines and
trusts, standards of goods and commodities and industrial standards;



(9)

(h)

(i)
(k)
()
(m
(n)

(0)
(p)

(a)

(r)

(s)

(2)

(3)

252.

(1)

(2)

any admiralty jurisdiction, including shipping and navigation on the
Ri ver Niger or River Benue and their affluents and on such other inland
wat erway as nay be desighate by any enactnment to be an internationa
wat erway, all Federal ports, (including the constitution and powers of the
ports authorities for Federal ports) and carriage by sea;

di pl omatic, consular and trade representation

citizenship, naturalization and aliens, deportation of persons who are
not citizens of Nigeria, extradition, inmgration into and em gration from
Ni geria, passports and visas;

bankrupt cy and insol vency;

avi ation and safety of aircraft;
arnms, anmunition and expl osi ves;
drugs and poi sons;

m nes and mnerals (including oil fields, oil mning, geological
surveys and natural gas);

wei ght s and measur es;

the adm nistration or the nanagenent and control of the Federa
CGovernment or any of its agencies;

subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the operation and
interpretation of this Constitution in so far as it affects the Federa
CGovernment or any of its agencies;

any action or proceeding for a declaration or injunction affecting the
validity of any executive or administrative action or decision by the Federa
Government or any of its agencies; and

such other jurisdiction civil or crimnal and whether to the exclusion
of any other court or not as nay be conferred upon it by an Act of the
Nati onal Assenbly:

Provi ded that nothing in the provisions of paragraphs (p), (q) and (r) of this
subsection shall prevent a person from seeking redress against the

Federal Governnent or any of its agencies in an action for danages,

i njunction or specific performance where the action is based on any

enactment, |aw or equity.

The Federal Hi gh Court shall have and exercise jurisdiction and power in respect
of treason, treasonable felony and allied of fences.

The Federal High Court shall al so have and exercise jurisdiction and powers in
respect of crimnal causes and nmatters in respect of which jurisdiction is conferred by
subsection (1) of this section

For the purpose of exercising any jurisdiction conferred upon it by this
Constitution or as nay be conferred by an Act of the National Assenbly, the Federa
H gh Court shall have all the powers of the High Court of a State.

Not wi t hst andi ng subsection (1) of this section, the National Assenbly may by

| aw make provisions conferring upon the Federal H gh Court powers additional to those
conferred by this section as may appear necessary or desirable for enabling the Court
nore effectively to exercise its jurisdiction



253.

The Federal High Court shall be duly constituted if it consists of at |east one Judge of that
Court.

254,

Subj ect to the provisions of any Act of the National Assenbly, the Chief Judge of the Federa
H gh Court nmay nmeke rules for regulating the practice and procedure of the Federal Hi gh Court.

D. - The Hi gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

255.

(1) There shall be a H gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

(2) The H gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall consist of -

(a) a Chief Judge of the Hi gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuj a; and

(b) such number of Judges of the Hi gh Court as may be prescribed by
an Act of the National Assenbly.

256.

(1) The appointnment of a person to the office of Chief Judge of the H gh Court of the
Federal Capital territory, Abuja shall be nmade by the President on the recomrendati on
of the National Judicial Council, subject to confirmtion of such appoi ntment by the
Senat e.

(2) The appointment of a person to the office of a Judge of the Hi gh Court of the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall be nmade by the President on the recomrendati on
of the National Judicial Council

(3) A person shall not be qualified to hold the office of a Chief Judge or a Judge of the
Hi gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja unless he is qualified to practice as a
| egal practitioner in Nigeria and has been so qualified for a period of not |less than ten
years.

(4) If the office of the Chief Judge of the H gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja is vacant or if the person holding the office is for any reason unable to performthe
functions of the office, then until a person has been appointed to and has assumed the
functions of that office or until the person holding the office has resuned those
functions, the President shall appoint the nost senior Judge of the High Court of the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, to performthose functions.

(5) Except on the recomrendati on of the National Judicial Council, an appointnment
pursuant to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section shall cease to have effect
after the expiration of three nonths fromthe date of such appoi ntnent and the President
shal | not re-appoint a person whose appoi ntment has | apsed.

257.

(1) Subject to the provisions of section 251 and any other provisions of this Constitution and in
addition to such other jurisdiction as may be conferred upon it by law, the H gh Co

urt of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall have jurisdiction to hear and determ ne any
civil proceedings in which the existence or extent of a legal right, power, duty, I|iabi

lity privilege, interest, obligation or claimis in issue or to hear and determine any crimna
proceedi ngs involving or relating to any penalty, forfeiture, punishnent or other lia

bility in respect of an offence cormmitted by any person

(2) The reference to civil or crimnal proceedings in this section includes a reference to the
proceedi ngs which originate in the H gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja

and those which are brought before the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja to be



dealt with by the Court in the exercise of its appellate or supervisory jurisdiction.

258. The Hi gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall be duly constituted if it
consists of at |east one Judge of that court.

259. Subject to the provisions of any Act of the National Assenbly, the Chief Judge of the High
Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja may make rules for regul ating the pract
i ce and procedure of the H gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

E- The Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.
260. -

(1) There shall be a Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

(2) The Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall consist of -

(a) a Grand Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal. and

(b) such nunmber of Kadis of the Sharia Court of Appeal as may be prescribed by an Act of the
Nati onal Assenbly.

261. -

(1) The appointment of a person to the office of the Grand Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of
the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall be made by the President on the recomrend

ation of the National Judicial Council, subject to confirmation of such appointnent by the Senate.
(2) The appointment of a person to the office of a Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal shall be
made by the President on the recomrendati on of the National Judicial Council.

(3) A person shall not be qualified to hold office as G and Kadi or Kadi of the Sharia Court of
Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja unless -

(a) he is a legal practitioner in Nigeria and has so qualified for a period of not |ess than ten
years and has obtai ned a recognised qualification in Islamic law froman institution

acceptable to the National Judicial Council; or

(b) he has attended and has obtai ned a recognised qualification in Islamc |law froman institution
approved by the National Judicial Council and has held the qualification for a per

iod of not Iess than twelve years; and (i) he either has considerabl e experience in the Practice
of Islamc |law, or

(ii) he is a distinguished scholar of Islamc |aw

(4) If the office of the Grand Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal is vacant or if the person

hol ding the office is for any reason unable to performthe functions of the office, then

, until a person has been appointed to and has assuned the functions of that office or until the
person hol ding the office has resuned those functions, the President shall appoint t

he nost senior Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal to performthose functions.

(5) Except on the recommendati on of the National Judicial Council, an appointnent pursuant to the
provi si ons of subsection (4) of this section shall cease to have effect after the e
xpiration of three nmonths fromthe date of such appointnment and the President shall not re-appoint
a person whose appoi ntnent has | apsed.

262. -

(1) The Sharia Court of Appeal shall, in addition to such other jurisdiction as may be conferred
upon it by an Act of the National Assenbly, exercise such appellate and supervisory
jurisdiction in civil proceedings involving questions of Islanic personal |aw

(2) For the purpose of subsection (1) of this section, the Sharia Court of Appeal shall be
conpetent to decide -

(a) any question of Islamic personal |law regarding a marriage concluded in accordance with that
law, including a question relating to the validity or dissolution of such a marri age

or a question that depends on such a nmarriage and relating to famly relationship or the

guardi anshi p of an infant;

(b) where all the parties to the proceeding are Mislins, any question of Islamc personal |aw
regarding a nmarriage, including the validity or dissolution of that narriage, or regard

ing famly relationship, a foundling or the guardi anship of an infant;

(c) any question of Islamc personal |aw regarding a wakf, gift, will or succession where the
endower, donor, testator or deceased person is a Mislim



(d) any question of Islamc personal |aw regarding an infant, prodigal or person of unsound m nd
who is a Muslimor the maintenance or the guardi anship of a Muslimwho is physically

or nentally infirm or

(e) where all the parties to the proceedi ngs, being Mislins, have requested the court that hears
the case in the first instance to determ ne that case in accordance with Islamc per

sonal |aw, any other question.

263. For the purpose of exercising any jurisdiction conferred upon it by this Constitution or any
Act of the National Assenbly, the Sharia Court of Appeal shall be duly constituted

if it consists of at |east three Kadis of that Court.

264. Subject to the provisions of any Act of the National Assenbly, the Grand Kadi of the Sharia
Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja may nake rules for regulatin

g the practice and procedure of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuj a.

F - The Customary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.
265. -

(1) There shall be a Customary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja

(2) The Custonmary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall consist of -

(a) a President of the Customary Court of Appeal; and

(b) such number of Judges of the Custonmary Court of Appeal as may be prescribed by an Act of the
Nati onal Assenbly.

266.

(1) The appointment of a person to the office of the President of the Customary Court of Appeal of
the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall be nmade by the President on the recome

ndation of the National Judicial Council, subject to the confirmation of such appointnent by the
Senat e.

(2) The appoi ntnent of a person to the office of a Judge of the Custonmary Court of Appeal shall be
made by the President on the recomrendati on of the National Judicial Council.

(3) Apart fromsuch other qualification as nay be prescribed by an Act of the National Assenbly, a
person shall not be qualified to hold the office of President or a Judge of the Cu

stomary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, unless -

(a) he is a legal practitioner in Nigeria and has been so qualified for a period of not I|ess than
ten years and, in the opinion of the National Judicial Council he has considerabl e

know edge and experience in th practice of Customary |aw, or

(b) in the opinion of the National Judicial Council he has considerabl e know edge of and
experience in the practice of Customary | aw.

(4) If the office of the President of the Customary Court of Appeal is vacant or if the person

hol ding the office is for any reason uanble to performthe functions of the office, th

en, until a person has been appointd to and assuned the functions of that office, or until the
person holding the office hs resumed those functions, the President shall appoint the

next nost senior Judge of the Customary Court of Appeal to performthose functions.

(5) Except on the recommendati on of the National Judicial Council, an appointnent pursuant to the
provi si ons of subsection (4) of this section hall cease to have effect after the ex

piration of three nonths fromthe date of such appointnent and the President shall no re-appoint a
per son whose appoi nt ment has | apsed.

267. The Customary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall, in addition to
such other jurisdiction as may be conferred upon by an Act of The National Assenbly

Exerci se such appellate and supervisory jurisdiction in civil proceedings involving questions of
Customary | aw.

268. For the purpose of exercising any jurisdiction conferred upon it by this Constitution or any
Act of the National Assenbly, the Customary Court of Appeal shall be duly constitut
ed if it consists of at least three Judges of that Court.

269. Subject to the provisions of any Act of the National Assenbly, the President of the Customary
Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, nmay nmake rules for regul a

ting the practice and procedure | of the Customary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capita
Territory, Abuja.



PART |1

STATE COURTS

A - High Court of a State
270 -

(1) There shall be a H gh Court for each State of the Federation

(2) The High Court of a State shall consist of -

(a) a Chief Judge of the State; and

(b) such nmenbers of Judges of the Hi gh Court as may be prescribed by a Law of the House of
Assenbly of the State

271 -

(1) The appointnment of a person to the office of Chief Judge of a State shall be made by the
Governor of the State on the recomendati on of the National Judicial Council subject to
confirmati on of the appointment by the House of Assenbly of the State.

(2) The appointnment of a person to the office of a Judge of a High Court of a State shall be nade
by the Governor of the State acting on the recomrendati on of the National Judicia

Counci | .

(3) A person shall not be qualified to hold office of a Judge of a H gh Court of a State unless he
is qualified to practice as a legal practitioner in Nigeria and has been so qualif

ied for a period of not |less than ten years.

(4) If the office of Chief Judge of a State is vacant or if the person holding the office is for
any person unable to performthe functions of the office, then until a person has be

en appointed to and has assumed the functions of that office, or until the person holding the

of fice has resuned those functions, the Governor of the State shall appoint the nost se

ni or Judge of the High Court to performthose functions.

(5) Except on the recomendati on of the National Judicial Council an appoi ntnent pursuant to
subsection (4) of this section shall cease to have effect after expiration of three nont

hs fromthe date of such appoi ntnent and the Governor shall not re-appoint a person whose
appoi nt nent has | apsed.

272 -

(1) Subject to the provisions of section 251 and other provisions of this Constitution, the Hi gh
Court of a State shall have jurisdiction to hear and determ ne any civil proceedings

in which the existence or extent of a legal right, power, duty, liability, priviledge, interest,
obligation or claimis in issue or to hear and determ ne any crimnal proceedings

nvol ving or relating to any penalty, forfeiture, punishnent or other liability in respect of an
of fence committed by any person

(2) The reference to civil or crimnal proceedings in this section includes a reference to the
proceedi ngs which originate in the H gh Court of a State and those which are brought b
efore the High Court to be dealt with by the court in the exercise of its appellate or supervisory
jurisdiction.

273. For the purpose of exercising any jurisdiction conferred upon it under this Constitution or
any law, a Hi gh court of a State shall be duly constituted if it consists of at |eas
t one Judge of that Court.

274. Subject to the provisions of any | aw nade by the House of Assenbly of a State, the Chief
Judge of a State nmay nmmke rules for regulating the practice and procedure of the Hgh C
ourt of the State.

B - Sharia Court of Appeal of a State
275. -

(1) There shall be for any State that requires it a Sharia Court of Appeal for that State.
(2) The Sharia Court of Appeal of the State shall consist of -

(a) A Grandi Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal; and

(b) such nenber of Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal as may be prescribed by the House of
Assenbly of the State



276. -

(1) The appointnent of a person to the office of the Gandi Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of
a State shall be made by the Governor of the State on the reconmendation of the Nat

i onal Judicial Council, subject to confirmation of such appoi ntnment by the House of Assenbly of
the State

(2) The appointment of a person to the office of a Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of a State
shall be made by the Governor of the State on the recommendati on of the National Jud

i cial Council.

(3) A person shall not be qualified to hold office as a Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of a
State unl ess -

(a) he is a legal practitioner in N geria and has been so qualified for a period of not I|ess than
ten years and has obtained a recognised qualification in Islamic law froman instit

ution acceptable to the National Judicial Council; or

(b) he has attended and has obtained a recognised qualification in Islamc law froman institution
approved by the National Judicial council and has held the qualification for a per

iod of not less than ten years; and (i) he either has considerable experience in the practice of
Islamic |aw, or

(ii) he is a distinguished scholar of Islamc |aw

(4) If the office of the G andi Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of a State is vacant or if a
person holding the office is for any reason unable to performthe function of the off

ice, then until a person has been appointed to and has assuned the function s of that office, or
until the person holding the office has resunmed those functions, the Governor of the

State shall appoint the nbst senior Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the State to perform
t hose functi ons.

277.

(1) The Sharia Court of Appeal of a State shall, in addition to such other jurisdiction
as may be conferred upon it by the law of the State, exercise such appellate and
supervisory jurisdiction in civil proceedings involving questions of |slamnic personal |aw
whi ch the court is conpetent to decide in accordance with the provisions of subsection
(2) of this section.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section, the Sharia Court of Appea
shal | be conpetent to decide —

(a) any question of Islanmc personal |aw regarding a nmarriage concl uded
in accordance with that law, including a question relating to the validity or
di ssolution of such a marriage or a question that depends on such a
marriage and relating to fanmily relationship or the guardi anship of an
i nfant;

(b) where all the parties to the proceedings are Mislins, any question
of Islanmic personal |aw regarding a marriage, including the validity or
dissolution of that marriage, or regarding famly relationship, a foundling or
t he guardi anship of an infant;

(c) any question of Islanmic personal |aw regarding a wakf, gift, will or
successi on where the endower, donor, testator or deceased person is a
Musl i m

(d) any question of Islam c personal |aw regarding an infant, prodigal or
person unsound mnd who is a Mislimor the naintenance or the
guardi anship of a Muslimwho is physically or nmentally infirm or

(e) where all the parties to the proceedi ngs, being Mislins, have
requested the court that hears the case in the first instance to determne
that case in accordance with Islamc personal |aw, any other question

278.

For the purpose of exercising any jurisdiction conferred upon it by this Constitution or any



law, a Sharia Court of Appeal of a State shall be duly constituted if it consists of at |east
three Kadis
of that Court.

279.

Subj ect to provisions of any |aw nmade by the House of Assenbly of the State, the G and
Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the State may nake rul es regulating the practice and
procedure

of the Sharia Court of Appeal

B. Customary Court of Appeal of a State
280.

(1) There shall be for any State that requires it a Customary Court of Appeal for that
State.

(2) The Custonary Court of Appeal of a State shall consist of —
(a) a President of the Customary Court of Appeal of the State; and

(b) such number of Judges of the Customary Court of Appeal as may be
prescribed by the House of Assenmbly of the State.

281.

(1) The appointment of a person to the office of President of a Customary Court of
Appeal shall be nade by the Governor of the State on the recomendati on of the
Nati onal Judicial Council subject to confirmation of such appointrment by the House of
Assenbly of the State.

(2) The appointnment of a person to the office of a Judge of a Customary Court of
Appeal shall be nade by the Governor of the State on the recomendati on of the
Nat i onal Judicial Council.

(3) A part fromsuch other qualification as may be prescribed by a | aw of the House
of Assenbly of the State, a person shall not be qualified to hold office of President or of
a Judge of a Custonmary Court of Appeal of a State unless —

(a) he is a legal practitioner in Nigeria and he has been so qualified for a
period of not less than ten years and in the opinion of the National Judicia
Council he has consi derabl e know edge and experience in the practice of
Custonmary | aw, or

(b) in the opinion of the National Judicial Council he has considerable
know edge of and experience in the practice of Customary | aw.

(4) If the office of President of the Customary Court of Appeal of a State is vacant or if
t he person holding the office is for any reason unable to performthe functions of the
of fice, then until a person has been appointed to and has assuned the functions of that
of fice, or until the person holding the office has resuned the functions at that office, or
until the person holding the office has resuned those functions, the Governor of the
Sate shall appoint the nost senior Judge of the Customary Court of Appeal of the State
to performthose functions.

(5) Except on the recomrendati on of the National Judicial Council, an appointnent
pursuant (4) on this section shall cease to have effect after the expiration of three
mont hs fromthe date of such appointnent, and the Governor shall not re-appoint a
per son whose appoi nt nent has | apsed.

282.

(1) A Customary Court of Appeal of a State shall exercise appellate and supervisory



jurisdiction in civil proceedings involving questions of Customary | aw

(2) For the purposes of this section, a Customary Court of Appeal of a State shal
exerci se such jurisdiction and deci de such questions as may be prescribed by the
House of Assenbly of the State for which it is established.

283.

For the purpose of exercising any jurisdiction conferred upon it by this Constitution or any
law, a Customary Court of Appeal of a State shall be duly constituted if it consists of at |east
three

Judges of that Court.

284.

Subj ect to the provisions of any | aw made by the House of Assenbly of the State, the
President of the Customary Court of Appeal of the State may make rules for regulating the practice
and procedure of the Customary Court of Appeal of a State.

PART 111
ELECTI ON TRI BUNALS
285.

(1) There shall be established for the Federation one or nore election tribunals to be
known as the National Assenbly Election Tribunals which shall, to the exclusion of any
court or tribunal, have original jurisdiction to hear and determi ne petitions as to whether

(a) any person has been validly elected as a nenber of the National
Assenbl y;

(b) the termof office of any person under this Constitution has ceased,;

(c) the seat of a nenber of the Senate or a nmenber of the House of
Repr esent ati ves has becone vacant; and

(d) a question or petition brought before the el ection tribunal has been
properly or inproperly brought.

(2) There shall be established in each State of the Federation one or nore el ection
tribunals to be known as the Governorship and Legi sl ati ve Houses El ection Tribunals
whi ch shall, to the exclusion of any court of tribunal, have original jurisdiction to hear
and determine petitions as to whether any person has been validly elected to the office
of Governor or Deputy Governor or as a menber of any |egislative house.

(3) The conposition of the National Assenbly Election Tribunals, Governorship and
Legi sl ati ve Houses El ection Tribunals shall be as set out in the Sixth Schedule to this
Constitution.

(4) The quorum of an election tribunal established under this section shall be the
Chai rman and two ot her nenbers.

PART IV
SUPPLEMENTAL
286.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution —

(a) where by the Law of a State jurisdiction is conferred upon any court
for the hearing and determ nation of civil causes and of appeals arising out



of such causes, the court shall have like jurisdiction with respect to the
heari ng and determni nation of Federal causes and of appeals arising out of
such causes:

(b) where by the Law of a State jurisdiction is conferred upon any court
for investigation, inquiry into, or trial of persons accused of offenses
agai nst the Laws of the State and with respect to the hearing and
determ nati on of appeals arising out of any such trial or out of any
proceedi ngs connected therewith, the court shall have like jurisdiction with
respect to the investigation, inquiry into, or trial of persons for Federal
of fences and the hearing and determination of appeals arising out of the
trial or proceedings; and

(c) the jurisdiction conferred on a court of a State pursuant to the
provi sions of this section shall be exercised in confornity with the practice
and procedure for the time being prescribed in relation to its jurisdiction
over civil or crimnal causes other than Federal causes.

(2) Nothing in the provisions of this section shall be construed, except in so far as
ot her provisions have been nmade by the operation of sections 299 and 30 of this
Constitution, as conferring jurisdiction as respects Federal causes or Federal offenses
upon a court presided over by a person who is not or has not been qualified to practice
as a legal practitioner in Nigeria.

(3) In this section, unless the context otherw se requires —
“cause” includes matter;

“Federal cause” nmeans civil or crimnal cause relating to any matter with
respect to which the National Assenbly has power to nake | aws; and

“Federal offense” neans an offense contrary to the provisions of an Act of
the National Assenbly or any |l aw having effect as if so enacted.

287.

(1) The decisions of the Suprene Court shall be enforced in any part of the
Federation by all authorities and persons, and by courts with subordinate jurisdiction to
that of the Suprene Court.

(2) The decisions of the Court of Appeal shall be enforced in any part of the
Federation by all authorities and persons, and by courts with subordinate jurisdiction to
that of the Court of Appeal

(3) The decisions of the Federal Hi gh Court, a H gh Court and of all other courts
established by this Constitution shall be enforced in any part of the Federation by al
aut horities and persons, and by other courts of law with subordinate jurisdiction to that
of the Federal High Court, a H gh Court and those others courts, respectively.

288.

(1) In exercising his powers under the foregoing provisions of this Chapter in respect
of appointnents to the officers of Justices of the Suprene Court and Justices of the
Court of Appeal, the President shall have regard to the need to ensure that there are
anmong the hol ders of such officers persons learned in Islanic personal |aw and persons
| earned in Customary | aw.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section —

(a) a person shall be deemed to be learned in Islamc person lawif he is
a legal practitioner in Nigeria and has been so qualified for a period of not
|l ess than fifteen years in the case of a Justice of the Suprene Court or
not less than twelve years in the case of a Justice of the Court of Appea



and has in either case obtained a recognized qualification in Islamic |aw
froman institution acceptable to the National Judicial Council; and

(b) a person shall be deenmed to be learned in Custonmary lawif he is a
| egal practitioner in Nigeria and has been so qualified for a period not |ess
than fifteen years in the case of a Justice of the Suprene Court or not
|l ess than twelve years in the case of a Justice of the Court of Appeal and
has in either case and in the opinion of the National Judicial Counci
consi derabl e know edge of and experience in the practice of Custonary
| aw.

289.

No | egal practitioner shall be qualified for appointnent as a Justice of the Suprenme Court, the
Court of Appeal or a Judge of a Federal Hi gh Court or a Judge of a High Court or a Kadi of a
Shari a

Court of Appeal or a Judge of the Customary Court of Appeal whilst he is a nenber of the National
Judi ci al Council of the Federal Judicial Service Conm ssion or the Judicial Service Committee of
t he

Federal Capital Territory, Abuja or a State Judicial Service Conm ssion, and he shall remain so
disqualified until a period of three years has el apsed since he ceased to be a nenber.

290.

(1) A person appointed to any judicial office shall not begin to performthe functions
of that office until he has declared his assets and liabilities as prescribed under this
Constitution and has subsequently taken and subscribed the Gath of Allegiance and the
Judicial GCath prescribed in the Seventh Schedul e of this Constitution

(2) The oaths aforesaid shall be adm nistered by the person for the tinme being
aut horized by law to adm ni ster such oaths.

291.

(1) Ajudicial officer appointed to the Supreme Court or the Court of Appeal may retire
when he attains the age of sixty-five years and he shall cease to hold office when he
attains the age of seventy years.

(2) Ajudicial officer appointed to any other court, other than those specified in
subsection (1) of this section may retire when he attains the age of sixty years and he
shall cease to hold office when he attains the age of sixty-five years.

(3) Any person who has held office as a judicial officer —

(a) for a period of not less than fifteen years shall, if he retires at or after
the age of sixty-five years in the case of the Chief Justice of N geria, a
Justice of the Supreme Court, the President of the Court of Appeal or a
Justice of the Court of Appeal or at or after the age of sixty years in any
other case, be entitled to pension for life at a rate equivalent to his |ast
annual salary and all his allowances in addition to any other retirenent
benefits to which he nay be entitl ed;

(b) for a period of less than fifteen years shall, if he retires at or after the
age of sixty-five years or sixty years, as the case may be, be entitled to
pension for life at a rate as in paragraph (a) of this subsection pro rata the
nunber of years he served as a judicial officer in relation to the period of
fifteen years, and all his allowances in addition to other retirenent benefits
to which he may be entitled under his terns and conditions of service; and

(c) in any other case, shall be entitled to such pension and other
retirenment benefits as may be regul ated by an Act of the Nationa
Assenbly or by a Law of a House of Assenbly of a State.



(4) Nothing in this section or elsewhere in this Constitution shall preclude the
application of the provisions of any other |aw that provides for pensions, gratuities and
other retirement benefits for persons in the public service of the Federation or of a State.

292.

(1) Ajudicial officer shall not be renpbved fromhis office or appointnment before his
age of retirenent except in the follow ng circunstances —

(a) in the case of -

(i) Chief Justice of N geria, President of the Court of Appeal

Chi ef Judge of the Federal Hi gh Court, Chief Judge of the

Hi gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, G and
Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal Capita
Territory, Abuja and President, Custonary Court of Appea

of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, by the President
acting on an address supported by two-thirds nmajority of the
Senat e,

(ii) Chief Judge of a State, Grand Kadi of a Sharia Court of
Appeal or president of a Customary Court of Appeal of a
State, by the CGovernor acting on an address supported by
two-thirds majority of the House of Assenbly of the State,

prayi ng that he be so renobved for his inability to discharge the functions of his office or
appoi nt nent (whether arising frominfirmty of mnd or of body) or for nisconduct or
contravention of the Code of Conduct;

(b) in any case, other than those to which paragraph (a) of this
subsection applies, by the President or, as the case may be, the
CGovernor acting on the recommendati on of the National Judicial Council
that the judicial officer be so renpbved for his inability to discharge the
functions of his office or appointnment (whether arising frominfirmty of
m nd or of body) or for misconduct or contravention of the Code of
Conduct .

(2) Any person who has held office as a judicial officer shall not on ceasing to be a
judicial officer for any reason whatsoever thereafter appear or act as a legal practitioner
before any court of law or tribunal in Nigeria.

293. Except for the purposes of exercising any jurisdiction conferred by this Constitution or by
any other law, every court established under this Constitution shall be deened to be
duly constituted notwi thstandi ng any vacancy in the menbership of the court.

294,

- (1) Every court established under this Constitution shall deliver its decision in witing not
| ater than ninety days after the conclusion of evidence and final addresses and furni
sh all parties to the cause or natter determned with duly authenticated copies of the decision
wi thin seven days of the delivery thereof.
(2) Each Justice of the Suprene Court or of the Court of Appeal shall express and deliver his
opinion in witing, or may state in witing that he adopts the opinion of any other Jus
tice who delivers a witten opinion:
Provided that it shall not be necessary for the Justices who heard a cause or matter to be present
when judgnment is to be delivered and the opinion of a Justice nay be pronounced or
read by any other Justice whether or not he was present at the hearing.
(3) A decision of a court consisting of nore than one Judge shall be deternined by the opinion of
the majority of its nenbers.
(4) For the purpose of delivering its decision under this section, the Suprene court, or the court
of Appeal shall be deened to be duly constituted if at |east one nenmber of that co
urt sits for that purpose.
(5) The decision of a court shall not be set aside or treated as a nullity solely on the ground of



non- conpliance with the provisions of subsection (1) of this section unless the co

urt exercising jurisdiction by way of appeal or review of that decision is satisfied that the
party conpl ai ni ng has suffered a miscarriage of justice by reason thereof.

(6) As soon as possible after hearing and deciding any case in which it has been determ ned or
observed that there was non-conpliance with the provisions of subsection (1) of this s

ection, the person presiding at the sitting of the court shall send a report on the case to the

Chai rnman of the National Judicial Council who shall keep the Council inforned of such
action as the Council may deemfit.
295.

(1) Where any question as to the interpretation or application of this Constitution arises in any
proceedings in any court of lawin any part of N geria (other than in the Supreme C
ourt, the Court of Appeal, the Federal High Court or a Hi gh Court) and the court is of the opinion
that the question involves a substantial question of |law, the court may, and shal

if any of the parties to the proceedings so requests, refer the question to the Federal Hi gh
Court or a High Court having jurisdiction in that part of N geria and the Federal Hi gh

Court or the Hi gh Court shall

(a) if it is of opinion that the question involves a substantial question of law, refer the
question to the Court of Appeal; or

(b) if it is of opinion that the question does not involve a substantial question of law, remt
the question to the court that nade the reference to be di sposed of in accordance wt

h such directions as the Federal H gh Court or the Hi gh Court may think fit to give.

(2) Where any question as to the interpretation or application of this constitution arises in any
proceedings in the Federal Hi gh Court or a H gh Court, and the court is of opinion
that the question involves a substantial question of law, the court may, and shall if any party to
t he proceedi ngs so requests, refer the question to the Court of Appeal; and where

any question is referred in pursuance of this subsection, the court shall give its decision upon
the question and the court in which the question arose shall dispose of the case in

accordance with that decision.

(3) Where any question as to the interpretation or application of this constitution arises in any
proceedings in the Court of Appeal and the court is of opinion that the question in
vol ves a substantial question of law, the court may, and shall if any party to the proceedi ngs so
requests, refer the question to the Suprenme Court which shall give its decision upo

n the question and give such directions to the Court of Appeal as it deens appropriate.

296. In this Chapter, unless the context otherw se requires, "office" when used with reference to
the validity of an election to an office includes the office of President of the Fe

deration, Vice-President of the Federation and Governor or Deputy Governor of a State but does not
i nclude the office of President of the Senate, Speaker of the House of Represent at

i ves, Speaker of a House of Assenbly or any office established by this Constitution.

CHAPTER 8

FEDERAL CAPI TAL TERRI TORY, ABUJA AND GENERAL SUPPLEMENTARY PROVI SI ONS
PART |

Federal Capital Territory, Abuja

297.

(1) There shall be a Federal Capital Territory, Abuja the boundaries of which are as defined in
Part Il of the First Schedule to this Constitution

(2) The ownership of all |ands conprised in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall vest in the
Governnment of the Federal Republic of N geria.

298. The Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall be the Capital of the Federation and seat of the
Gover nnment of the Federation

299. The provisions of this Constitution shall apply to the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja as if
it were one of the States of the Federation; and accordingly -



(a) all the legislative powers, the executive powers and the judicial powers vested in the House
of Assenbly, the Governor of a State and in the courts of a State shall, respective

y, vest in the National Assenbly, the President of the Federation and in the courts which by
virtue of the foregoing provisions are courts established for the Federal Capital Territ

ory, Abuja;

(b) all the powers referred to in paragraph (a) of this section shall be exercised in accordance
with the provisions of this Constitution; and

(c) the provisions of this Constitution pertaining to the matters aforesaid shall be read with
such nodifications and adaptations as may be reasonably necessary to bring theminto c

onformty with the provisions of this section.

300. For the purposes of Chapter V of this Constitution, the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja
shall constitute one Senatorial district and as nmany Federal constituencies as it is en

titled to under section 49 of this Constitution

301. Wthout prejudice to the generality of the provisions of section 299 of this Constitution, in
its application to the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, this Constitution shall b
e construed as if-

(a) references to the Governor, Deputy Governor and the executive council of a State (howsoever
called) were references to the President, Vice-President and the executive council of

t he Federation (howsoever called) respectively;

(b) references to the Chief Judge and Judges of the High Court of a State were references to the
Chi ef Judge and Judges of the High Court, which is established for the Federal Capit

al Territory, Abuja by the provisions of this Constitution; and

(c) references to persons, offices and authorities of a State were references to the persons,
offices and authorities of the Federation with |ike status, designations and powers, re
spectively; and in particular, as if references to the Attorney-CGeneral, Comi ssioners and the
Audi tor-Ceneral for a State were references to the Attorney-Ceneral, Mnisters and the

Audi t or- General of the Federation with |like status, designations and powers.

302. The President nmay, in exercise of the powers conferred upon himby section 147 of this
Constitution, appoint for the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja a Mnister who shall exerc

i se such powers and perform such functions as nay be delegated to himby the President, fromtine
to tine.

303. The Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall conprise six area councils and the adninistrative
and political structure thereof shall be as provided by an Act of the National Asse
nbly.

304.

(1) There shall be for the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, a Judicial Service Conmittee of the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, the conposition and functions of which shall be as

provided in Part 1l of the Third Schedule to this Constitution

(2) The provisions of sections 154(1) and (3), 155, 156, 157(1) and (2), 158(1) and 159 to 161 of
this Constitution shall apply with necessary nodifications to the Judicial Service

Committee of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

PART 1|

M scel | aneous Provi si ons
305.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the President may by instrunent published in
the Oficial -Gazette} of the Governnent of the Federation issue a Proclamation of a

state of enmergency in the Federation or any part thereof.

(2) The President shall imrediately after the publication, transnmt copies of the Oficial -
Gazette} of the Government of the Federation containing the proclanation including the de
tails of the energency to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Represent atives, each of whomshall forthwith convene or arrange for a neeting of the House of
whi ch he is President or Speaker, as the case may be, to consider the situation and deci de whet her
or not to pass a resolution approving the Procl amation

(3) The President shall have power to issue a Proclamation of a state of emergency only when -



(a) the Federation is at war;

(b) the Federation is in iminent danger of invasion or involvenent in a state of war;

(c) there is actual breakdown of public order and public safety in the Federation or any part
thereof to such extent as to require extraordinary neasures to restore peace and securi
ty;

(d) there is a clear and present danger of an actual breakdown of public order and public safety
in the Federation or any part thereof requiring extraordinary nmeasures to avert such

danger ;

(e) there is an occurrence or inmnent danger, or the occurrence of any disaster or natura
calamty, affecting the community or a section of the comunity in the Federation

(f) there is any other public danger which clearly constitutes a threat to the exi stence of the
Federation; or

(g) the President receives a request to do so in accordance with the provisions of subsection (4)
of this section.

(4) The CGovernor of a State may, with the sanction of a resolution supported by two-thirds
majority of the House of Assenbly, request the President to issue a Proclanmation of a stat

e of enmergency in the State when there is in existence within the State any of the situations
specified in subsection (3) (c), (d) and (e) of this section and such situation does no
t extend beyond the boundaries of the State.

(5) The President shall not issue a Proclamation of a state of enmergency in any case to which the
provi si ons of subsection (4) of this section apply unless the Governor of the State

fails within a reasonable tine to nake a request to the President to i ssue such Procl amation
(6) A Proclamation issued by the President under this section shall cease to have effect -

(a) if it is revoked by the President by instrument published in the Oficial Gazette of the
Government of the Federation

(b) if it affects the Federation or any part thereof and within two days when the Nationa
Assenmbly is in session, or within ten days when the National Assenmbly is not in session, a

fter its publication, there is no resolution supported by two-thirds majority of all the nenbers
of each House of the National Assenbly approving the Proclamation

(c) after a period of six nonths has el apsed since it has been in force:

Provi ded that the National Assenbly nay, before the expiration of the period of six nonths

af oresaid, extend the period for the Proclamation of the state of energency to remain in f

orce fromtine to time for a further period of six nonths by resolution passed in |ike nmanner; or
(d) at any tine after the approval referred to in paragraph (b) or the extension referred to in
paragraph (c) of this subsection, when each House of the National Assenbly revokes th

e Proclamation by a sinple mgjority of all the menbers of each House.

306.

(1) Save as otherw se provided in this section, any person who is appointed, elected or otherw se
selected to any office established by this Constitution may resign fromthat office

by witing under his hand addressed to the authority or person by whom he was appoi nted, el ected
or sel ected.

(2) The resignation of any person fromany office established by this Constitution shall take
effect when the witing signifying the resignation is received by the authority or pers
on to whomit is addressed or by any person authorised by that authority or person to receive it.
(3) The notice of resignation of the President and of the Vice-President shall respectively be
addressed to the president of the Senate and to the President.

(4) On the resignation of the President, the President of the Senate shall forthwith give notice
of the resignation to the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(5) The notice of resignation of the Governor and of the Deputy Governor of a State shal
respectively be addressed to the Speaker of the House of Assenbly and the Governor of the S
tate.

(6) The notice of resignation of the President of the Senate and of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives shall in each case be addressed to the Cerk of the National Assenbly

, and the notice of resignation of the Speaker of a House of Assenbly shall be addressed to the
G erk of the House of Assenbly of the State.

(7) The notice of resignation of a nenber of a |egislative house shall be addressed to the

Presi dent of the Senate or, as the case nmay require, to the Speaker of the legislative hou
se in question.
307. Notwi t hstandi ng any provisions contained in Chapter |1V and subject to sections 131 and 177 of
this Constitution, no citizen of Nigeria by registration or under a grant of cert



ficate of naturalisation shall within ten years of such registration or grant, hold any el ective
or appointive office under this Constitution.

308.

(1) Notwi thstanding anything to the contrary in this Constitution, but subject to subsection (2)
of this section -

(a) no civil or crimnal proceedings shall be instituted or continued against a person to whom
this section applies during his period of office;

(b) a person to whomthis section applies shall not be arrested or inprisoned during that period
either in pursuance of the process of any court or otherw se; and

(c) no process of any court requiring or conpelling the appearance of a person to whomthis
section applies, shall be applied for or issued:

Provi ded that in ascertaining whether any period of linmitation has expired for the purposes of any
proceedi ngs agai nst a person to whomthis section applies, no account shall be tak

en of his period of office.

(2) The provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to civil proceedi ngs agai nst
a person to whomthis section applies in his official capacity or to civil or crim

nal proceedings in which such a person is only a nom nal party.

(3) This section applies to a person holding the office of President or Vice-President, Governor
or Deputy Governor; and the reference in this section to "period of office" is a ref

erence to the period during which the person holding such office is required to performthe
functions of the office.

PART 111

Transitional Provisions and Savi ngs
Citizenship

309. Notwi thstanding the provisions of Chapter Il of this Constitution but subject to section 28
thereof, any person who becane a citizen of Nigeria by birth, registration or natur

al i sation under the provisions of any other Constitution shall continue to be a citizen of N geria
under this Constitution.

Staff of |egislative house
310.

(1) Until the National Assenbly or a House of Assenbly has exercised its powers to initiate

| egi slation in accordance with the provisions of section 51 or 93 of this Constitution, t

he Clerk or other staff of a |egislative house shall be appointed, as respects each House of the
Nati onal Assenbly by the Federal Civil Service Conmission, and as respects a House o

f Assenbly by the State G vil Service Conmi ssion

(2) In exercising its powers under the provisions of this section, the Federal G vil Service
Conmi ssion shall consult, as appropriate, the President of the Senate or the Speaker of

t he House of the Representatives, and a State Civil Service Conmission shall consult the Speaker
of the House of Assenbly of the State.
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311.

(1) The provisions of this section shall have effect until the National Assenbly or a House of
Assenbly exercises the powers conferred upon it by section 60 or 101 of this Constitut

i on as appropriate.

(2) The Standing Orders of the Senate established under the former Constitution shall apply in
relation to the proceedings in the Senate established under this Constitution

(3) The Standing Orders of the House of Representatives established under the former Constitution
shall apply in relation to the proceedings in the House of Representatives establis

hed under this Constitution

(4) The Standing Orders of a House of Assenbly established under the fornmer Constitution shal
apply inrelation to a House of Assenbly of a State established under this Constitution



(5) The Standing Orders of the forner |egislative houses referred to in subsections (2), (3) and
(4) of this section, shall apply in relation to a |l egislative house with such nodifi

cations as nay be necessary to bring theminto confornmity with the provisions of this
Constitution.

(6) In this section, the "former Constitution" refers to the Constitution of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria 1979.

312.

(1) The electoral comm ssion established for the Federation under any lawin force i mediately
before the date when this section conmes into force shall be responsible for perform ng

the functions conferred on the Independent National El ectoral Conmmi ssion established by the
provi sions of this Constitution.

(2) Any person who before the comng into force of this Constitution was elected to any el ective
office nentioned in this Constitution in accordance with the provisions of any |aw

n force imediately before the comng into force of this Constitution shall be deened to have been
duly elected to that office under this Constitution

313. Pendi ng any Act of the National Assenbly for the provision of a system of revenue allocation
bet ween the Federation and the States, anong the States, between the States and | oc

al governnent councils and anmong the | ocal government councils in the States, the system of
revenue allocation in existence for the financial year beginning from 1st January 1998 an

d endi ng on 31st Decenber 1998 shall, subject to the provisions of this Constitution and as from
the date when this section conmes into force, continue to apply:

Provi ded that where functions have been transferred under this Constitution fromthe Governnent of
the Federation to the States and fromthe States to | ocal governnent councils the

appropriations in respect of such functions shall also be transferred to the States and the | ocal
governnment councils, as the case may require.

314. Any debt of the Federation or of a State which i mediately before the date when this section
conmes into force was charged on the revenue and assets of the Federation or on the

revenue and assets of a State shall, as fromthe date when this section cones into force, continue
to be so charged

315.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, an existing |law shall have effect with such
nmodi fications as may be necessary to bring it into conformty with the provisions of

this Constitution and shall be deened to be -

(a) an Act of the National Assenbly to the extent that it is alaw with respect to any natter on
whi ch the National Assenbly is enmpowered by this Constitution to nmake | aws; and

(b) a Law nmade by a House of Assenbly to the extent that it is a law with respect to any matter on
whi ch a House of Assenbly is empowered by this Constitution to make | aws.

(2) The appropriate authority may at any tinme by order make such nodifications in the text of any
existing law as the appropriate authority considers necessary or expedient to bring

that lawinto conformity with the provisions of this Constitution

(3) Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed as affecting the power of a court of |aw or
any tribunal established by law to declare invalid any provision of an existing law o

n the ground of inconsistency with the provision of any other law, that is to say-

(a) any other existing |aw,

(b) a Law of a House of Assenbly;

(c) an Act of the National Assenbly; or

(d) any provision of this Constitution.

(4) In this section, the follow ng expressions have the neanings assigned to them respectively -
(a) "appropriate authority" means - (i) the President, in relation to the provisions of any |aw
of the Federation

(ii) the Governor of a State, in relation to the provisions of any existing | aw deened to be a Law
made by the House of Assenbly of that State, or

(iii) any person appointed by any law to revise or rewmite the laws of the Federation or of a

St at e;

(b) "existing | aw' neans any |aw and includes any rule of law or any enactnent or instrunent

what soever which is in force immedi ately before the date when this section cones into fo

rce or which having been passed or nade before that date conmes into force after that date; and



(c) "nodification" includes addition, alteration, om ssion or repeal

(5) Nothing in this Constitution shall invalidate the follow ng enactnents, that is to say -
(a) the National Youth Service Corps Decree 1993;

(b) the Public Conplaints Conmm ssion Act;

(c) the National Security Agencies Act;

(d) the Land Use Act,

and the provisions of those enactnents shall continue to apply and have full effect in accordance

with their tenor and to the Iike extent as any other provisions fornmng part of thi

s Constitution and shall not be altered or repeal ed except in accordance with the provisions of

section 9 (2) of this Constitution.

(6) Wthout prejudice to subsection (5) of this section, the enactnments nmentioned in the said

subsection shall hereafter continue to have effect as Federal enactnents and as if they
related to matters included in the Exclusive Legislative List set out in Part | of the Second
Schedul e to this Constitution

316.

(1) Any office, court of law or authority which immedi ately before the date when this section
comes into force was established and charged with any function by virtue of any other C
onstitution or |aw shall be deened to have been duly established and shall continue to be charged
with such function until other provisions are made, as if the office, court of |aw
or authority was established and charged with the function by virtue of this Constitution or in
accordance with the provisions of a |aw made t hereunder

(2) Any person who i medi ately before the date when this section cones into force holds office by
virtue of any other Constitution or lawin force imediately before the date when t

his section comes into force shall be deened to be duly appointed to that office by virtue of this
Constitution or by any authority by whom appointnents to that office fall to be ma
de in pursuance of this Constitution.

(3) Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of subsection (2) of this section, any person hol di ng such
office, a nenber of a court of law or authority, who would have been required to vacate

such office, or where his nenbership of such court of law or authority woul d have ceased but for
the provisions of the said subsection (2) of this section, shall at the expiration

of the period prescribed therefor after the date when this section comes into force vacte such
office or, as the case may be, his nenbership of such court of |law or authority shall

cease, accordingly.

(4) The foregoing provisions of this section are without prejudice to the exercise of such powers
as may be conferred by virtue of this constitution or a |aw upon any authority or p

erson to nmake provisions with respect to such matters as nmay be prescribed or authorised by this
constitution or such law, including the establishnment and abolition of offices, cour
ts of law or authorities, and with respect to the appoi ntnment of persons to hold offices or to be
menbers of courts of law or authorities and their renoval from such offices, courts

of law or authorities.

317.

(1) Wthout prejudice to the generality of section 315 of this constitution, any property, right,
privilege, liability or obligation which imediately before the date when this sect

ion cones into force was vested in, exercisable or enforceable by or against-

(a) the former authority of the Federation as representative or trustee for the benefit of the
Federati on;

(b) any former authority of a state as representative or trustee for the benefit of the state,
shall on the date when this section conmes into force and without further assurance tha

n the provisions thereof vest in, or becone exercisable of enforceable by or against the President
and Governnent of the Federation, and the Governor and Governnment of the state, as

the case nmay be

(2) For the purposes of this section -

(a) the President and Governnent of the Federation, and the Governor and Governnent of a state,
shal | be deened, respectively, to be successors to the said former authority of the Federati on and
former authority of the state in question; and

(b) references in this section to "forner authority of the Federation" and "fornmer authority of a
state" include references to the former Covernnent of the Federation and the fornmer



governnent of a state, a local governnent authority or any person who exercised any authority on
its behal f.
PART |V

| NTERPRETATI QN, CI TATI ON AND COMVENCEMENT
318.

(1) In this constitution, unless it is otherwi se expressly provided or the context otherw se
requires-
"Act" or "Act of the National Assenbly" neans any |aw nade by the National Assenbly and includes
any | aw which takes effect under the provisions of this constitution as an Act of th
e National Assenbly;
"appoi ntment" or its cognate expression includes appointiment on pronotion and transfer or
confirmation of appointnent;
"area council" nmeans each of the admnistrative areas within the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja;
"authority" includes governnent;
"belong to" or its grammatical expression when used with reference to a person in a state refers
to a person either or whose parents or any of whose grand parents was a nenber of a
communi ty indigenous to that state
"civil service of the Federation" neans service of the Federation in a civil capacity as staff of
the office of the President, the Vice-President, a mnistry or departnment of the go
vernnment of the Federation assigned with the responsibility for any business of the Governnent of
t he Federati on;

"civil service of the state" neans service of the governnent of a state in a civil capacity as
staff of the office of the governor, deputy governor or a ministry or departnent of th

e government of the state assigned with the responsibility for any business of the governnent of
the state;

"Cod of Conduct" refers to the Code of Conduct contained in the fifth schedule to this
constitution;

"Conmi ssi oner" neans a Conmi ssi oner of the Government of a State;

"Concurrent Legislative List" nmeans the list of nmatters set out in the first colum in Part 11 of
the second schedule to this constitution with respect to which the National Assenbl
y and a House of Assenbly may nake | aws to the extent prescribed, respectively, opposite thereto
in the second col um thereof;

"decision" neans, in relation to a court, any deternination of that court and includes judgment
decree, order, conviction, sentence or reconmmendation

"enactment" neans provision of any |law or a subsidiary instrunent;

"Exclusive Legislative List" neans the list in Part 1 of the second schedule to this constitution
"existing law' has the neaning assigned to it in section 315 of this constitution

"federal character of N geria" refers to the distinctive desire of the peoples of Nigeriato
pronote national unity, foster national loyalty and give every citizen of Nigeria a sens

e of belonging to the nation as expressed in section 14 (3) and (4) of this constitution
"Federation" nmeans the Federal Republic of N geria;

"financial year" means any period of twelve nonths begi nning on the first day of January in any
year or such other date as the National Assenbly may prescribe;

"function" includes power and duty;

"governnent" includes the Governnent of the Federation, or of any state, or of a |ocal governnment
council or any person who exerci ses power of authority on its behalf;

"Governor" or "Deputy Governor" neans the governor of a state or a deputy governor of a state;
"House of Assenbly" nmeans the House of Assenbly of a state;

"Fi nanci al year" means any period of twelve nonths beginning on the first day of January in any
year or such other date as the National Assenbly may prescribe;

"function" includes power and duty;

"governnent" includes the Governnent of the Federation, or any State, or of a |ocal government
council or any person who exerci ses power or authority on its behalf;

"Covernor" or Deputy Governor" neans the CGovernor of a State or a Deputy Governor of a State;
"House of Assenbly" nmeans the House of Assenbly of a State

"Judicial office" means the office of Chief Justice of Nigeria or a Justice of the Suprene Court,
the President or Justice of the Court of Appeal, the office of the Chief Judge or a

Judge of the Federal H gh Court, the office of the Chief Judge or Judge of the H gh Court of the



Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, the office of the Chief Judge of a State and Judg

e of the High Court of a State, a G and Kadi or Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal
Capital Territory, Abuja, a President or Judge of the Customary Court of Appeal; of

the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, a Gand Kadi or Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of a
State; and a reference to a "judicial officer" is a reference to the holder of any suc

h of fice;

"l aw' means a | aw enacted by the House of Assenbly of a State;

"Legi sl ati ve house" neans the Senate, House of Representatives or a House of Assenbly.

"Local governnent area" or "local government council" includes an area council; "public service of
a State’ neans the service of the State in any capacity in respect of the Governne

nt of the State and includes service as:

(a) Cerk or other staff of the House of Assenbly;

(b) nmenber of staff of the High Court, the Sharia court of Appeal, the Customary Court of Appeal
or other courts established for a State by this Constitution or by a Law of a House

of Assenbly;

(c) menber or staff of any commission or authority established for the State by this Constitution
or by a Law of a House of Assenbly;

(d) staff of any local governnent council;

(e) staff of any statutory corporation established by a Law of a House of Assenbly; (f) staff of
any educational institution established or financed principally by a government of a

State; and

(g) staff of any conpany or enterprise in which the government of a State or its agency hol ds
controlling shares or interest;

"School Certificate or its equival ent" neans

(a) a Secondary School Certificate or its equivalent, or Gade Il Teacher’s Certificate, the Cty
and Guilds Certificate; or

(b) education up to Secondary School Certificate |evel; or

(c) Primary Six School Leaving Certificate or its equivalent and - (i) service in the public or
private sector in the Federation in any capacity acceptable to
t he | ndependent National Electoral Commission for a minimmof ten years, and

(ii) attendance at courses and training in such institutions as may be acceptable to the

I ndependent National El ectoral Conm ssion for periods totalling up to a nininmm of one year

and

(iii) the ability to read, wite, understand and conmunicate in the English |anguage to the
satisfaction of the Independent National El ectoral Conm ssion, and

(d) any other qualification acceptable by the Independent National El ectoral Comni ssion

"Secret society" includes any society, association, group or body of persons (whether registered
or not)

(a) that uses secret signs, oaths, rites or synbols and which is forned to pronote a cause, the
purpose or part of the purpose of which is to foster the interest of its nenbers and
to aid one another under any circunstances w thout due regard to nerit, fair play or justice to
the detrinent of the legitimate interest of those who are not nenbers;

(b) the nenbership of which is inconpatible with the function or dignity of any public office
under this Constitution and whose nmenbers are sworn to observe oaths of secrecy; or

(c) the activities of which are not known to the public at |large, the names of whose nenbers are
kept secret and whose neetings and other activities are held in secret;

"State" when used otherwise than in relation to one of the conponent parts of the Federation

i ncl udes governnent.

(2) Wherever it is provided that any authority or person has power to make, recommend or approve
an appointment to an office, such power shall be construed as including the power to

make, reconmmend or approve a person for such appoi ntnent, whether on pronotion or otherw se, or
to act in any such office.

(3) Inthis Constitution, references to a person holding an office shall include reference to a
person acting in such office.

(4) The Interpretation Act shall apply for the purpose of interpreting the provision of this
Constitution.

319. This Constitution nmay be cited as the Constitution of the Federal Republic of N geria 1999.

320. The provision of this Constitution shall cone into force on 29th day of May 1999

SCHEDULES



First Schedule Section 3

Part 1

States of the Federation
State: Local Governnment Areas

Abi a: Aba North, Aba South, Arochukwu, Bende, |kwiano, |siala-Ngwa North, Isiala-Ngwa South,
| sui kwat o, Gbi Nwa, Ohafia, Osisioma Ngwa, Ugwunagbo, Ukwa East, Ukwa West, Unuahia Nort
h, Unuahi a South, Uru- Neochi

Capital G ty: Uruahia

Adamawa: Densa, Fufore, Ganaye, Greri, Gonbi, Quyuk, Hong, Jada, Lamurde, Madagali, Maiha, Mayo-
Bel wa, M chi ka, Mibi North, Mibi South, Numan, Shelleng, Song, Toungo, Yola North, Y
ol a Sout h.

Capital City: Yola

Akwa | bom Abak, Eastern Cbol o, Eket, Esit Eket, Essien Udim Etim Ekpo, Etinan, |beno, |besikpo
Asut an, |biono Ibom Ika, Ikono, |kot Abasi, |kot Ekpene, Ini, Itu, Mo, Mpat Enin,

Nsit Atai, Nsit Ibom Nsit Ubium oot Akara, Okobo, Onna, Oon, Ouk Anam Udung Uko, Ukanafun,
Uruan, Urue-O fong/ Oruko, Uyo.

Capital Cty: Uyo

Ananbra: Aguata, Ananmbra East, Ananbra West, Anaocha, Awka North, Awka South, Ayamelum Dunukofi a,
Ekwusi go, ldemili North, ldenmili south, lhiala, Nikoka, Nnewi North, Nnew South,
Qgbaru, Onitsha North, Onitsha South, Ounmba North, O unba South, Oyi.

Capital Cty: Awka

Bauchi: Al kal eri, Bauchi, Bogoro, Danban, Darazo, Dass, Ganjuwa, G ade, |tas/Gadau, Jama’ are,
Katagum Kirfi, Msau, N ngi, Shira, Tafawa-Balewa, Toro, Warji, Zaki

Capital City: Bauchi
Bayel sa: Brass, Ekerenor, Kol okurma/ Opokurma, Nenmbe, Qgbia, Sagbanma, Southern Jaw, Yenegoa.
Capital City: Yenagoa

Benue: Ado, Agatu, Apa, Buruku, Gboko, Guma, OGner East, OGner West, Katsina-Ala, Konshisha, Kwande,
Logo, Makurdi, OCbi, QOgbadi bo, Qu, Okpokwu, Ohimni, Qurkpo, Tarka, Ukum Ushongo
, Vandei kya. .

Capital City: Makurdi

Bor no: Abadam Askira/Uba, Banmm, Bayo, Biu, Chibok, Danboa, D kwa, Gubi o, Guzamala, Gwza, Hawul,
Jere, Kaga, Kal a/Bal ge, Konduga, Kukawa, Kwaya Kusar, Mafa, Maguneri, Maiduguri, M
rte, Mobbar, Mnguno, Ngal a, Nganzai, Shani.

Capital City: Maiduguri

Cross River: Abi, Akankpa, Akpabuyo, Bakassi, Bekwara, Biase, Boki,
Cal abar - Muni ci pal, Cal abar South, Etung, |kom Obanliku, OCbubra, Cbudu, Odukpani,
Qgoj a, Yakurr, Yal a.

Capital City: Cal abar.

Delta: Aniocha North, Aniocha South, Bonmadi, Burutu, Ethiope East, Ethiope Wst, |ka
Nort h East, lka South, Isoko North, |Isoko South, Ndokwa East, Ndokwa West, Ckpe,
Gshimli North, Gshimli South, Patani, Sapele, Udu, Ughelli North, Ughelli South,
Ukwuani, Uvwie, Warri North, Warri South, Warri South West.



Capital City: Asaba.

Ebonyi : Abakali ki, Afikpo North, Afikpo South, Eboniyi, Ezza North, Ezza South, |kwo,
Ishielu, Ivo, lzzi, Ohaozara, Chaukwu, Onicha.

Capital City: Abakaliki.

Edo: Akoko- Edo, Egor, Esan Central, Esan North East, Esan South East, Esan \West,
Et sako Central, Etsako East, Etsako west, |gueben, |kpoba-Ckha, O edo, O hi onmwn,
Ovia North East, Ovia South Wst, Omnan East, Owan West, Uhunmaonde.

Capital City: Benin City.

Ekiti: Ado Ekiti, Aiyekire, Efon, Ekiti East, Ekiti South West, Ekiti West, Enure,
I do-Csi, ljero, lkre, lkole, Ilejemeji, lrepodun/Ifelodun, |se/orun, Mba, Oye.

Capital City: Ado Ekiti.

Enugu: Aninri, Awgu, Enugu East, Enugu North, Enugu South, Ezeagu, |gbo-Eiti,
| gbo-Eze North, I|gbo-Eze South, Isi-Uzo, Nkanu East, Nkanu West, Nsukka, Gi-River,
Udenu, Udi, Uzo-Uwani .

Capital City: Enugu.

Gonbe: Akko, Balanga, Billiri, Dukku, Funakaye, Gonbe, Kaltungo, Kwam , Nafada,
Shongom Yanal t u/ Deba.

Capital City: Gonbe.

I mo: Aboh- Moai se, Ahi azu- Mbai se, Ehi ne-Mbano, Ezinihitte, Ideato North, |deato South,

I hitte/ Uboma, |keduru, Isiala Mano, |Isu, Muaitoli, Ngor-Ckpala, N aba, Nwangel e, Nkwerre, Cbow
0, Qguta, OChaji/Egbemn, Okigwe, Olu, Osu, Ou East, Ou West, Owerri-Minicipal, Onerri North,
Ownerri West, Unui no.

Capital City: Ownerri
Ji gawa: Auyo, Babura, Birni Kudu, Biriniwa, Buji, Dutse, Gagarawa, Garki, CGumel, Guri, Gnaram
Gni wa, Hadejia, Jahun, Kafin Hausa, Kaugama Kazaure, Kiri Kasamm, Kiyawa, Migatari,

Mal am Madori, Mga, Ringim Roni, Sule-Tankarkar, Taura, Yankwashi .

Capital Cty: Dutse

Kaduna: Birni-Gnari, Chikun, Gwa, |lgabi, lkara, jaba, Jema’ a, Kachia, Kaduna North, Kaduna Sout h,

Kagar ko, Kajuru, Kaura, Kauru, Kubau, Kudan, Lere, Mkarfi, Sabon-Gari, Sanga, Sob
a, Zango-Kataf, Zari a.

Capital City: Kaduna

Kano: Ajingi, Al basu, Bagwai, Bebeji, Bichi, Bunkure, Dala, Danbatta, Dawakin Kudu, Dawakin Tof a,
Doguwa, Fagge, Gabasawa, Garko, Garum Mallam Gaya, Gezawa, Gnal e, Gnarzo, Kabo, Kan
0 Muni ci pal, Karaye, Kibiya, Kiru, kunbotso, Kunchi, Kura, Madobi, Mkoda, Mnjibir, Nasarawa,
Rano, Rim n Gado, Rogo, Shanono, Sunmila, Takali, Tarauni, Tofa, Tsanyawa, Tudun \Wada,

Ungogo, Warawa, Widil .

Capital City: Kano

Kat si na: Bakori, Batagarawa, Batsari, Baure, Bindawa, Charanchi, Dandume, Danja, Dan Misa, Daura,
Dutsi, Dutsin-Ma, Faskari, Funtua, |ngawa, Jibia, Kafur, Kaita, Kankara, Kankia, Ka

tsina, Kurfi, Kusada, M’ Adua, Malunfashi, Mani, Mashi, Mtazuu, Misawa, Rim, Sabuwa, Safana,
Sandanu, Zango.

Capital City: Katsina



Kebbi: Al eiro, Arewa-Dandi, Argungu, Augie, Bagudo, Birnin Kebbi, Bunza, Dandi, Fakai, Gnandu,
Jega, Kal go, Koko/Besse, Miyama, Ngaski, Sakaba, Shanga, Suru, Wasagu/ Danko, Yauri, Z
uru.

Capital City: Birnin Kebbi

Kogi : Adavi, Ajaokuta, Ankpa, Bassa, Dekina, Ibaji, Idah, Igalanela-Cdolu, |junmu, Kabba/Bunu,
Kogi, Lokoja, Mpa-Mirro, Ofu, Ogori/Mangongo, Okehi, Okene, O anabol o, Orala, Yagba Eas
t, Yagba West.

Capital City: Lokoja

Kwara: Asa, Baruten, Edu, Ekiti, Ifelodun, Ilorin East, llorin Wst, Irepodun, Isin, Kaiam, Mbro,
O fa, Oke-Ero, Oyun, Pategi.

Capital Cty: llorin

Lagos: Agege, Ajerom -Ifelodun, Alinpsho, Armuwo-Cdofin, Apapa, Badagry, Epe, Eti-Osa, |beju/Lekki,
| fako-1jaye, |keja, |korodu, Kosofe, Lagos |sland, Lagos Miinland, Mushin, o, GCsh
odi -1 sol o, Shonol u, Surulere.

Capital City: lkeja

Nasar awa: Akwanga, Awe, Doma, Karu, Keana, Keffi, Kokona, Lafia, Nasarawa, Nasarawa-Eggon, Obi,
Tot o, Wanba.

Capital City: Lafia

Ni ger: Agaie, Agwara, Bida, Borgu, Bosso, Chanchaga, Edati, Gbako, Gurara, Katcha, Kontagora,
Lapai, Lavun, Maganme, Mariga, Mashegu, Mkwa, Miya, Pailoro, Rafi, R jau, Shiroro, Sule
ja, Tafa, Wishishi.

Capital City: Mnna

Qgun: Abeokuta North, Abeokuta South, Ado-(Odo/ O a, Egbado North, Egbado South, Ewekoro, Ifo, Ijebu
East, ljebu North, |jebu North East, |jebu Ode, |kenne, |neko-Afon, |pokia, Obafem
i -Onmode, Ogun Waterside, Odeda, COdogbolu, Reno North, Shaganu.

Capital City: Abeokuta

Ondo: Akoko North East, Akoko North West,. Akoko South Akure East, Akoko South West, Akure North,
Akure South, Ese-Cdo, ldanre, Ifedore, Ilaje, Ile-Auji-Ckeigbo, Irele, Gigbo, ki
ti pupa, Ondo East, Ondo West, Gse, Owo.

Capital Cty: Akure

Gsun: Aiyedade, Aiyedire, Atakunpsa East, Atakunpbsa West, Bol uwaduro, Boripe, Ede North, Ede
Sout h, Egbedore, Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ife East, Ife North, Ife South, |fedayo, I|felodun,

Ila, Ilesha East, |lesha Wst, Irepodun, Irewl e, |sokan, Iwo, Cbokun, COdo-Qtin, A a-0d uwa,
A orunda, Oiade, Oolu, Osogbo.

Capital City: Gshogbo

Oyo: Afijio, Akinyele, Atiba, Atigbo, Egbeda, |badan Central, |badan North, |badan North West,

| badan Sout h East, |badan South West, |barapa Central, |barapa East, |barapa North, Id

o, lrepo, Iseyin, Itesiwaju, Iwajowa, Kajola, Lagelu Ogbonmbsho North, Ogbnbsho South, Ogo A uwa,
A orunsogo, O uyole, Ona-Ara, Oelope, Oi Ire, Oyo East, Oyo West, Saki East, Saki

West, Surul ere.

Capital City: |badan

Pl at eau: Barikin Ladi, Bassa, Bokkos, Jos East, Jos North, Jos South, Kanam Kanke, Langtang
Nort h, Langtang South, Mangu, M kang, Pankshin, Qua an Pan, Ri yom Shendam Wase.



Capital Cty: Jos

Ri vers: Abua/ Cdual, Ahoada East, Ahoada West, Akuku Toru, Andoni, Asari-Toru, Bonny, Degens,
Enohua, El ene, Etche, Gokana, |kwerre, Khana, Obia/Akpor, Ogba/ Egbenma/ Ndoni, Ogu/Bolo, O
krika, Orumma, Opobo/Nkoro, Oyigbo, Port-Harcourt, Tai.

Capital City: Port Harcourt

Sokot o: Binji, Bodinga, Dange-shnsi, Gada, Goronyo, Gudu, Gawabawa, Illela, |Isa, Kware, kebbe,
Rabah, Sabon birni, Shagari, Silame, Sokoto North, Sokoto South, Tambuwal, Tgngaza, Tu
reta, Wamako, Wirno, Yabo.

Capital City: Sokoto

Taraba: Ardo-kola, Bali, Donga, Gashaka, Cassol, Ibi, Jalingo, Karin-Lam do, Kurm, Lau, Sardauna,
Takum Ussa, Wikari, Yorro, Zing.

Capital City: Jalingo

Yobe: Bade, Bursari, Damaturu, Fika, Fune, Geidam Qujba, @ulani, Jakusko, Karasuwa, Karawa,
Machi na, Nangere, Nguru Potiskum . Tarnua, Yunusari, Yusufari.

Capital City: Danaturu

Zanfara: Anka, Bakura, Birnin Magaji, Bukkuyum Bungudu, Gumr, Gusau, Kaura, Nanoda, Maradun,
Maru, Shinkafi, Talata Mafara. Tsafe, Zurm.

Capital City: Gusau
PART ||
1. Definition of Federal Capital Territory Abuja.

The definition of the boundaries of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja referred to under Chapter
1 and VIIl of this Constitutionis as follows: Starting fromthe village called Iz

om on 70E Longitude and 90 15 Latitude, project a straight line westward to a point just north of
Lehu on the Kenmi River, then project a line along 6 o 47 & racl2; ‘ E southward pas

sing close to the villages called Semasu, Zui and Bassa down to a place a little west of Abaji
town; thence project a line along parallel 8o 27 & racl2; ‘N Latitude to Ahinza vill ag

e 70 6" on Kananma River); thence a straight line to Buga Village on 80 30 ‘N Latitude and 7" 20'E
Longi tude; thence draw a |ine northwards joining the villages of Qdu, Karshi and Ka

ru. FromKaru the line shall proceed along the boundary between the N ger and Plateau States as
far as Kawu; thence the line shall proceed al ong the boundary between Kaduna and Ni ge

r States up to a point just north of Bwari village, hence the |line goes straight to Zuba village
and thence straight to | zom

2. Federal Capital Territory, Abuja
Area Councils

Area Council Headquarters

Abaji Abaji

Abuj a Muni ci pal GarKki

Bwari Bwari

Gnagwal ada Gnagwal ada

Kuj e Kuje

Kwal i Kwal i

SECOND SCHEDULE



LEG SLATI VE PONERS

PART |

Excl usive Legislative List
Item

1. Accounts of the Governnent of the Federation, and of offices, courts, and authorities thereof,
i ncluding audit of those accounts.

2. Arns, ammunition and expl osives.

3. Aviation, including airports, safety of aircraft and carriage of passengers and goods by air
4. Awards of national titles of honour, decorations and other dignities.

5. Bankruptcy and insol vency

6. Banks, banking, bills of exchange and proni ssory notes.

7. Borrowing of nobneys within or outside Nigeria for the purposes of the Federation or of any
State.

8. Census, including the establishnment and nai ntenance of machinery for continuous and universa
registration of births and deat hs throughout N geria.

9. Citizenship, naturalisation and aliens.
10. Conmercial and industrial nonopolies, conbines and trusts.

11. Construction, alteration and nmai ntenance of such roads as nmay be declared by the Nationa
Assenbly to be Federal trunk roads.

12. Control of capital issues.

13. Copyri ght

14, Creation of States

15. Currency, coinage and | egal tender

16. Customs and excise duties

17. Defence

18. Deportation of persons who are not citizens of N geria

19. Designation of securities in which trust funds may be invested.
20. Diplomatic, consular and trade representation

21. Drugs and poi sons.

22. Election to the offices of President and Vice-President or Governor and Deputy Governor and
any other office to which a person may be el ected under this Constitution, excluding
election to a local governnent council or any office in such council.

23. Evidence
24. Exchange contro
25. Export duties

26. External affairs



27. Extradition
28. Fingerprints identification and criminal records.

29. Fishing and fisheries other than fishing and fisheries in rivers, |akes, waterways, ponds and
other inland waters within N geria.

30. Immigration into and em gration from N geria
31. Inplenmentation of treaties relating to matters on this |ist

32. Incorporation, regulation and wi nding up of bodies corporate, other than co-operative
societies, |local governnent councils and bodi es corporate established directly by any Law e
nacted by a House of Assenbly of a State.

33. | nsurance.

34. Labour, including trade unions, industrial relations; conditions, safety and wel fare of
| abour; industrial disputes; prescribing a national ninimmwage for the Federation or an
y part thereof; and industrial arbitrations.

35. Legal proceedi ngs between CGovernnments of States or between the Governnent of the Federation
and Governnent of any State or any other authority or person

36. Maritime shipping and navigation, including -

(a) shipping and navigation on tidal waters;

(b) shipping and navigation on the River Niger and its affluents and on any such other inland
wat erway as nay be designated by the National Assenbly to be an international waterway

or to be an inter-State waterway,;

(c) lighthouses, Iightships, beacons and other provisions for the safety of shipping and

navi gati on;

(d) such ports as may be declared by the National Assenbly to be Federal ports (including the
constitution and powers of port authorities for Federal ports).

37. Meteorol ogy

38. Mlitary (Arnmy, Navy and Air Force) including any other branch of the arnmed forces of the
Federati on.

39. Mnes and minerals, including oil fields, oil mining, geological surveys and natural gas.

40. National parks being such areas in a State as may, with the consent of the Governnent of that
State, be designated by the National Assenbly as national parks.

41. Nucl ear energy
42. Passports and visas
43. Patents, trade marks, trade or business nanes, industrial designs and nmerchandi se narks.

44, Pensions, gratuities and other-like benefit payable out of the Consoli dated Revenue Fund or
any other public funds of the Federation.

45. Police and ot her governnment security services established by |aw

46. Posts, telegraphs and tel ephones.

47. Powers of the National Assenbly, and the privileges and immunities of its nenbers.
48. Prisons.

49. Professional occupations as nmay be designated by the National Assenbly.

50. Public debt of the Federation



51. Public holidays.
52. Public relations of the Federation.

53. Public service of the Federation including the settlenment of disputes between the Federation
and officers of such service.

54. Quaranti ne.
55. Rail ways.
56. Regul ation of political parties.

57. Service and execution in a State of civil and crimnal processes, judgnments, decrees, orders
and ot her decisions of any court of |law outside Nigeria or any court of law in N ger
ia other than a court of |aw established by the House of Assenbly of that State.

58. Stanp duti es.

59. Taxation of incones, profits and capital gains, except as otherw se prescribed by this
Constitution.

60. The establishnent and regul ation of authorities for the Federation or any part thereof-

(a) to pronote and enforce the observance of the Fundanental bjectives and Directive Principles
contained in this Constitution

(b) to identify, collect, preserve or generally |look after ancient and historical nonunents and
records and archaeol ogi cal sites and renmins declared by the National Assenbly to be
of national significance or national inportance;

(c) to administer nuseuns and libraries other than nuseuns and libraries established by the
Government of a State;

(d) to regulate tourist traffic; and
(e) to prescribe mninum standards of education at all I|evels.

61. The formation, annul ment and dissolution of marriages other than nmarriages under Islamic |aw
and Customary law including matrinonial causes relating thereto.

62. Trade and conmerce, and in particular -

(a) trade and conmerce between Nigeria and other countries including inport of comvbdities into
and export of compdities fromN geria, and trade and comerce between the States;

(b) establishnment of a purchasing authority with power to acquire for export or sale in world
mar ket s such agricultural produce as may be designated by the National Assenbly;

(c) inspection of produce to be exported from Ni geria and the enforcenent of grades and standards
of quality in respect of produce so inspected;

(d) establishnent of a body to prescribe and enforce standards of goods and commodities offered
for sale;

(e) control of the prices of goods and conmoditi es designated by the National Assenbly as
essential goods or conmodities; and

(f) registration of business names.
63. Traffic on Federal trunk roads.

64. Water from such sources as may be declared by the National Assenbly to be sources affecting
nore than one State.



65. Weights and neasures.

66. Wreless, broadcasting and tel evision other than broadcasting and tel evision provided by the
Governnment of a State; allocation of wave-lengths for wirel ess, broadcasting and te
evi sion transm ssion.

67. Any other matter with respect to which the National Assenbly has power to nmake laws in
accordance with the provisions of this Constitution.

68. Any matter incidental or supplenentary to any matter nentioned el sewhere in this |ist.
Part 11

Concurrent Legislative List

Section 4

Extent of Federal and State Legislative Powers

1. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the National Assenbly nmay by an Act nake
provisions for -

(a) the division of public revenue -

(i) between the Federation and the States;
(ii) among the States of the Federation

(iii) between the States and | ocal government councils;
(iv) among the | ocal governnent councils in the States; and

(b) grants or loans fromand the inposition of charges upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund or any
other public funds of the Federation or for the inposition of charges upon the reven

ue and assets of the Federation for any purpose notwithstanding that it relates to a natter with
respect to which the National Assenbly is not enpowered to nmake | aws.

2. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, any House of Assenbly may make provisions for
grants or loans fromand the inposition of charges upon any of the public funds of t

hat State or the inposition of charges upon the revenue and assets of that State for any purpose
notwi thstanding that it relates to a matter with respect to which the National Assem

bly is enmpowered to nmake | aws.

3. The National Assenbly rmay nake |aws for the Federation or any part thereof with respect to such
antiquities and monunments as nay, with the consent of the State in which such ant

qui ties and nonunments are | ocated, be designated by the National Assenbly as National Antiquities
or National Mnunments but nothing in this paragraph shall preclude a House of Assem

bly frommaking Laws for the State or any part thereof with respect to antiquities and nonunents
not so designated in accordance with the foregoing provisions.

4. The National Assenbly may nmake | aws for the Federation or any part thereof with respect to the
archives and public records of the Federation.

5. A House of Assenbly may, subject to paragraph 4 hereof, nake laws for that State or any part
thereof with respect to archives and public records of the Governnment of the State.

6. Nothing in paragraphs 4 and 5 hereof shall be construed as enabling any laws to be nade which
do not preserve the archives and records which are in existence at the date of come

ncement of this Constitution, and which are kept by authorities enpowered to do so in any part of
t he Federati on.

7. In the exercise of its powers to inmpose any tax or duty on -

(a) capital gains, inconmes or profits or persons other than conpanies; and



(b) docunments or transactions by way of stanp duties.

the National Assenbly may, subject to such conditions as it may prescribe, provide that the
coll ection of any such tax or duty or the administration of the law inposing it shall be
carried out by the Governnent of a State or other authority of a State.

8. Where an Act of the National Assenbly provides for the collection of tax or duty on capita
gains, incomes or profit or the adm nistration of any |law by an authority of a State

n accordance with paragraph 7 hereof, it shall regulate the liability of persons to such tax or
duty in such manner as to ensure that such tax or duty is not |evied on the sane pers

on by nore than one State.

9. A House of Assenbly may, subject to such conditions as it may prescribe, make provisions for
the collection of any tax, fee or rate or for the adm nistration of the Law providing
for such collection by a |ocal governnent council.

10. Where a Law of a House of Assenbly provides for the collection of tax, fee or rate or for the
adm ni stration of such Law by a | ocal governnent council in accordance with the pro

vi sions hereof it shall regulate the liability of persons to the tax, fee or rate in such manner
as to ensure that such tax, fee or rate is not |levied on the sane person in respect

of the sane liability by nore than one |ocal governnent council

11. The National Assenbly nmay nake |laws for the Federation with respect to the registration of
voters and the procedure regulating elections to a | ocal governnent council

12. Nothing in paragraph 11 hereof shall preclude a House of Assenbly from making aws with
respect to election to a local government council in addition to but not inconsistent wt
h any | aw nade by the National Assenbly.

13. The National Assenbly nay nake |laws for the Federation or any part thereof with respect to-
(a) electricity and the establishment of electric power stations;

(b) the generation and transnission of electricity in or to any part of the Federation and from
one State to another State;

(c) the regulation of the right of any person or authority to damup or otherwise interfere with
the flow of water fromsources in any part of the Federation;

(d) the participation of the Federation in any arrangenent with another country for the
generation, transm ssion and distribution of electricity for any area partly within and partl
y outside the Federation

(f) the regulation of the right of any person or authority to use, work or operate any plant,
apparatus, equi prrent or work designed for the supply or use of electrical energy.

14. A House of Assenbly may nmake |laws for the State with respect to -
(a) electricity and the establishment in that State of electric power stations;

(b) the generation, transm ssion and distribution of electricity to areas not covered by a
national grid systemw thin that State; and

(c) the establishnent within that State of any authority for the pronotion and managenent of
el ectric power stations established by the State.

15. In the foregoing provisions of this item unless the context otherw se requires, the follow ng
expressions have the meani ngs respectively assigned to them -

"distribution" neans the supply of electricity froma sub-station to the ultinmte consuner

"managenent” incl udes mai ntenance, repairs or replacenent;



"power station" neans an assenbly of plant or equipnent for the creation or generation of
el ectrical energy; and

"transm ssion" neans the supply of electricity froma power station to a sub-station or from one
sub-station to another sub-station, and the reference to a "sub-station” herein is a
reference to an assenbly of plant, nachinery or equipnment for distribution of electricity.

16. The National Assenbly nmay nake |laws for the establishment of an authority with power to carry
out censorship of cinematograph filnms and to prohibit or restrict the exhibition of
such films; and nothing herein shall -

(a) preclude a House of Assenbly from naking provision for a sinmlar authority for that State; or

(b) authorise the exhibition of a cinematograph filmin a State wi thout the sanction of the
authority established by the Law of that State for the censorship of such filns.

17. The National Assenbly may nake |laws for the Federation or any part thereof with respect to -

(a) the health, safety and wel fare of persons enployed to work in factories, offices or other
premises or in inter-State transportation and commerce including the training, supervis
ion and qualification of such persons;

(b) the regulation of ownership and control of business enterprises throughout the Federation for
t he purpose of promoting, encouraging or facilitating such ownership and control by
citizens of Nigeria;

(c) the establishnment of research centres for agricultural studies; and

(d) the establishnent of institutions and bodies for the pronotion or financing of industrial
commercial or agricultural projects.

18. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, a House of Assenmbly may nmake Laws for that
State with respect to industrial, commercial or agricultural devel opment of the State.

19. Nothing in the foregoi ng paragraphs of this itemshall be construed as precluding a House of
Assenbly from making Laws with respect to any of the nmatters referred to in the fore
goi ng par agr aphs.

20. For the purposes of the foregoing paragraphs of this item the word "agricultural” includes
fishery.

21. The National Assenbly may nake | aws to regulate or co-ordinate scientific and technol ogi ca
research throughout the Federation

22. Nothing herein shall prelude a House of Assenbly from establishing or naking provisions for an
institution or other arrangenent for the purpose of scientific and technol ogical r
esearch.

23. The National Assenbly may meke |l aws for the Federation or any part thereof with respect to
statistics so far as the subject natter relates to -

(a) any matter upon which the National Assenbly has power to make | aws; and

(b) the organisation of co-ordinated schene of statistics for the Federation or any part thereof
on any matter whether or not it has power to make laws with respect thereto.

24. A House of Assenbly nay neke Laws for the State with respect to statistics and on any natter
other than that referred to in paragraph 23 (a) of this item

25. The National Assenbly may nmeke |l aws for the Federation or any part thereof with respect to
trigononetrical, cadastral and topographical surveys

26. A House of Assenbly may, subject to paragraph 25 hereof, make laws for that State or any part
thereof with respect to trigonetrical, cadastral and topohraphical surveys.



27. The National Assenbly shall have power to nake |aws for the Federation or any part thereof
with respect to university education, technol ogical education or such professional edu
cation as may fromtine to tine be designated by the National Assenbly.

28. The power conferred on the National Assenbly under paragraph 27 of this itemshall include
power to establish an institution for the purposes of university, post-prinary, techno
| ogi cal or professional education.

29. Subj ect as herein provided, a House of Assenbly shall have power to make |aws for the state
with respect to the establishnment of an institution for purposes of university, techn
ol ogi cal or professional education

30. Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs of this itemshall be construed so as to linmt the powers
of a House of Assenbly to nake laws for the State with respect to technical, vocat

onal, post-primary, primary or other forms of education, including the establishnent of
institutions for the pursuit of such education.

Part 111
Suppl emental and Interpretation

1. Where by this Schedul e the National Assenbly is required to designate any matter or thing or to
make any declaration, it may do so either by an Act of the National Assenbly or by
a resol ution passed by both Houses of the National Assenbly.

2. In this Schedule, references to incidental and supplenentary nmatters include, w thout prejudice
to their generality, references to:

(a) offences;

(b) the jurisdiction, powers, practice and procedure of courts of l[aw, and
(c) the acquisition and tenure of |and.

Third Schedul e

Part |

Federal Executive Bodies

(Established by Section 153)

A - Code of Conduct Bureau

1. The Code of Conduct Bureau shall conprise the follow ng nmenbers:

(a) a Chairman; and

(b) nine other nenbers, each of whom at the tinme of appointnent, shall not be less than fifty
years of age and subject to the provisions of section 157 of this Constitution shall v
acate his office on attaining the age of seventy years.

2. The Bureau shall establish such offices in each state of the Federation as it may require for
the discharge of its functions under this Constitution

3. The Bureau shall have power to:

(a) receive declarations by public officers made under paragraph 12 of Part | of the Fifth
Schedul e to this Constitution

(b) exam ne the declarations in accordance with the requirenments of the Code of Conduct or any
| aw;

(c) retain custody of such declarations and make them avail abl e for inspection by any citizen of



Ni geria on such terns and conditions as the National Assenbly may prescribe;

(d) ensure conpliance with and, where appropriate, enforce the provisions of the Code of Conduct
of any law relating thereto;

(e) receive conplaints about non-conpliance with or breach of the provisions of the Code of
Conduct or any lawin relation thereto, investigate the conplaint and, where appropriate,
refer such matters to the Code of Conduct Tri bunal

(f) appoint, pronote, dism ss and exercise disciplinary control over the staff of the Codes of
Conduct Bureau in accordance with the provisions of an Act of the National Assenbly en
acted in that behalf; and

(g) carry out such other functions as may be conferred upon it by the National Assenbly.

4. The terns and conditions of service of the staff of the Code of Conduct Bureau shall be the
same as those provided for public officers in the civil service of the Federation.

B - Council of State

5. The Council of State shall conprise the follow ng persons:
(a) the President, who shall be the Chairman

(b) the Vice-President, who shall be the Deputy Chairman

(c) all former Presidents of the Federation and all forner Heads of the Government of the
Federati on;

(d) all former Chief Justices of N geria;

(e) the President of the Senate;

(f) the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(g) all the Governors of the states of the Federation; and

(h) the Attorney-CGeneral of the Federation

(6.) The Council shall have power to:

(a) advise the President in the exercise of his powers with respect to the:-

(i) national population census and conpilation, publication and keeping of records and ot her
i nfornmati on concerning the sane;
(ii) prerogative of nercy;

(iii) award of national honours;

(iv) the I ndependent National Electoral Conmm ssion (including the appointment of menmbers of that
Commi ssi on) ;

(v) the National Judicial Council (including the appointnent of the nenmbers, other than ex-officio
menbers of that Council); and

(vi) the National Population Conm ssion (including the appointment of nmenbers of that Conmi ssion);
and

(b) advise the President whenever requested to do so on the nai ntenance of public order within the
Federation or any part thereof and on such other matters as the President nmay dire
ct.

C - Federal Character Comm ssion
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(1) The Federal Character Conm ssion shall conprise the follow ng nenbers:

(a) a Chairnman; and
(b) one person to represent each of the states of the Federation and the Federal Capita
Territory, Abuja.

(2) The Chairnman and nenbers shall be appointed by the President, subject to confirmation by the
Senat e.

8.

(1) In giving effect to the provisions of section 14(3) and (4) of this Constitution, the
Commi ssi on shall have the power to:

(a) work out an equitable fornula subject to the approval of the National Assenbly for the
distribution of all cadres of posts in the public service of the Federation and of the Sta

tes, the arnmed forces of the Federation, the Nigeria Police Force and other government security
agenci es, government owned conpani es and parastatals of the states;

(b) pronote, nonitor and enforce conpliance with the principles of proportional sharing of al
bureaucratic, econonmic, nedia and political posts at all |evels of governnent;

(c) take such | egal measures, including the prosecution of the head or staff of any Mnistry or
government body or agency which fails to conply with any federal character principle
or formula prescribed or adopted by the Comm ssion; and

(d) carry out such other functions as may be conferred upon it by an Act of the National Assenbly.

(2) The posts mentioned in sub-paragraph (1)(a) and (b) of this paragraph shall include those of
the Permanent Secretaries, Directors-General in Extra-Mnisterial Departnents and pa

rastatals, Directors in Mnistries and Extra-M nisterial Departnents, senior nilitary officers,
seni or di plomatic posts and managerial cadres in the Federal and State parastatals, b

odi es, agencies and institutions.

(3) Notwithstanding any provision in any other |aw or enactnment, the Conm ssion shall ensure that
every public conpany or corporation reflects the federal character in the appointne
nts of its directors and seni or nanagenent staff.

9.

It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors of every state-owned enterprise to recognise and
pronote the principle of federal character in the ownership and nmanagenent structure
of the conpany.

D - Federal Givil Service Conm ssion

10. The Federal CGivil Service Comm ssion shall conprise the follow ng nmenbers -
(a) a Chairman; and

(b) not nore than fifteen other nmenbers,

who shall, in the opinion of the President, be persons of unquestionable integrity and sound
political judgnent.

11.

-(1) The Commi ssion shall without prejudice to the powers vested in the President, the Nationa
Judi cial Council, the Federal Judicial Service Commi ssion, the National Population Co
mm ssion and the Police Service Comm ssion, have power -



(a) to appoint persons to offices in the Federal Civil Service; and
(b) to dism ss and exercise disciplinary control over persons holding such offices.

(2) The Conmi ssion shall not exercise any of its powers under sub-paragraph (1) of this paragraph
in respect of such offices of heads of divisions of Mnistries or of departments of

the government of the Federation as may, fromtine to tine, be designated by an order nmade by the
Presi dent except after consultation with the Head of the G vil Service of the Fede

ration.

E - Federal Judicial Service Conm ssion

12. The Federal Judicial Service Comission shall conprise the follow ng nenbers -

(a) the Chief Justice of N geria, who shall be the Chairman

(b) the President of the Court of Appeal

(c) the Attorney-CGeneral of the Federation

(d) the Chief Judge of the Federal Hi gh Court;

(e) two persons, each of whom has been qualified to practice as a legal practitioner in N geria
for a period of not less than fifteen years, froma list of not |ess than four person
s so qualified and recomended by the N gerian Bar Association; and

(f) two other persons, not being |legal practitioners, who in the opinion of the President are of
unquestionable integrity.

13. The Commi ssion shall have power to -

(a) advise the National Judicial Council in nom nating persons for appointnent, as respects
appoi ntnents to the office of -

(i) the Chief Justice of N geria;
(ii) a Justice of the Supreme Court;

(iii) the President of the Court of Appeal

(iv) a Justice of the Court of Appeal

(v) the Chief Judge of the Federal Hi gh Court;

(vi) a Judge of the Federal Hi gh Court; and

(iv) the Chairman and menbers of the Code of Conduct Tri bunal

(b) recommend to the National Judicial Council, the renoval fromoffice of the judicial officers
speci fied in sub-paragraph

(a) of this paragraph; and

(b) appoint, disniss and exercise disciplinary control over the Chief Registrars and Deputy Chi ef
Regi strars of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal, the Federal H gh Court and a

| other nmenbers of the staff of the judicial service of the Federation not otherw se specified in
this Constitution and of the Federal Judicial Service Conm ssion

F - Independent National Electoral Conm ssion
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(1) The Independent National Electoral Commi ssion shall conprise the follow ng nmenbers -

(a) a Chairman, who shall be the Chief Electoral Conm ssioner; and



(b) twelve other nmenbers to be known as National Electoral Comm ssioners, who shall be persons of
unquestionably integrity and not less than fifty years and forty years of age, resp
ectively.

(2) There shall be for each State of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, a
Resi dent El ectoral Commi ssioner who shall -

(a) be appointed by the President;
(b) be persons of unquestionable integrity;

(c) not be less than forty years of age.

15. The Commi ssion shall have power to -

(a) organise, undertake and supervise all elections to the offices of the President and Vice-
President, the Governor and Deputy CGovernor of a State, and to the menbership of the Sen
ate, the House of Representatives and the House of Assenbly of each State of the Federation

(b) register political parties in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution and an Act
of the National Assenbly;

(c) nmonitor the organisation and operation of the political parties, including their finances;

(d) arrange for the annual exanination and auditing of the funds and accounts of politica
parties, and publish a report on such exanmi nation and audit for public information

(e) arrange and conduct the registration of persons qualified to vote and prepare, maintain and
revise the register of voters for the purpose of any election under this Constitution

(f) nonitor political canpaigns and provide rules and regul ati ons which shall govern the politica
parties;

(g) ensure that all Electoral Commissioners, Electoral and Returning Oficers take and subscri be
the Cath of Ofice prescribed by |aw

(h) delegate any of its powers to any Resident Electoral Comm ssioner; and
(i) carry out such other functions as nmay be conferred upon it by an Act of the National Assenbly.
G - National Defence Counci

16. The National Defence Council shall conprise the follow ng nenbers -

(a) the President who shall be the Chairnman

(b) the Vice-President who shall be the Deputy Chairnan;

(c) the Mnister of the Governnent of the Federation responsible for defence;
(d) the Chief of Defence Staff;

(e) the Chief of Arny Staff;

(f) the Chief of Naval Staff;

(g) the Chief of Air Staff; and

(h) such other nenbers as the President may appoint.

17. The Council shall have power to advise the President on matters relating to the defence of the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of N geria.



H - National Econonic Counci

18. The National Econom ¢ Council shall conprise the foll ow ng nenbers -
(a) the Vice-President who shall be the Chairnman;

(b) the Governor of each State of the Federation; and

(c) the Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria established under the Central Bank of N geria
Decree 1991 or any enactnent replacing that Decree.

19. The National Econonic Council shall have power to advise the President concerning the economc
affairs of the Federation, and in particular on neasures necessary for the coordin

ation of the econonic planning efforts or econonic progranmes of the various Governnents of the
Federati on.

| - National Judicial Counci

20. The National Judicial Council shall conprise the follow ng nenbers -

(a) the Chief Justice of N geria who shall be the Chairnman

(b) the next nobst senior Justice of the Suprene Court who shall be the Deputy Chairnman;
(c) the President of the Court of Appeal

(d) five retired Justices selected by the Chief Justice of Nigeria fromthe Suprene Court or Court
of Appeal ;

(e) the Chief Judge of the Federal Hi gh Court;

(f) five Chief Judges of States to be appointed by the Chief Justice of N geria fromanong the
Chi ef Judges of the States and of the Hi gh Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abu
jain rotation to serve for two years;

(g) one Gand Kadi to be appointed by the Chief Justice of Nigeria fromanong G and Kadis of the
Sharia Courts of Appeal to serve in rotation for two years;

(h) one President of the Customary Court of Appeal to be appointed by the Chief Justice of N geria
from anong the Presidents of the Customary Courts of Appeal to serve in rotation f
or two years;

(i) five menbers of the Nigerian Bar Association who have been qualified to practice for a period
of not less than fifteen years, at |east one of whom shall be a Senior Advocate of

Ni geria, appointed by the Chief Justice of N geria on the recommendati on of the National Executive
Conmittee of the N gerian Bar Association to serve for two years and subject to re

- appoi nt ment .

Provi ded that the five menbers shall sit in the Council only for the purposes of considering the
nanes of persons for appointnment to the superior courts of record; and

(j) two persons not being legal practitioners, who in the opinion of the Chief Justice of Nigeria,
are of unquestionable integrity.

21. The National Judicial Council shall have power to -
(a) recommend to the President fromanong the |list of persons submitted to it by -

(i) the Federal Judicial Service Conm ssion, persons for appointnment to the offices of the Chief
Justice of Nigeria, the Justices of the Suprene Court, the President and Justices of

the Court of Appeal, the Chief Judge and Judges of the Federal H gh Court, and

(ii) the Judicial Service Cormittee of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, persons for

appoi ntnent to the offices of the Chief Judge and Judges of the High Court of the Federal Ca
pital Territory, Abuja, the Grand Kadi and Kadis of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federa



Capital Territory, Abuja and the President and Judges of the Custonmary Court of Appea
of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja;

(b) reconmrend to the President the renmoval fromoffice of the judicial officers specified in sub-
paragraph (a) of this paragraph and to exercise disciplinary control over such offic
ers;

(c) recommend to the Governors fromanong the |ist of persons submitted to it by the State
Judi ci al Service Commi ssions persons for appointnents to the offices of the Chief Judges o

f the States and Judges of the H gh Courts of the States, the Gand Kadis and Kadis of the Sharia
Courts of Appeal of the States and the Presidents and Judges of the Customary Court

s of Appeal of the States;

(d) recommend to the Governors the renmoval fromthe office of the judicial officers in sub-
paragraph (c) of this paragraph, and to exercise disciplinary control over such officers.

(e) collect, control and disburse all nobneys, capital and recurrent, for the judiciary;

(f) advise the President and Governors or any natter pertaining to the judiciary as may be
referred to the Council by the President or the Governors;

(g) appoint, disniss and exercise disciplinary control over nenbers and staff of the Council

(h) control and disburse all nonies, capital and recurrent; for the services of the Council; and
(i) deal with all other matters relating to broad i ssues of policy and adm nistration

22. The Secretary of the Council shall be appointed by the National Judicial Council on the

reconmendati on of the Federal Nation Judicial Service Conm ssion and shall be a |legal pra
ctitioner.

J - National Popul ation Conmi ssion

23. The National Popul ati on Conmi ssion shall comprise the follow ng nenbers -

(a) a Chairman; and

(b) one person fromeach State of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

24. The Conmi ssion shall have power to -

(a) undertake periodical enuneration of popul ation through sanple surveys, censuses or otherw se;

(b) establish and maintain a nmachinery for continuous and universal registration of births and
deat hs t hroughout the Federation

(c) advise the President on popul ation matters;

(d) publish and provide information and data on popul ati on for the purpose of facilitating
econoni ¢ and devel opnent pl anni ng; and

(e) appoint and train or arrange for the appointnment and training of enunerators or t.he staff of
t he Conmi ssi on.

K - National Security Counci

25. The National Security Council shall conprise the follow ng nenbers -
(a) the President who shall be the Chairnman;

(b) the Vice-President who shall be the Deputy Chairman

(c) the Chief of Defence Staff;



(d) the Mnister of the CGovernnent of the Federation charged with the responsibility for internal
affairs.

(e) the Mnister of the Governnent of the Federation charged responsibility for defence;

(f) the Mnister of the Government of the Federation charged with the responsibility for foreign
affairs;

(g) the National Security Adviser
(h) the Inspector-General of Police; and
(i) such other persons as the President may in his discretion appoint.

26. The Council shall have power to advise the President on matters relating to public security
including matters relating to any organi sati on or agency established by |aw for ensur
ing the security of the Federation

L - N geria Police Counci

27. The Nigeria Police Council shall conprise the follow ng nenbers -
(a) the President who shall be the Chairman

(b) the Governor of each State of the Federation

(c) the Chairnman of the Police Service Conm ssion; and

(d) the Inspector-Ceneral of Police

28. The functions of the Nigeria Police Council shall include -

(a) the organisation and adninistration of the Nigeria Police Force and all other matters relating
thereto (not being matters relating to the use and operational control of the Forc
e or the appointment, disciplinary control and dismissal of menbers of the Force);

(b) the general supervision of the Nigeria Police Force; and

(c) advising the President on the appointnent of the |Inspector-General of Police.
M - Police Service Commi ssion

29. The Police Service Conmi ssion shall conprise the follow ng nenbers -

(a) a Chairman; and

(b) such nunber of other persons, not |ess than seven but not nore than nine, as may be prescribed
by an Act of the National Assenbly.

30. The Commi ssion shall have power to -

(a) appoint persons to offices (other than office of the Inspector-Ceneral of Police) in the
Ni geria Police Force; and

(b) dismss and exercise disciplinary control over persons holding any office referred to in sub-
paragraph (a) of this paragraph

N - Revenue Mbilisation Allocation and Fi scal Conm ssion

31. The Revenue Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal Commi ssion shall conprise the foll ow ng nmenbers

(a) a Chairman; and

(b) one nenber fromeach State of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja who in



the opinion of the President are persons of unquestionable integrity with requisite
qual i fications and experience.

32. The Conmi ssion shall have power to -
(a) monitor the accruals to and di sbursenment of revenue fromthe Federati on Account;

(b) review, fromtine to tine, the revenue allocation fornul ae and principles in operation to
ensure conformty with changing realities.

Provi ded that any revenue formul a which has been accepted by an Act of the National Assenbly shal
remain in force for a period of not less than five years fromthe date of comence
ment of the Act;

(c) advise the Federal and State CGovernnments on fiscal efficiency and methods by which their
revenue can be increased;

(d) determine the remuneration appropriate for political office holders, including the President,
Vi ce- President, CGovernors, Deputy Governors, Mnisters, Conm ssioners, Special Advi

sers, Legislators and the holders of the offices mentioned in sections 84 and 124 of this
Constitution; and

(e) discharge such other functions as are conferred on the Conmission by this Constitution or any
Act of the National Assenbly.

PART |1

STATES' EXECUTI VE BODI ES

(ESTABLI SHED BY SECTI ON 197)

A - State Cvil Service Conm ssion

1. A State Cvil Service Comission shall conprise the follow ng nmenbers -
(a) a Chairman; and

(b) not less than two and not nore than four other persons,

who shall, in the opinion of the Governor, be persons of unquestionable integrity and sound
political judgment.

2

(1) The Comm ssion shall have power w thout prejudice to the powers vested in the Governor and the
State Judicial Service Commission to -

(a) appoint persons to offices in the State civil service; and
(b) dism ss and exercise disciplinary control over persons hol ding such offices.

2. The Comm ssion shall not exercise any of its powers under sub-paragraph (1) of this paragraph
in respect of such offices of heads of divisions of Mnistries or of departnents of

the Governnent of the State as may fromtine to tine be designated by an order made by the
Governor except after consultation with the Head of the Civil Service of the State.

B - State Independent El ectoral Conmi ssion

3. A State | ndependent El ectoral Conm ssion shall conprise the follow ng nenbers -

(a) a Chairman; and

(b) not less than five but not nore than seven ot her persons.

4. The Conmi ssion shall have power-



(a) to organise, undertake and supervise all elections to | ocal governnment councils within the
State.

(b) to render such advice as it may consider necessary to the |Independent National Electora
Comm ssion on the conpilation of and the register of voters in so far as that register
s applicable to | ocal governnment elections in the State.

C - State Judicial Service Conm ssion

5. A State Judicial Service Commission shall conprise the follow ng nenbers -
(a) the Chief Judge of the State, who shall be the Chairman

(b) the Attorney General of the State;

(c) the Grand Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the State, if any;

(d) the President of the Customary Court of Appeal of the State, if any;

(e) two nenbers, who are legal practitioners, and who have ben qualified to practice as |ega
practitioners in Nigeria for not |ess than ten years; and

(f) two other persons, not being |egal practitioners, who in the opinion of the Governor are of
unquestionabl e integrity.

6. The Commi ssion shall have power to -
(a) advise the National Judicial Council on suitable persons for nomination to the office of -

(i) the Chief Judge of the State
(ii) the Gand Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the State, if any,

(iii) the President of the Customary Court of Appeal of the State, if any,
(iii) the President of the Customary Court of Appeal of the State, if any,
(iv) Judges of the Hi gh Court of the State,

(v) Kadis of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the State, if any, and

(vi) Judges of the Customary Court of Appeal of the State, if any;

(b) subject to the provisions of this Constitution, to recormend to the National Judicial Council
the renoval fromthe office of the judicial officers specified in sub-paragraph (a)
of this paragraph; and

(c) to appoint, disniss and exercise disciplinary control over the Chief Registrar and Deputy
Chief Registrar of the High Court, the Chief Registrars of the Sharia Court of Appeal a

nd Customary Court of Appeal, nagistrates, judges and nenbers of Area Courts and Customary Courts
and all other nmenbers of the staff of the judicial service of the State not ot herw

se specified in this Constitution.’

PART 111

FEDERAL CAPI TAL TERRI TORY, ABUJA EXECUTI VE BODY ( ESTABLI SHED UNDER SECTI ON 304)

Judicial Service Committee of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja

1. The Judicial Service Conmttee of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja shall conprise the
foll owi ng nmenbers -

(a) the Chief Judge of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja who shall be the Chairnan.



(b) the Attorney-CGeneral of the Federation
(c) the Grand Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja;
(d) the President of the Customary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja;

(e) one person who is a |legal practitioner and who has been qualified to practice as a |l ega
practitioner in Nigeria for a period of not |ess than twelve years; and

(f) one other person, not being practitioner, who in the opinion of the President is of
unquestionabl e integrity.

2. The Comm ttee shall have power -

(a) to recommend to the National Judicial Council suitable persons for nomination for appointnent
to the office of -

(i) the Chief Judge of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja,
(ii) a Judge of the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja,

(iii) the Gand Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja
(iv) the President of the Customary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja,
(v) a Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja,

(vi) a Judge of the Customary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

(b) subject to the provisions of this Constitution, to recormend to the National Judicial Council
the renoval fromoffice of the Judicial officers specified in sub-paragraph (a) of
thi s paragraph

(c) to appoint, pronote and exercise disciplinary control over the Chief Registrar and Deputy
Chi ef Registrars of the Hi gh Court, the Sharia Court of Appeal and the Customary Court

of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, nagistrates, the judges and nenbers of the
District and Area Courts of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, if any, and all other
nmenbers of the staff of the judicial service of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja not

ot herwi se specified in this Constitution and of the Judicial Service Conmittee of the Feder

al Capital Territory, Abuja.

FOURTH SCHEDULE
FUNCTI ONS OF A LOCAL GOVERNVENT COUNCI L

1. The main functions of a local governnent council are as follows:

(a) the consideration and the nmaking of recommendations to a State comm ssion on economni ¢ pl anni ng
or any simlar body on -

(i) the econonic devel opment of the State, particularly in so far as the areas of authority of the
council and of the State are affected, and
(ii) proposals nmade by the said comm ssion or body;

(b) collection of rates, radio and tel evision |icences;

(c) establishnent and mai ntenance of ceneteries, burial grounds and honmes for the destitute or
infirm

(d) licensing of bicycles, trucks (other than mechanically propelled trucks), canoes, whee
barrows and carts;

(e) establishnent, maintenance and regul ati on of slaughter houses, slaughter slabs, markets, notor
parks and public conveni ences;



(f) construction and mai ntenance of roads, streets, street lightings, drains and other public
hi ghways, parks, gardens, open spaces, or such public facilities as may be prescribed f
romtime to tinme by the House of Assenbly of a State;

(g) nanming of roads and streets and nunbering of houses;
(h) provision and mai nt enance of public conveni ences, sewage and refuse di sposal
(i) registration of all births, deaths and narri ages;

(j) assessnment of privately owned houses or tenenents for the purpose of |evying such rates as may
be prescribed by the House of Assenbly of a State; and

(k) control and regulation of -

(i) out-door advertising and hoardi ng,

(ii) noverment and keeping of pets of all description

(iii) shops and ki osks,

(iv) restaurants, bakeries and other places for sale of food to the public,
(v) laundries, and

(vi) licensing, regulation and control of the sale of I|iquor

2. The functions of a | ocal government council shall include participation of such council in the
Governnment of a State as respects the following matters -

(a) the provision and mai ntenance of primary, adult and vocational education
(c) the provision and mai ntenance of health services; and

(d) such other functions as nmay be conferred on a | ocal governnent council by the House of
Assenbly of the State.

FI FTH SCHEDULE

PART |

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PUBLI C OFFI CERS
Gener al

Conflict of interest with duty.

1. A public officer shall not put hinself in a position where his personal interest conflicts with
his duties and responsibilities.

2. Wthout prejudice to the generality of the foregoing paragraph, a public officer shall not

(a) receive or be paid the enmolunents of any public office at the sane time as he receives or is
paid the enoluments of any other public office; or

3. The President, Vice -President, Governor, Deputy Governor, Mnisters of the Governnent of the
Federati on and Conmi ssioners of the Governments of the States, nenbers of the Nation

al Assenbly and of the Houses of Assenbly of the States, and such other public officers or persons
as the National Assenbly may by | aw prescribe shall not maintain or operate a bank

account in any country outside Nigeria.

Retired public officers

4,



(1) A public officer shall not, after his retirement frompublic service and while receiving
pension from public funds, accept nore than one renuneration position as chairman, direc
tor or enployee of -

(a) a company owned or controlled by the governnent; or
(b) any public authority.

(2) aretired public servant shall not receive any other remuneration frompublic funds in
addition to his pension and the enolunent of such one remunerative position.

Certain retired public officers
5.

(1) Retired public officers who have held offices to which this paragraph applies are prohibited
fromservice or enploynent in foreign conpanies or foreign enterprises.

(2) This paragraph applies to the offices of President, Vice-President, Chief Justice of N geria,
Governor and Deputy governor of a State.

Gfts or benefits in kind
6

(1) A public officer shall not ask for or accept property or benefits of any kind for hinself or
any other person on account of anything done or omtted to be done by himin the dis
charge of his duties.

(2) for the purposes of sub-paragraph (1) of this paragraph, the receipt by a public officer of
any gifts or benefits fromconmercial firns, business enterprises or persons who have
contracts with the governnment shall be presunmed to have been received in contravention of the
sai d sub-paragraph unless the contrary is proved.

(3) A public officer shall only accept personal gifts or benefits fromrelatives or persona
friends to such extent and on such occasions as are recogni sed by custom

Provi ded that any gift or donation to a public officer on any public or cerenonial occasion shall
be treated as a gift to the appropriate institution represented by the public offic

er, and accordingly, the nmere acceptance or receipt of any such gift shall not be treated as a
contravention of this provision

Restriction on |loans, gifts or benefits to certain public officers

7. The President or Vice-President, Governor or Deputy Governor, Mnister of the Governnent of the
Federation or Conm ssioner of the Governnent of a State, or any other public offic

er who holds the office of a Permanent Secretary or head of any public corporation, university, or
ot her parastatal organisation shall not accept -

(a) a loan, except fromgovernment or its agencies, a bank, building society, nortgage institution
or other financial institution recognised by |aw,; and

(b) any benefit of whatever nature from any conpany, contractor, or businessman, or the nom nee or
agent of such person:

Provi ded that the head of a public corporation or of a university or other parastatal organisation
may, subject to the rules and regul ations of the body, accept a loan from such bod

y.
Bribery of public officers

8. No persons shall offer a public officer any property, gift or benefit of any kind as an
i nducenent or bribe for the granting of any favour or the discharge in his favour of the p



ublic officer’s duties.
Abuse of powers

9. A public officer shall not do or direct to be done, in abuse of his office, any arbitrary act
prejudicial to the rights of any other person knowi ng that such act is unlawful or ¢
ontrary to any governnent policy.

Member ship of societies

10. A public officer shall not be a nenber of, belong to, or take part in any society the
menber ship of which is inconpatible with the functions or dignity of his office.

Decl arati on of assets
11.

- (1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, every public officer shall within three
mont hs after the conming into force of this Code of Conduct or inmediately after taking
of fice and thereafter -

(a) at the end of every four years; and

(b) at the end of his termof office, subnit to the Code of Conduct Bureau a witten declaration
of all his properties, assets, and liabilities and those of his unmarried children u

nder the age of eighteen years.

(2) Any statenent in such declaration that is found to be false by any authority or person
aut horised in that behalf to verify it shall be deened to be a breach of this Code. (3) An
y property or assets acquired by a public officer after any declaration required under this
Constitution and which is not fairly attributable to incone, gift, or |loan approved by th
is Code shall be deened to have been acquired in breach of this Code unless the contrary is
proved.

Al l egati on of breach of Code

12. Any allegation that a public officer has conmitted a breach of or has not conplied with the
provisions of this Code shall be nade to the Code of Conduct Bureau

Agent s and nom nees

13. A public officer who does any act prohibited by this Code through a noninee, trustee, or other

agent shall be deened ipso facto to have conmitted a breach of this Code,

Exenpti ons

14. In its application to public officers -

(a) Menmbers of |egislative houses shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of paragraph
4 of this Code; and

(b) the National Assenbly may by | aw exenpt any cadre of public officers fromthe provisions of
paragraphs 4 and 11 of this Code if it appears to it that their position in the publi

c service is below the rank which it considers appropriate for the application of those
provi si ons.

Code of Conduct Tri bunal
15.

(1) There shall be established a tribunal to be known as Code of Conduct Tribuna
whi ch shall consist of a Chairnman and two ot her persons.

(2) The Chairnman shall be a person who has held or is qualified to hold office as a



Judge of a superior court of record in Nigeria and shall receive such renuneration as
may be prescribed by | aw.

(3) The Chairman and nenbers of the Code of Conduct Tribunals shall be appointed
by the President in accordance with the reconmendation of the National Judicia
Counci |

(4) The National Assenbly may by | aw confer on the Code of Conduct Tribunal such
addi ti onal powers as nay appear to it to be necessary to enable it nore effectively to
di scharge the functions conferred on it in this Schedul e.

16.

(1) The tenure of office of the staff of the Code of Conduct Tribunal shall, subject to
the provisions of this Code, be the same as that provided for in respect of officers in the
civil service of the Federation

(2) The power to appoint the staff of the Code of Conduct Tribunal and to exercise

di sciplinary control over themshall vest in the nmenbers of the Code of Conduct Tribuna
and shall be exercisable in accordance with the provisions of an Act of the Nationa
Assenbly enacted in that behal f.

17.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, a person holding the office of
Chai rman or nenber of the Code of Conduct Tribunal shall vacate his office when he
attains the age of seventy years.

(2) A person who has held office as Chairman or nmenber of the Code of Conduct

Tribunal for period of not |less than ten years shall, if he retires at the age of seventy
years, be entitled to pension for life at a rate equivalent to his |ast annual salary in
addition to other retirenment benefits to which he may be entitl ed.

(3) A person holding the office of Chairman or nmenber of the Code of Conduct

Tri bunal shall not be renoved fromhis office or appointnent by the President except

upon an address supported by two-thirds majority of each House of the Nationa

Assenbly praying that he be o renoved for inability to discharge the functions of the
office in question (whether arising frominfirmty or mnd or body) or for m sconduct or for
contravention of this Code.

(4) A person holding the office of Chairman or nmenber of the Code of Conduct
Tribunal shall not be renoved fromoffice before retiring age save in accordance with the
provi si ons of this Code.

18.

(1) Where the Code of Conduct Tribunal finds a public officer guilty of contravention of
any of the provisions of this Code it shall inpose upon that officer any of the

puni shments speci fi ed under sub-paragraph (2) of this paragraph and such ot her

puni shment as may be prescribed by the National Assenbly.

(2) The puni shment which the Code of Conduct Tribunal may inmpose shall include
any of the follow ng —

(a) vacation of office or seat in any |egislative house, as the case nmay
be;

(b) disqualification fromnenbership of a |legislative house and fromthe
hol di ng of any public office for a period not exceeding ten years; and

(c) seizure and forfeiture to the State of any property acquired in abuse
or corruption of office.



(3) The sanctions nmentioned in sub-paragraph (2) hereof shall be without prejudice to
the penalties that may be inposed by any | aw where the conduct is also crinmnina
of f ence.

(4) VWere the Code of Conduct Tribunal gives a decision as to whether or not a

person is guilty of a contravention of any of the provisions of this Code, an appeal shal
lie as of right from such decision or fromany puni shment inposed or such person to the
Court of Appeal at the instance of any party to the proceedi ngs.

(5) Any right of appeal to the Court of Appeal fromthe decisions of the Code of

Conduct Tribunal conferred by sub-paragraph (4) hereof shall be exercised in

accordance with the provisions of an Act of the National Assenbly and rules of court for
the tine being in force regulating the powers, practice and procedure of the Court of

Appeal .

(6) Nothing in this paragraph shall prejudice the prosecution of a public officer
puni shed under this paragraph or preclude such officer from being prosecuted or
puni shed for an offence in a court of |aw.

(7) The provisions of this Constitution relating to prerogative of nmercy shall not apply
to any puni shnent inposed in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph

| NTERPRETATI ON

19.

In this Code, unless the context otherw se requires —

“assets” includes any property, novable and i movabl e and i ncones owned by a person

“busi ness” neans any profession, vocation, trade, or any adventure or concern in the nature of
trade
and excl udes farm ng;

“child” includes a step-child, a lawfully adopted child, a child born out of wedl ock and any child
to
whom any i ndividual stands in place of a parent;

“enol ument” neans any sal ary, wage, over-tine or |eave pay, conm ssion, fee, bonus, gratuity,
benefit, advantage (whether or not that advantage is capable of being turned into noney or nobney’s
worth), allowance, pension or annuity paid, given or granted in respect of any enpl oynent or

of fice;

“foreign conpanies” or “foreign enterprises” means conpanies or enterprises in which the
control l'ing

shares are owned by persons other than the Government, its agencies or citizens of N geria or
whose

policies are determ ned by persons or organi zati ons outside N geria;

“liabilities” includes responsibilities according to lawto satisfy a debt, duty or obligation
quantifiable in
nmonet ary val ue, instant and conti ngent;

“m sconduct” means branch of the Cath of Allegiance or oath of office of a nmenber or branch of the
provi sions of this Constitution or a msconduct of such nature as anmounts to bribery or corruption
or

fal se declaration of assets and liabilities;

“public officer” nmeans a person holding any of the offices specified in Part Il of this Schedul e;
and

“public office” shall not include the chairnanship or nenbership of ad hoc tribunals, conm ssions
or



conmi ttees.

PART |1

Public O ficers For the Purposes of the Code of Conduct
1. The President of the Federation.
2. The Vice-President of the Federation.

3. The President and Deputy President of the Senate, Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the House
of Representatives and Speakers and Deputy Speaker of House of Assenbly of States, and all
menbers and staff of |egislative houses.

4. Governors and Deputy CGovernors of States.

5. Chief Justice of Nigeria, Justices of the Suprenme Court, President and Justices of the Court
of
Appeal , all other judicial officers and all staff of courts of |aw

6. Attorney-General of the Federation and Attorney-Ceneral of the Federation and Attorney-
Gener al
of each State.

7. Mnisters of the Governnent of the Federation and Comm ssioners of the Governnent of the
St at es.

8. Chief of Defence Staff, Chief of Arny Staff, Chief of Naval Staff, Chief of Air Staff and
al |
nmenbers of the arned forces of the Federation.

9. Inspector-General of Police, Deputy Inspector-General of Police and all nenbers of the
Ni geri a
Pol i ce Force and ot her governnment security agenci es established by |aw

10. Secretary of the Governnment of the Federation, Head of the G vil Service, Permanent
Secretaries, Directors-Ceneral and all other persons in the civil service of the Federation or of
t he
State.

11. Anbassadors, Hi gh Conm ssioners and other officers of N gerian M ssions abroad.
12. Chairman, nenbers and staff of the Code of Conduct Bureau and Code of Conduct Tribunal.
13. Chairman, menbers and staff pf |ocal governnent councils.

14. Chairman and nenbers of the Boards or other governing bodies and staff of statutory
corporations and of conpanies in which the Federal or State Governnent has controlling interest.

15. Al staff of universities, colleges and institutions owned and financed by the Federal or
State
Governnents or |ocal governnent councils.

16. Chairman, nmenbers and staff of pernanent commi ssions or councils appointed on full tinme
basi s.

SI XTH SCHEDULE

ELECTI ON TRI BUNALS

A. — National Assenbly Election Tribunal
1.

(1) A National Assenbly Election Tribunal shall consist of a Chairman and four other



nmenbers.

(2) The Chairman shall be a Judge of a Hi gh Court and the four other nenbers shall
be appoi nted from anong Judges of a Hi gh Court, Kadis of a Sharia Court of Appeal,
Judges of a Customary Court of Appeal or other nmenbers of the Judiciary not bel ow the
rank of a Chief Magistrate.

(3) The Chairman and ot her nenbers shall be appointed by the President of the
Court of Appeal in consultation with the Chief Judge of the State, the Grand Kadi of the
Sharia Court of Appeal pf the State or the President of the Customary Court of Appeal of
the State, as the case nay be.

B — Governorship and Legi slative Houses El ection Tribunal
2.

(1) A CGovernorship and Legislative Houses Election Tribunal shall consist of a
Chai rman and four other nenbers.

(2) The Chairnan shall be a Judge of a High Court and the four other nmenbers shall
be appoi nted from anong Judges of a Hi gh Court, Kadis of a Sharia Court of Appeal,
Judges of a Customary Court of Appeal or nmenbers of the judiciary not bel ow the rank
of a Chief Magistrate.

(3) The Chairnman and ot her nenbers shall be appointed by the President of the
Court of Appeal in consultation with the Chief Judge of the State, the Grand Kadi of the
Sharia Court of Appeal of the State or the President of the Customary Court of Appeal of
the State, as the case nay be.

SEVENTH SCHEDULE
QCATHS
CATHS OF ALLEG ANCE

I, ...do solemmly swear/affirmthat | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the Federal
Republ i c of

Nigeria and that | will preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Ni geri a.

So hel p ne God.

JUDI Gl AL OATH

I, oo do solemmly swear/affirmthat | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the Federal
Republic of N geria; that as Chief Justice of N geria/Justice of the Suprene Court

/ President/Justice of the Court of Appeal/Chief Judge/Judge of the Federal H gh Corut/ Chief

Judge/ Judge of the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja/Chief Judge of

St at e/ Judge of the High Court of ...... State/ G and Kadi/Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of
the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja/ Grand Kadi/Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appea
| of .... State/President/Judge of the Customary Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuj a/ Presi dent/Judge of the Customary Court of Appeal of ......... State. | wll

di scharge ny duties, and performnmny functions honestly, to the best of nmy ability and faithfully
in accordance with the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the |aw,

that | will abide by the Code of Conduct contained in the Fifth Schedule to the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

So hel p ne God.



CATH OF OFFI CE OF PRESI DENT

I, do solemmly swear/affirmthat | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the
Federal Republic of N geria; that as President of the Federal Republic of N geria,

I will discharge ny duties to the best of ny ability, faithfully and in accordance with the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the law, and always in the interest
of the sovereignty, integrity, solidarity, well-being and prosperity of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria; that | will strive to preserve the Fundanental Objectives and Directive Prin
ciples of State Policy contained in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of N geria; that |
will not allow nmy personal interest to influence ny official conduct or ny official d
ecisions; that I will to the best of nmy ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria; that | will abide by the Code of Conduct contained
inthe Fifth Schedule to the Constitution of the Federal Repubic of N geria; that in al
circunstances, | will do right to all manner of people, according to |law, w thout fear or fa
vour, affection or ill-will; that I will not directly or indirectly comrunication or reveal to any
person any matter which shall be brought under my consideration or shall become kn
own to ne as President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, except as nay be required for the due
di scharge of my duties as President; and that | will devote nyself to the service an
d well-being of the people of N geria.

So hel p me God.

CATH OF OFFI CE OF VI CE- PRESI DENT DEPUTY GOVERNOR, M NI STER, COWM SSI ONER OR SPECI AL ADVI SER

I, o do solemly swear/affirmthat | will be faithful and bear the true allegiance to the
Federal Republic of N geria; that as Vice-President of the Federal Republic of Nig

eri a/ Deputy Governor of ....... State/ M nister of the Governnment of the Federati on/ Comm ssioner of
the Government ........ St at e/ Special Adviser to ........ , I will discharge ny dut
ies to the best of ny ab ilitry, faithfully and in accordance with the Constitution of the Federa

Republic of Nigeria and the law, and always in the interest of the sovereignty, in
tegrity, solidarity, well-being and prosperity of the Federal Republic of Nigeria; that | wll
strive to preserve the Fundanmental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy

contained in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria; that I will not allow ny
personal interest to influence nmy official conduct or ny official decisions, that | wll
to the best of my ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria; that | will abide by the Code of Conduct contained in the Fifth Schedul e

to the Constitution of the Federal Republic of N geria; that in all circunstances, | will do right
to all manner of people, according to law, wthout fear or favour, affection or i

l-will; that | will not directly or indirectly conmmunicate or reveal to any person any natter

whi ch shall be brought under mny consideration or shall become known to ne as Vice-Pres

dent of the Federal Republic of Nigerial/Deputy Governor of ..... State/ M ni ster of the Government
of the Federation/ Comni ssioner of ...... St at e/ Special Adviser to ......... except

as nmay be required for the due discharge of ny duties as Vice President/Deputy Governor of .......
State/ M ni ster/ Conm ssi oner/ Speci al Advi ser

So hel p ne God.

OATH OF OFFI CE OF GOVERNOR OF A STATE

I, o do solemmly swear/affirmthat | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the
Federal Republic of Nigeria; that as the Governor of ......... State, | will discharge

my duties to the best of my ability, faithfully and in accordance with the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria and the |law, and always in the interest of the sovereignty

, integrity, solidarity, well-being and prosperity of the Federal Republic of N geria; that | wll



strive to preserve the Fundanental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Po

licy contained in the Constitution of the Federal Republic Republic of N geria; that | will
exercise the authority vested in ne as Governor so as not to inpede or prejudice the auth

ority lawmfully vested in the President of the Federal Republic of N geria and so as not to
endanger the continuance of Federal CGovernnent in Nigeria; that | will not allow ny person

al interest to influence ny official conduct or nmy official decisions; that | will to the to the
best of nmy ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the Federal Repu

blic of Nigeria; that | will abide by the Code of Conduct contained in the Fifty Schedule to the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of N geria; that in all circunstances, | wll d

oright to all nmanner of people, according to |law, without fear or favour, affection or ill-wll;
that I will not directly or indirectly comunicate or reveal to any person any matt

er which shall be brought under ny consideration or shall become known to nme as Covernor of
......... State, except as may be required for the due discharge of my duties as Governor

; and that | will devote nyself to the service and well-being of the people of Nigeria.

So hel p ne God.

CATH OF A MEMBER OF THE NATI ONAL ASSEMBLY OR OF A HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

I, ... do solemly swear/affirmthat | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the Federal
Republic of Nigeria; that as a Menber of the Senate/ House of Representatives/ .....

House of Assenbly, | will performmy functions honestly to the best of ny ability, faithfully and
in accordance with the Constitution of the Federal Republic of N geria and the | aw

, and the rules of the Senate/House of Representatives/ ...... House of Assenbly and always in the
interest of the sovereignty, integrity, solidarity, well-being and prosperity of t
he Federal Republic of Nigeria; that | will strive to preserve the Fundanental bjectives and
Directive Principles of State Policy contained in the Constitution of the Federal Repub
lic of Nigeria; and that | will preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the Federa
Republic of Nigeria; and that | will abide by the Code of Conduct contained in the Fifth

Schedul e of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of N geria.

So hel p ne God.

Fully conpl eted
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